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The: Firat Sino — Westem Forum, which was held on Octoher 4th 2007 in TTelainki, was oo —
organized and oo — hoated by the Department of Systematic Theology, Faculty of Theology, and the
Depurtment of Compuretive Relizion, Faeulty of Humanities, of the University of Helsinki, It was
vhaircd by Prof. Dr. Miikks Buckemen and Prof. Dr. Peoles Husng |, who also fmetioned as a
translator. The forum attracted a number of participants | most of them from different facultics of the
university, others from the Finish |atheran church,

The Ferpm coneenluled en the dislogue belween Chinese cullure und Chrislinnily wmd on e
dewvolopmment of Chostiunity in contemparary Ching, Spocial attentien was puid to whet kind of o oele
religion { capecially Christianity ) had in the fast development of modeom Chincee socicty, and to the
il aboul whal Evod of condeibu Lgn I'I:"Eil’_lll amn .I'_H'-IIIH I the o] recoeesirscbion of Climg god
v Lhe building —up of o wellure slule.

Six Chinese scholors from Mumlond Ching were invited as key speakers to attend the forum.
They are: Professor 10 Xiangping from Fast China Nommal University, Shanghai; Pmofessor Sun
Shangyang from Beijing Tniversity, Beijing; Pmofossor Zhan Tin, 5u Dechan, and Zhon Xoanyi
[roen Wubmn Universily, Wulmn g and Professor Wang Aiming mom Noojing Union Tieeolegical Semi-
nary, Nemping, All of them wre smong the best Chinese scholams in ther own ficld of roscarch.,

Ticfore the forum hogan, the Chincse scholars visited the Faculty of Theology, and had ment-
ings with the dean and the administratiom. ‘The conversation focused particularly on the continued
eooperulion vo aeademic wluirs belween (e locully aod e Chinese universilies.

The forom wus opened with words of weleome by Prof. Miikks Rooksnen, dircetor of the De-
partment of Systematic Thoology, Faculty of Theology, Each speaker wes then given 400 mimutes
each for their presentation.

The I :sp-o:,uh:r, Prol, Wiy -’l.illlin!.; lIll:"|'|, 10, lroem Byl Universily, ﬁwfl;-.::r]ulld_} Euve hi=
presentution on © The Continoing Growth of Christianity in China”. Prof. Wang looked st the Refor-
mation and Enlightenment ae the beckground for understanding Christianity in China from the missi-
ological perspective, and pointed to both strengths and weaknesses in the fast — growing Chinese
Proleslanl Church, He also olfered bis suggestions e splulions o luckle these problems or challen-
zes which the church s favimg, Acconding to his understonding, Christiamty in Ching “ should be
interpreted as the principles of the faith in Jesus Christ in the Chinese socicty. ™ The theolopical
meaning of the term “the church in China®™ ia the universal church in China. Tt is different from the
visibile chopreh god the dengeninalioonl chorehes, On The gne hu_rll_l, Prol, Wang whserved Thal “ Un-
til toduy, I'rotestontism hes growm up by huzge quantities in Chinese socicty, ” Un the other hand,
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he acknowledged that * the quality of the Christian groups, chorehes, and organizations remaina an
prgenl, seripes problem, We mupsl pay serioes allenlion o e low level of e Failh in e Chinese
chureh, ™ Prof. Wang recommended te ereute a theologieal foundation for the fuith of the church as
the starting point of the solution, and then retum to [ieformation madition for * mansplanting well the
trachings of the Neformers, capecially Martin Tuther and Jean Calvin™ in onder to ® motivate the
conacinusness of the theological sense in the church ™.

The seeond speaker was Prol, LI Xiangping, whose special Beld i religious sociolesy, His
topie wae “ Chrostianity and Chinese Civil Secicty™ . In his rescarch, Prof. Li hes combined o casc
study with litcrature studics. Bascd on the discussion of the eoncept civil socicty, the dircet and in-
dlirect velationahip hetween Christianity and civil aociety in the contemporary China was explored.
I|'.|'|n_|||5.|'| a q;luq_]}' oo e 'IlfI_IIJriirIE roples of [hee Chimslign chgerch goad s n:]ﬂl,.ir_lllq;]'lip willh spcial puh]ii:.
alluirs uond oflicial powers, Lhe speaker discussed bow Choslimily, as o Gilth communily, can be-
come an clement of eivil socicty in the eomstruction of contecmporary China. Prof. Li arpued that
Christianity eould give its contribution in the huilding — up of a Chincse eivil socicty. Tn the context
of Chinese langnage, it seems that relations among “the religions hasis of citizenship™ , " the oom-
moen eommunily of relivious [ith™ , aed “the membership qualifcation of te common evmmunily™
could constitate “the csscmtisl facts of the civil secicty” in the process of relimons movement, The
Chrstian church is a leaven in socicty, and the church has elose rolations to socicty. Dy allewing
penple tn gather and form a “comvmem: eommmity of faith™ | relighms organizations can he ancial re-
sources o mgke Chinese sociely lum le g civil sociely, Therefune, the conlesnporary Chinese Chris-
liupily van eontribule someting o build up the Chinese sociely.

The third omd lust speuker in the moming scesion was P'rof. Sun Shongyane, Prof,. Sun haes
carned his fume mit only beemso of his sesdemde achicvoment on religous socielogy bot alse beo-
canag of hiz contriturtion in the field of Chinese church history, eapecially the Chinese chureh histo-
ry before 1840, The wpic of Prol, Sue™s presenlalion was “ Chinese Trulilivng] Colleres Sludy Fe-
ver, Seareily of Meaning and The Trend of Universily Sledents” Allilude loward Religiong: A Sprvey
in Beljing”. This prescntation was hascd on a surrcy on university studente in Beljing done by the
author. Tiared on the analysis of the data, Pmof. Son presented several conclusions. First, attention
ghould he paid to the fact that there ia indeed a acareity of meaning among university students. They
keep thinkinge of the problem of meaning, but il s ool ensy for Gem W Ond sulislelory answers.
Secomd, althoush belicven: of ehgpons constitute less than 20 pereent, only 21, 9 poreent roport that
they arc it Intercstod in any relimon. Third |, anwng non — belicvers, the mumehrthat eports that
they are interested in Confocianizm, Buddhism and Tasism {496 percent of the total } s higher
than epee whoy repord Dl ey ame inleresled o Chaslianily (17,6 percenl of [he lolel ), This
shows The inllpenes of Chinese Irwdilional eullure sludy fever, Fourdh, e more e slodenls [hink
of the problem of meomming, the more likely s it for them to resort to corc functions of relision.
Fifth, when they are in need of a spiritual souree to help them to pass thmogh the erisia of meaning
mest of them {621 percent) tum to a seientific view of life and world and non — Marxist philose-
phy, bat not religion, “They are indeed as secular as their counterparts in Westem aociety, Sixth,
those who report thet they turn to relimon (10, 6 pereent) sre more than those who tum to Mardsm.
This indicates that the dominant idoolopy is losing its hopenuomy.

Prof. Zhan Lin's specch opened the aftemoon seseion. Prof. Zhao i a well knovn in the ficld
|,|-r I_l-]'li]l;mplll-i_:u] uru] I'I:.IiEiI_II_Iﬁ :5L|,|1,]i1:3. i [.:llfrlu, r|1|||: I.-l,:I_r-u; erlll-s E,;lri:ud:rll,.al.il,ul Wil ‘G]Uljlﬂ] ”l::-'..'l::]l_lp—
mnl Treengd of Chrglineily in the Pysl — Calonigl Fe"™. Hesinmng wilh Philip Jenking wil_‘ll:ﬂ;ll‘l;',.u,l,l -
den thut Cod is seing southward, Prof. Choo confirmed that “ Christimnity has been changing from o
religion of the rich, the white and the capitalist to one of the onder - privileged , colored and poople
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in the developing countries™. However, the situation of Christianity in Asia is quite different from
l]'lal. ur I zaliee .ﬂurrlun—l_‘.u .uru;] ﬁ.rr-u_'a.. 4 ri:'l.'-wu] J lml;liL-lr_ruﬂ] Il:]l-ﬁl-ull:s el r_rurl.:t -u-r -’Lu.l-ﬂ pr::un:lllu. da
scrivus challenge to Christism development in the rerion while it wpholds the Hindo amd Islamic po-
sitions and advantapes, Relipions, cultures , and the social  political statns are stepping stones for
Christianity in the region. Ag for China, Christianity is expecting a time of discntanglement. Ag is
he ense wilth Eslam gm] Hingduisen . Ching is ']':EF-"':"-II-':-‘]}' Lrving lay Tingd u vy o mmipcermizlion wilk-
vul weslermizalivn. Allhough Choslinnily bos been srowing [ost recenlly, i s chollenged by bolh
Chincac politics and the traditional Chincse culture, Morcover, sccolarization is another hig chal-
lemge: o the development of Christianity in China. (n the other hand, Christianity mects also in
Ching o Tavourable allilode among [he poor as well as The conseipes { whal does be meant), We
should leok for mswers to the question “when will Cod, if he does, zo custwand where he wos made
known to the world?™

The: following speaker Su Thochan, a young profraser from Wohan Theivemity, delivercd his
presentation on the topic “The Golden Hule; A Comparizon hetween Comfucianizm and Christiani-
ty". His presemtution identificd and entiqued a widely secepted view defended by some Chimese
seholur: pnowedays that thore are many fmpomant differencecs betwoon the Chrstan version of the
Czolden Hule and ita Confucian coamterpart. He calla this view * differentiam™ . While details of dif-
rﬂn::ill_i:tlll viry rl'l,lllrl m';lru]ur [IT] :y;'h,:l]ﬂr, SLIE 1_11:r|l.lﬂl .ﬂrﬁ[lrlll:lll:i 1_'.!,:!|_,|]|,| ]'_u:: SEEI 11 l]'u: wrl-l_in!.:s ur sl
differentists, On the enc bhand, his presentation simed o cxomine relevent formm loations applicd by
some leading diffcrentists , such as Deng Xiaomang, Wang Xisochao , Zhan Dunhua and Zhoa Xoe-
nyi, and showed that the differentist strategy docs not provide a credible argument to support their
dilferentizn, On the other bamd, his presenlation angued strengly thal the lwo versions of the Golden
Rule wre equul w ench olber in some core respecls, The conclusion which wes Ooolly reached by
Prof. Su is that " gencrally spoaking, Confucisnism and Christisnity arc cqual rogarding the (zaldon
Tule. ™

The lusl lv.'tr:.- 5|_uﬂ.||nc|:r, Fhopp xl_lurl':'i_, sl breer AL |_;|n_|-|i:¢m_|r Iraen W pbgn l..|r|i'..'|::r:|g;|-L:|.'r Have u
sptevh on the wpic of “Culluml Adaptobility of Confucianism and Chostonity™. In bis view, cul-
ture aduptability shoold be considered ae the muon topie of emoss — cultuml studies between Comdu-
clanisgm and Christianity. He waed two appmached for the comesponding reacarch. Fimt was the
methnd of paratactic analysis | which means to treat them as two independent entities and to compare
their replics to similor zrowt chollenzes and tnmesformetion: in their own histories. Sceond is the
method of Intoructive unalysis, which means w0 toat them as o cunterpart and to compare their re-
action to each other's impact. Thmogh hoth historical and comtemporary analysiz, the anthor came
to a conclusion that Confocian strategy of cultoral adaptation iz more diffosible and realistic, focu-
sing, g soeigh = Ll gl sell — |'|,.|||-||||m:r|L; whereps '_,:I'lr'ls.l.l'urlil._l.r is mre phebrel and shows mpeh
more attention in the relipions identity with the consciousness of (ther's | God) prosence. With e-
gard to these different stratogics of cultural adaptability, there should still be strong tension betweon
Conlycignisem gl '_.,:IIF-Iﬂ.ll-tlllil._'r' in the reconsiruclivn of Chinese cplipre in the 2151 EI:III.L.Ir]-’.

The Trum wus closed by Prof, Sukaramuhe Touwla, dineclor of he Deparimen] of Comparalive

Deligion, Faulty of [Tumanitics.
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