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English Title;
Extending Chinese Traditional Words to Cover New Meanings

TTake Christian Concepts “ righteousness" as an Example

MA Lemei
P11. D. , Associate Professor,
School of Foreign languages,
Shaanxi Normal University

Xi‘ An 710062, China

E —m:ril:

Abstl'act;Extending some Chinese traditional terms to cover new meanings is an eifective technique
by which some foreign concepts make their way i.nto Chinese. The traditional Chinese terms have an

advantage over the newly made ones they can provide the readers with some associations, which

can soften the effect of what we call “ culture impact" in translation, and enhance understanding.

This paper is intended to find out how the translating technique of extension renders two Christian
conceptsTrighteousness and mediatoréinto Chinese linguistic and cultural contexts. It discus-

ses the similarities and the differences between the biblical “righteousness" and Chinese“ )1" , and

the Christian “mediator" and “
'3i31';i%" , pointing out that extending bridges the Chinese traditional

notions and foreign Biblical concepts, at the same time the two are different despite the apparent
convergence.

Key words; Bible, righteousness, translating, extending the Chinese traditional terms to cover new
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