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English title:
Legitimacy and the Becoming of Local Christianity

HUANG Jianbo
Ph. D. lVLinz.u Universily nI chm
Ammo Professor, InsLilule of Anlbmpolngy, Remnin Univetsily of cum 100872, Beijing, China.
Email: buang2005@ rue. ed... on

Abstl‘act;Abstract; Based on the field study of a church in Northwestern China, this article depicts

how a local Christianity form comes into being with a struggle between existential legitimacy and re-

ligious legitimacy. II: the process of dealing with the tension between acceptance by the locals and
religious traditions, the local church somehow enriched the forms and expressions of global Christi-
anity. Besides the case itself, the article also tries to propose a theoretical framework for a better

understanding of Christianity in Chinese society.

Key Words; local Christianity, legitimacy, religious expression
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