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Abstract ; Eleventh Century church reform should be understood as a gradual , spontaneous process.
Reformers , even radical reformers, were not natural enemies of kings or emperors, since they did not
at first propose a program to challenge and attack the honor and dignity of those authorities. Church
reform did not start as a challenge to imperial power,even if the crisis of church and state occurred
during that period. The conflicts between Henry IV and Gregory VII were not based entirely on the
contradictions of their principles. Leaving aside their personalities, that fierce struggle could to a
great extent be attributed to the complex political situation in Germany at the time. A long series of
tensions and conflicts between the Salian kings and the German princes had transpired since the
eleventh century, and the traditional relationship between the dynasty and the princes had profoundly
changed during this time. The latter had come to play an increasingly important political role within
the empire. Their positions and attitudes directly affected the processes and outcomes of the so-
called Investiture Contest. During the reign of Henry V ,the princes participated widely in imperial
affairs ,including issues of the investiture,such that the Concordat of Worms was in fact a trilateral
agreement ( Pope , emperor and German princes). In “The Emperor’s Privilege” of The Concordat of
Worms ,we see the words, “All these things are done with the advice and consent of the princes,”
and then the princes’ names. This was a clear indication of the princes’ rank and responsibilities
within the Empire.

Keywords ;: Church Reform,The Concordat of Worms, German princes, political role in the Empire

71





