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Abstract; This paper identifies and critiques a widely accepted View defended by some Chinese

scholars nowadays that there are many important differences between the Christian version of the

Golden rule and its Confucian counterpart. I call this View “differentism”. While details vary from

scholar to scholar, certain common elements can be seen in the writings of most differentists. This

paper has two aims. The first is to examine some of the relevant formulations applied by leading dif-

ferentists such as Deng Xiaomang, Wang Xiaochao, Zhou Xuanyi and Jiang Chongyue in order to

show that differentists’ strategies do not provide credible arguments to support their differentism.

The second is to show that the above-mentioned two versions of the Golden Rule are equal to each

other in some core respects.
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