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English Title;
Another Type of Christianity

TThe Image of Jesus Christ the ‘ Heavenly Brother’ i.n the Chinese folk religion ‘ The Reli-

gion of the Worship of God’

CHU Xiaohai,
Ph. D. from Fudan University,

Associate Professor, Department of Chinese language and Literature,

Em China Normal University, Shanghai, 200241 ,Chin.1.
Email: gigimooney@ hotmail. com

Abstract;This article discusses the image of Jesus Christ in the paintings and poems of the Religion

of Worship of God (henceforth RWC) of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom. The RWC, unlike the

Christian tradition which places Christ at the centre of Christian belief , merely borrowed the image

of Christ as a mediating symbol. This was a creative measure taken by Hong Xiuquan and the RWC

to manage the relationship between Christian faith and native Chinese consciousness; and this was

also a creative transformation of the symbolic connotation of the image of Christ illuminated by native

consciousness.

Key Wordsglmage of the Heavenly — brother Iesus,Religion of Worship of God, Folk Beliefs, Sym-

bol
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