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English Title .
The Social Basis of Martin Luther’s Justification by Faith

WANG Yaping
Professor, School of History and Culture, Tianjin Normal UniversityXiqin District Binshui xidao 393,3000387 Tianjin City,P. R.
ChinaTel. 86-135-2052-4545. Email : waangyaaping@ 126. com

Abstract; Closely following the historical and social background of Martin Luther’s formula
Justification by faith, the present author explores the significance of Luther’s reformation. First,
through an introduction of the historical context behind Luther’s Religious Reformation ( the three
aspects of the relation between politics and religion, the change of social structure,and the form of
cultural education ) the author points out the following: the development from manors to market
economics ( craft and commercial activities) made the “individual person” become more and more
obvious. Such a change offered a social basis for Luther to reform church liturgy and the traditional
understanding of absolution. The author also analyzes the influence of humanism, classical
philosophy and theology on Luther. He points out that the influences from Aristotle, Aquinas,
Tauler,Scott,Ocham and Erasmus have offered a doctrinal basis for Luther to develop his formula of
Justification by faith. On this basis the author agrees with Tuomo Mannermaa that Luther’s doctrine
of Justification by faith is not contradictory to the Orthodoxical doctrine of theosis, and asserts that
Luther’s formula is built upon the foundation of classical Christian thought on Christology.

Key terms: ustification by faith , manors , market economics , humanism,social basis
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