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The British Missionaries’ Attitudes and Actions to the Opium Trade

in Late Qing Dynasty
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Ph. D. , Central China Normal University

Professor,Research Institute of Chinese Culture and History ,Jinan University ,510632Guangzhou , China
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Abstract;The British missionaries came to China at the beginning of the 19th century. At first,most

of the British missionaries,for Various reasons,kept silence to the rampant opium smuggling by the

British merchants then. Until up to the outbreak of the Second Opium War,the British missionaries

just saw more clearly the serious disaster to the Empire of China and her people caused by opium,

and realized more soberly that the British government was the real culprit of the opium trade. So

they revealed the destruction of opium to human body and soul one after another, condemned the im-

morality of the opium trade in public,and put a great deal of manpower and financial resources into

the activities of abstaining from opium poppy in China actively,promoted with utmost strength to the

motion of ending the opium trade to China in the British Parliament, and contributed the United

Kingdom to canceled the opium trade in China finally.

Key Words; British missionaries, Late Qing Dynasty, the opium trade, abstaining from

opium poppy
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