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Abstract: This article focuses on Paul’s quest in the context of fitst —centuty Gteco — Roman society. Paul-

ine conespondence this paper examines his lenels lo the Corinthians is best understood within its o-

ting. Paul took his civil tesponsilliljly and chiistian identity with equal seiiousness, although the former was
suhsumed under the latter. He was a citizen or two kingdoms, out his heavenly citizenship elearly transcen-
ded his earthly one. Without intending to lead a social movement, Paul’s theology of the cross and its attend-

an! social ethics as well as his own modus operandi unwittingly created is great social “ievolution". This pa-
per readily acknowledges the vast diireienees hetween the ancient Roman Empire and rising modern China;
however, their iespective commitments to maintaining soeio — political unity and stability bear some remarka-

hle sirnilarllies. It is not naively assumed here that Paul's quest for a llannonioutl community represents it

simple and straishtloiwanl solution to China's complex dilemma. However, the apotlllt-:’tl nsion and “aneient
wisdom" may serve as it useful ieteienee point for modern china in the quest for s harmonious society. In-
deed, considering the work ol the apostle Paul within the Roman Empire can stimulate and challenge us to
on-atively assess and address the needs ol china today.

Key words; Pax Romans, hsrmony, social ethos, eivil responsibility, dual identity
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