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Ⅰ　Introduction:Considerationsonthechoiceoftopic

MorganHurd,agirladoptedbyanAmericanfamilyfromanorphanageinChina,wontheworld
gymnasticsallＧaroundtitle;Rosie,agirlwithDownsyndromeadoptedfrom China,becameacyber
starunderthecareofheradoptiveparentsintheUnitedStates．．．Thehappystateofthesechildren
hasarousedcuriosityinalotofChinesepeople．TheywonderwhyAmericanscamefromsuchagreat
distancetoChinatoadoptchildren．Didtheydothisfortheirownpensionorotherutilitarian
purposes? Ithasbeenfoundthatoverthepasttwodecades,about１００,０００abandonedbabieshave
beenadoptedbyAmericans,mostofwhomshareacommonbeliefbackground:faithinGod．Someone
discoveredanoldphotographtakeninthe１８８０sofafemalemissionarycheckingbythepoolher
basketsforholdingabandonedbabies．．．Peoplecomparethewesternconceptofequalityofallhuman
beingswiththepreferenceforsonsinChinesesocietyinanattempttounderstandthisphenomenon

９５
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ofadoptionofabandonedbabies．〔１〕

TheacademicinquiryintoChristianphilanthropyprecedestheinterestamongthefolkpeople．
Sincethebeginningofthe１９９０s,therehavebeenagreatdealofhistoricalresearchonthecharitable
activitiesofchurchesandmissionariesonthemainlandwhichismentionedbythemodernmedical
history,thehistoryofmissionaryandthehistoryofsocialrelief．Therearealsomanyresearchpapers
writtenfromtheperspectivesofsocialwork,charitylegislation,charitytheoryandpractice,Christian
charityandsocialrelations,andcontemporaryreligiousbenevolentwork．〔２〕Wecanseethatonly
sincetheearly１９８０􀆳sstudiesbegantobefairandobjective．Incontrast,thepreliminarydiscussions
inthe５０􀆳s,theearlyyearsoftheRepublicofChina,thereliefandcharityactivitieswererevealedand
criticizedasthehypocrisyofthelandlordclassandbourgeoisieorasimperialistencroachingtools
againstChina．Missionariesand Modern Chinahasachapterspecificallyonthecharityofthe
Church．〔３〕InthemeantimescholarsintheUnitedStates,Japan,Taiwanandotherplacesalsobegan
therelatedacademicexplorationandpointedoutthatChina􀆳scharity,thecreationofcharitable
organizationsandreliefactivities,startedinthelateMingandearlyQingDynasty,andcontinued
untilthe Republicof China．North Americanscholarsbelievethattheseorganizationsarea
manifestationoftheappearanceofChina􀆳smodernlocalautonomyandcivilsociety,whileJapanese
scholarsbelievethatalthoughChina􀆳sbenevolentactivitiestookplaceinthefolklevel,theyhavea
complexrelationship withstatepowerandurbansociety,sotheycannotbeconsideredaslocal
autonomyanddonotsupportthe “squire (xiangshen 乡 绅)dominationtheory”argument．The
studiesinoverseasandinTaiwannotonlypointtotheuniquepositionofthesecharitiesinthe
evolutionofChinesesocietyfromtraditiontomoderntimes,butalsopayspecialattentiontothe
interactionbetweencharitiesandthestateandsociety,openingupanewperspectiveonthehistoryof
philanthropyandcharitableorganizations．〔４〕

Recentstudieshaveshownthatmissionariesandchurchcharitiesplayadoubleroleinmodern

０６

〔１〕

〔２〕

〔３〕

〔４〕

SeeWechatofficialaccount“Insightvision”article“１００,０００ChineseabandonedbabiesadoptedbyAmericans,between
misfortuneandgoodfortune,whatkindoflifetheyhaveexperienced”２０１８Ｇ１１Ｇ２５,wechat“weinsight”,https://mp．weixin．qq．com/s/

LSPA０JJrf０Jy５dXhgynqgQ．Buttheanswerthesepeoplefindisincompleteintermsofhistoricalfacts．ThisphotoisaProtestant
missionary,buttheCatholicChurchesinChinabegantheirreliefactivitiesforabandonedbabiesmuchearlierandinamuchlargerscale,

andtheyaremoreimpactedinChina,asisshownbytheTianjinMassacre(１８７０)．After１９４９,Catholicorphanagesweretakenoverby
thestate;orphanagegravesweredugupinmanyplaces,andthebonesofyoungchildrenwereexhausted(becausethesickchildren
wereabandonedmore,andthemedicallevelatthattimewaslow,sothatthedeathrateinorphanageswashigh,in whichcase
missionariesbaptizedsickchildren,thussavingtheirsouls)．Theconductofthe missionaries wasregardedasthehypocrisyof
ChristianityasaninstrumentofimperialistaggressionagainstChina．

SeeZhengjunYang,“ReviewoftheResearchoftheChineseBenevolentHallsandBenevolentSocietiesinthePast３０
Years”TheOpenTimes．(２)２０１０,pp．１４９Ｇ１５８．GuilinZeng．“AReviewoftheHistoryofPhilanthropyinModernChinaintheLast２０
Years”ModernHistoryStudies,(３)２００８,pp．１４７Ｇ１６０．

ChangshengGu,MissionariesandModernChina,(Shanghai:ShanghaiPeople􀆳sPress,１９８１)．
ThemostinflencialworksarewrittenbyJapaneseauthrossuchasFumaSusumu(夫马进),AStudyofBenevolentSocieties

andBenevolentHallsinChina,(Kyoto:KyotoUniversitypress,１９９７),Wuyao,YangWenxin& ZhangXuefeng(tr．),(Beijing:The
CommercialPress,２００５);andKohama,Masako(小浜正子),The“public”andthestateinmodernShanghai,GeTao(tr．),(Shanghai:

ShanghaiGujiPress,２００３)．ChineseHongKongscholarAngelaKiCheLeungalsowroteagoodbookonthistopic,CharityandMoral
Transformation:PhilantropicOrganizationsoftheMingandQingPeriods,(Taipei:LinkingPublishers,１９９７)．WhileAmerican
scholarsMaryB．RankinEliteactivismandpoliticaltransformationinChina:ZhejiangProvince,１８６５Ｇ１９１１,(Stanford,Calif．:

StanfordUniversityPress,１９８６)andWilliamT．Rowe,Hankow:CommerceandSocietyinaChineseCity,１７９６Ｇ１８８９(Stanford,Calif．:

StanfordUniversityPress,１９８６)aremuchmoreemphasizingtheformationofthecivilsociety．
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Chinesesociety〔５〕theycannotbeseensimplyastoolsofcolonialism,norasmessengersofmodern
civilization,butshouldbemoreneutrallyseenas “bridges”．TheQinggovernmentpromotedthe
developmentofcharityinmodernChinatoacertainextent,startingfrominspecting,restricting,and
preventingmissionary􀆳schildＧrearingandcharitablemedicalactivities,tolatertakingthepolicyof
retreatingandrelaxing．Inaddition,thechurch􀆳scharitablereliefhasrelievedthepressureonChinese
societyinthewarandenhancedtheunderstandingof Westernculture．Buttheresearchersalso
pointedoutthatthispromotionisnotnecessarilydonethroughapositivemechanism,thevoluntary
faminereliefbytheChinesegentryinareassouthoftheYangtzeRiverinMingandQingDynasty
didnotdirectlyimitatetheWesternmissionary􀆳sreliefactions．Onthecontrary,therewasevena
strongsenseofresistance．Thebenevolentworksofthegentryclassdevelopedinconfrontationwith
Westernmissionaries．〔６〕Inotherwords,fromthebeginningoftheMingandQingDynastiestothe
present,therehasbeentensionbetween Christiancharityand Chinesesociety,andthepublic
understandingofChristiancharityactivitiesisnotallpositive．

Therearealsoseveralpapersdiscussingthesongdynasty􀆳sclanreliefandofficialcharity,〔７〕but
allthestudiesshowthatChinesecharityworkandorganizationsinthemodernsenseemergedinthe
lateMingandearlyQingDynasties,andwererelatedtotheintroductionofChristianityintoChinese
Society．However,thereismoreresearchonProtestantcharitableactivitiesandideasinChinese
academiccircles (therearetwiceas much “Christianity”“charity”searchitemsas “Catholic”
“Charity”onthemostpopularsearchingengineer,i．e．NationalKnowledgeInfrastructure,CNKI
database,andtherearefewerprofessionalpapersofinＧdepthresearchonthehistoryoftheCatholic
Church,thesocialteachingoftheCcatholicChurchanditscontemporarypractice．〔８〕

BecauseofthegreatinfluenceofChristiancharitableideasandactivitiesonChineselocalcharitywork
andsociety,andtherelativelyweakresearchofCatholiccharitycomparedtocharityresearchofother
religions,〔９〕thispaperfocusesontheimpactofCatholicChurchcharityonChina,afterreviewingthe
characteristicsandhistoricalinteractionbetweenCatholicandtraditionalChinesecharitableideas(including
Confucianism)．ItakethesocialworkoftheShanghaiCatholicChurchasacasestudy,introducingtheidea
of“PhysicalandSpiritualCompassion”andrelatedpracticesintheperiodfromXuGuangqi(１５６２－１６３３)

toBishopJinLuxian(１９１６－２０１３),andfinallydiscussthefourissuesthatneedscautiousconsiderationfor
thefuturedevelopmentofCatholicChurch􀆳scharitywork．

１６

〔５〕

〔６〕

〔７〕

〔８〕

〔９〕

Cf．YouBinandPaulosHuang２０１９:“NewInterpretationofMartinLutherinthePerspectiveofChristianSinicization”,

InternationalJournalofSinoＧWesternStudies,vol．１６,７Ｇ１４．(https://www．sinowesternstudies．com/latestＧvolumes/volＧ１６Ｇ２０１９/)

C．f．WangWeiping,“TheReliefofSuBeiinthe２ndYearofGuangxuReignandtheGentryinJiangan”,HisticalAchieve,

V．１,２００６,pp．９９Ｇ１０２．LiWenhai,RiseandDevelopmentofBenevolenceReliefinLateQingDynasty,StudiesinQing History,(３)

１９９３,pp．２７Ｇ３５．Zhu Hu,LocalMobilityand Beyond,(Beijing:Remin UniversityofChina,２００６),pp．１５０Ｇ１５９,pp．３２５Ｇ３４０．Xia
Mingfang,OntheProtestantMissionaries􀆳FamineReliefduring１８７６－１８７９,StudiesinQingHistory,(２)１９９７,pp．８３Ｇ９２．

Forexample,XingTie,“BenevolenceFarmsteadinSongDynasty”,HistoryTeaching,(５)１９８７,pp．１５Ｇ１７．SongCaiyi
&Yusong,“OfficialCharityforChildreninSongDynasty”,JournalofHistoricalScience,(５)１９８８,pp．２５Ｇ３０．

TheimpressivepublishareXiaoQinghe,“SalvationandEducation:OnCatholicCharityWorkforChildreninChinaduring
Mingand Qingdynasties”,JinanJournalPhilosophyand SocialSciences,(９)２０１３,pp．６０Ｇ８０,Han Siyi,“Convergenceand
Transformationon Charity Thoughtsand Practicesbetween Catholicism and Confucianism during Late Mingand Early Qing
Dynasties”,JinanJournalPhilosophyandSocialSciences,(９)２０１３,pp．５８Ｇ６５．

C．f．LiuFujun,etc．,“AnAnalysisoftheCurrentResearchonReligiousCharitiesinContemporaryChina”,StudyofChristianity,
(１)２０１４,pp．３８６Ｇ４０１．
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Ⅱ　betweentraditionalChinesecharityandChristiancharity

２．１　DifferencesinChineseandWesternCharitableThoughts
Chinesesocietyhasalongtraditionofaccumulatingvirtueandperforminggooddeeds．The

GreatUnity,PeopleastheRoot,andbenevolenceandlovearethebasisofConfuciancharityideas．
ThepassageofRitualandOperationinTheBookofRitualssaysthat“Thewaytowalkthegreat
wayistolettheworldbeforthepublic．Selectthesagesandchoosethecapable,valuecredibilityand
cultivateharmony,sothatpeoplearenotonlykindtotheirownrelatives,notonlytakecareoftheir
ownsons;lettheoldbelookedafter,thematurebeofuse,theyoungdeveloptalent;takecareofall
thepoor,thewidowsandwidowers,thefatherlessandmotherlessorphans,thehandicapped,andthe
sick．Letmenhavejobsandwomenhavehome．Letpeopledetestthrowingthingsonthegroundbut
nothidethemforthemselves;letpeopledislikenotexertingefforts,butnotworkfortheirown
benefits．Sotherewillnotbeanytricksandtreacheries,nostealing,norebelling,andnorobbing．The
outgateofeachhouseholdcanalwaysbeleftopen．SuchaworldiscalledtheGreatHarmony．”In
additiontothe Confuciantradition,the Buddhistconcepts ofcompassion,field ofblessing,

Bodhicitta,causeandeffectKarma,theTaoisttraditionofrespectingtheTaoandcherishingthe
virtue,theideaofhelpingtheworldandsavingpeople,theIslamicideaofvaluingboththislifeand
theafterlife,doinggooddeedsandhelpingthesociety,allhaveapositiveimpactontheconceptof
Chinesecharity．

However,Kang YouweiinhisBookofGreat Harmonyanalyzedthe weaknessofChinese
society􀆳scharityandcharitablerelief．HethoughtthatChinesecharitableactivitieswerelimitedto
donatingancestralhall,landofrighteousness,hamletsofrighteousness,andhelpingthepoorand
settingupschools．Suchendeavorsfocusedmoreonclansthanthecountry,helpingpeoplewithinthe
clanbutnotanyoutsiders．Historically,becauseofthelongtraditionofvaluingmenandslighting
womeninChinesesociety,coupledwiththealternativeunderstandingofthereincarnation,〔１０〕the
phenomenonofabandoninganddrowningbabygirlsandchildtraffickingusedtobeverycommon．
Thetraditionalreliefforwidowsbythesocalled“CleanVirtueHall”(清节堂)wasmoretomaintain
theruleof“threeobeyingandfourvirtues”,makingwomenthesacrificingvictimoffeudalcodeof
ethics．Inaddition,theRighteousReliefsuchasgivingthepoorporridge,clothing,rice,andcoffins
onlyremediedthesuperficialsymptoms,andhadastrongsenseofselfＧinterestandutilitarian
purpose．〔１１〕

ChristianityhasbroughtverydifferentcharitableideasandpracticestoChina．TheChurch
speaksofhumandignity,equalitybeforeGod．Thechurchoffersnotonlymaterialcarefortheweak,

butalsospiritualhelp,andthrougheducationhelpsthemtoacquirebasic workingskills．The

２６

〔１０〕

〔１１〕

Asthemissionariesrecorded,“ThereisamuchmoreseriouscrimeinChina,whichisthepracticeofdrowninggirlsinsome
provinces．．．．Becausetheybelieveinthereincarnationorreincarnationofthesoul,whichjustifiedthisbarbarism practise．Itwas
believedthatthesoulofthedeadwillbeincarnatedintothenewbornperson,sotheycoverthisterribleatrocitywithniceexcuse．”

MetteoRicci& NicolasTrigault,DeChristianaExpeditioneapudSinasSusceptaabSocietateIesv,thistextistranslatedfromits
Chineseversion,LiMadouZhongguoZaji,(Beijing:ChineseBookCompany,１９８３),p．９２．

C．f．ZhangLiheng,“OnCharitableworkinShanghaiatRepublicEra”,RepublicanArchives,(３)１９９６,pp．１３９Ｇ１４４．
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Church􀆳scharitableideasarebasedontheloveofJesusChrist,onfollowingJesusChrist,believing
it􀆳smoreblessedtogivethantoreceive．Love,theessenceofcharity,isthesupremecommandmentof
Christiansintheirlife．

EarlymissionariestoChinaputthisuniqueethicalrequirementas“compassionforthephysical
andspiritualsorrow ”(形神哀矜),i．e．,“thesevenwaysofcompassionforthephysicalsorrows”:
“one,feedthehungry;two,givethethirstywater;three,givethenakedclothing;four,takecareof
thesickandtheprisoners;five,offerroofforthetravelers;six,payransomforthecaptivated;seven,

burythedead”and“sevenwaysofspiritualhelpforthesorrowful”:“one,teachtheignorantand
illiterate;two,exhortpeopletodogood;three,criticizethewrongdoers;four,comforttheworried;

five,forgiveinsults;six,forgivepeople􀆳s weakness;seven,prayto Godforthelivingandthe
dead．”〔１２〕Taketheexampleoforphanagesinparticular．TheJesuitsofthelateMingandearlyQing
Dynastiesattachedgreatimportancetothebaptismofabandonedbabies．“In１６９４,webaptized３,４００
children;in１６９５,２,６３９;in１６９６,３,６６３;andaboutthesameinthefollowingyear．”〔１３〕TheJesuits
alsoadoptedorphans,abandonedbabies,amongwhomtheyraisedpreachersorbelievers,orfound
themfosterfamiliesafterthebabiesgrewup．

Fromthebeginningofopeningtradingportsinthe１９thcenturytotheearly２０thcentury,

CatholicchurchinChinaestablishedmorethan５０nurseriesandorphanagesthroughoutthecountry．
Hostingabandonedbabiesandtreatingdiseases,caringfortheelderlyandwomenbecamepartofthe
missionaryactivitiesofearlymissionariesandthemainformoflovingvirtueservice．Butchurch
charityactivitiesafterthelateQingDynastywereoftenregardedaspartoftheculturalaggressionof
Westernimperialism．Becauseofmisunderstandingandhostility,thecharityactivitiesofthenursery
evencausedhostilityandpresecutionagainstchurchinsomeplaces;〔１４〕becauseofthehighmortality
rateinthenursery,peopleinthe１９５０softenusedthenurserycemeterytocriticizethehypocrisyof
missionaries．

２．２　Interactioninpractice
Lookingattheworldhistory,wecanseethatmoderncharityisdevelopedthemostinthe

countriesthat have Christianity religious belief．Thisis ofcourse related to the economic
development;itisalsorelatedtothecharacteristicsofreligiousculture．Inthethreeplacesonboth
sidesoftheTaiwanStrait,thecharitableservicesprovidedbytheChristianreligionhavebeen
dominantoverotherreligions(withtheexceptionofTaiwanafter１９８７〔１５〕)．Inthehistoryofthe
charitydevelopmentinmainlandChina,thecharitableactivitiesandorganizationsoftheCatholicism
andProtestantismextendtheirrelieftoawiderpublic;fromtheprevious“valuingmaterialsupport,

ignoringeducation”to“valuingbothphysicalsupportandmentaleducation”．Apartofthegentryof
fashionacceptedthisideaandbroughtaboutthetransformationofthetraditionalChineseShantang

３６

〔１２〕

〔１３〕

〔１４〕

〔１５〕

C．f．DongShaoxin,BetweenthePhysicsandSpirit,(Shanghai:ShanghaiClassicsPublishingHouse:２００８),p．６１．Itlikes
thebuddismalmsincludingmaterialalmsgivinganddhammaalmsgiving．

JeanＧBaptisteDuHalde,LettresEdifiantesEtCurieuses :EcritesDesMissionsEtrangeres(ChineseVersion),vol．１,Zheng
Dedi(tr．),(Zhengzhou:Elephentpress,２００５),pp．２３２Ｇ２３３．

C．f．LiHuachuan,“TheOriginandSpreadoftheLegendthatWesternersStealandEatChildreninChina”,Histrical
Studies,(３)２０１０,pp．４８Ｇ５９．

C．f．HanJunkui,“ReligiousPatternand ReligiousCharityin Taiwan:AnInterpretationBasedon MultipleContract
Theory”,ChinaNonprofitReview,(v．８)２０１７,p．１８７．
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(善堂,benevolenthallorcommunity)．Theimportantfeatureofmoderncharityisthatitprovides
basicvocationaleducationfortheaidedandhelpsthemtosupportthemselvesandbecomeselfＧ
reliant．Ofcourse,thechurchisalsoexpandingitssocialimpactthroughcharitableactivities．

BecauseofspecialsocioＧpoliticalreasons,Chinesecharitableorganizationsandactivitieswere
suspendedformorethan３０years．ProtestantChristiancharityworkresumedafterthe１９９０s．With
thereleaseofthe“OpinionsonEncouragingandStandardizingtheReligiousCommunitytoEngage
inPublic WelfareandCharity Activities”in２０１２bythesix ministriesandcommissions,“The
GuidingThoughtsonPromotingtheHealthyDevelopmentofCharity”inDecember２０１４bythe
statecouncil,and“LawofCharityinPeople􀆳sRepublicofChina”inMarch２０１６,newopportunities
haveemergedforreligiouscommunitiestoparticipateincharitableservices．Intheconstructionofthe
neweraofsocialismwithChinesecharacteristics,themainconflictisbetweenpeople􀆳sgrowingneed
forabetterlifeandtheunevenandinadequatedevelopment．Thegovernmentencouragesallkindsof
socialforces(includingreligiousgroups)toactivelyparticipateinsocialconstructionandtoeasethe
contradictions．〔１６〕ManyCatholicsandCatholicscholarsarekeenlyconvincedthat,inviewofthe
characteristicsoftheCatholicChurchitself,fromthepointofviewofsituationalethics,religious
socialservicescanconstructagoodsituationoffriendlymutualassistance,changethebadsituation
ofpeoplebeingtheapatheticonlookers,〔１７〕andbecomeanintegralpartofthesocialconstructionin
contemporaryChina．

Ⅲ　ContemporaryChineseCatholicCharityActivities:ShanghaiasanExample

CatholicChurchinChinaarerichinregionaldifferencesand,thereforecannotbegeneralized
withoutdistinctiononanysubject．WecanonlygetinＧdepthandaccurateunderstandingthrough
investigationofeachareaandconcretecase．ShanghaiisthecenterofChina􀆳seconomics,finance,

shippingandtrade．CatholicChurchhasparticipatedinandwitnessedthemodernizationofthecity
andisanimportantcarrierofculturalexchangebetweenChinaandtheWest．AsShanghaidiocese
wassetupearly,hasalargenumberofbelieversandgreatsocialimpact,itistheheartoftheChinese
CatholicChurch．AsShanghaiwasfairlyearlyopenedtointernationaltradeandtheChristian
religion,thecharitydevelopmentinShanghaihasacertaintypicalityandcanbetakenasamicrocosm
ofChina􀆳scharityhistory,despitethefactthatChina􀆳sgeographicalcultureisverydiversifiedand
religionandcharityineachplacehavedevelopedindifferentways,bearingdifferentcharacteristics．

３．１　EarlyCharityPracticeinShanghaiDiocese
WhendiscussingShanghaiCatholicChurches,PaulXuGuangqi(１５６２－１６３３)isaninescapable

figure．HeisthefounderoftheShanghaiCatholicChurch,oneofthethreeChristianpillarstonesin
lateMingDynasty,friendtotheJesuitmissionaryMatteoRicci,ascholarＧbureaucratcalledbythe
Christianfaith,afamousstatesman,andscientist．Despiteofhishighpositionhewassohonestand
uprightthatwhenhepassedaway,hehadnomoneyleft．ManyrecordsshowthatXuGuangqigave

４６

〔１６〕

〔１７〕

C．f．GuChuanyong& Zhaohua,“SuggestionsonEncouragingandRegulatingReligiousCommunitytoEngageinPublic
WelfareandCharityWork”,JournalJiangsuInstituteofSocialism,(４)２０１７,pp．６２Ｇ６７．

C．f．ZhouLanlan,“TheSituationalValueofCatholicSocialService”,CatholicChurchinChina,(３)２０１６,pp．１９Ｇ２６．
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thechurchstrongfinancialsupport．Forexample,in１６２８,thefirstreigningyearofEmperor
Chongzhen,hedonatedtothechurchforcharityservicesallofhissalaryofthefirstmonthafterhe
wasgivenbackhispreviouspostofprimaryassistantministerinthe MinistryofRitualsand
Ceremonies．“Sincethenhisdonationdoubledwhathegaveinthepast．Rightafterhereceivedhis
salary,hetookittothechurch,putitonthealtars,donateditforcharityendeavors,andshowedhis
gratigtudeforGod．Thesquirebelieversfollowedhisexample．Theirdonationgatheredandgrewtoa
bigsum numberandwasusedtosetupaCharityOrganizationwhichhelpedinnumerablepoor
people．”〔１８〕

XuGuangqi􀆳sfamiliesanddescendantsstillmaintainedthischaritytradition．Forexample,his
granddaughterCandidaXu(１６０７－１６８０)wassaidbyhercontemporariesthat,“sheadoptedalotof
abandonedbabies,foundservantsandwetnursesforthem,andboughttombsforthem．”From１６７５
to１６９６,thenurseryshefoundedtookatotalof５４８０abandonedbabies;sheoftensaidthat“thepoor
andthelackingareallmyChristianbrothers．”Aftercelebratingherownbirthday,shetookoffthe
silverpiecesfromherembroideredrobeandthepearlsfromhercrownofphoenixandgavethemall
topoorpeople．It􀆳ssuchapitythatwhenpeopletalkaboutthebenevolentsocietyattheendofthe
MingDynasty,theyoftenonly mentionthe WulinBenevolentSocietyfoundedby MichaelYang
TingＧyun,theChangshuBenevolentAssociationbyQuShisi,theJinyangBenevolentAssociationby
WangZheng,andtheSanshanBenevolentSocietybyYeYifan,butbarely mentiontheShanhui
foundedby Xu Guangqiand hisfamilies,nordothey mentiontherelationship betweenthis
organizationandtheCharityOrganizationofMotherofGodfoundedbyMatteoRicciin１６０９．〔１９〕

Asisshownbyresearchdata,in１３７４,the７thyearofHongwuReigninMingdynasty,Shanghai
begantohavealmshouseswhichheldorphans,widowsandwidowers,andthedisabledandthesick
people．Intheearly QingDynastynurseriesbegantoappear．Bytheearly１９thcentury,charity
organizationsbeganto grow in number．Thecountry􀆳sfirstchildren􀆳sshelter,the Tousewei
Orphanage,foundedbytheShanghaiJesuitCommunity,cameintobeingin１８６４．Fromtheendofthe
QingDynastytotheperiodbeforetheRepublicofChina,mostofShanghai􀆳sShantangwereprivate
charityorganization(fellowcountrymanassociationsorclubs),fundedbyguildsoftradegroups,

partlyfromofficialgrants．In１９１１,afterthechangeofpowerinShanghai,asthefundsofShantang
couldnotbeguaranteed,theshanghailocalgovernmentamalgamatedthe majorfolk charity
organizationsinto “ShanghaiCharitySociety”(originallycalledtheShanghaiMunicipalCharity
Society,changedtothisnamein１９１４),inchargeofallocatingfunds．Becauseofthechangeinnature
ofthenonＧgovernmentalShantang,manyfolkcharityorganizationswereclosedoneafteranother．
However,withtheurbandevelopmentandlocalautonomyofShanghaiintheRepublicofChina,

variouscharitablerelieforganizationsand activitiesorganized bythe Christian religion were
developing．Thefolkcharityorganizationschangedfrominitiallyrejectingandrefusingtogradually
acceptingandlearningfromactivitiesoftheWesternMissionaries,whichdirectlybroughtabouttheir

５６

〔１８〕

〔１９〕

Lidi,BriefbiographyofXu Wendinggong,SongHaojie(ed．),TheFirstPersonthatDigestWesternandChineseCulture
Together,(Shanghai:ShanghaiClassicPublishingHouse,２００６),p．２３２．

ZhuXiaohong,“LeOpereDiCaritaDiXu GuangqiEIL LoroFondamentoTeologico,acuradiElisaGiunipero”,Un
CristianoallaCorteDeiMing:XuGuangqieildialogointerculturaletraCinaeOccidente,(MILANO:GuerinieAssociati,２０１３),pp．
１４３Ｇ１６０．
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owndevelopment．
３．２　TheFormerStatusofChurchCharities
Accordingtothedatainchorography,in March１９５１,statisticsshowedthattherewere６６０

“foreignＧfunded＂publicserviceinstitutionsineducation,medicaltreatment,relief,andcultural
publishingincludingschoolslikeSt．John􀆳sUniversity,HujiangUniversity,ZhendanUniversity,St．
Mary􀆳sMiddleSchool,ChineseandWesternWomen􀆳sSecondaryUniversity,andhospitalsandclinics
suchasGuangciHospital,BethelHospital,andTongren Hospital．Amongthese６６０institutions,

therewere４１２ ProtestantChristianand１８３ Catholicorganizations,whereasonly６５cultural
institutionswerefundedbyotherchurches(e．g．Judaism)．〔２０〕Asisshownbythestatisticaldata,

thenumberofsocialservicesoftheChristianreligionisthehighest(includingthecharitableservices
sector,asshownbythedatathattherewere４６reliefandwelfareorganizationsthateitherreceived
UnitedStatessubsidiesorwererunbyforeigninvestment,amongwhichChristianreligionshould
alsohavearelativelyhighproportiion)．〔２１〕BecauseofthelargenumberofProtestantdenominations
andthefragmentationoftheactivitiesofvariousinstitutions,itcanbesaidthatShanghaiCatholic
socialserviceshaveanoverwhelmingadvantageinnumberandstrength．

ThesocialserviceinstitutionsrunbytheShanghaiCatholicChurchdidnotentirelyrelyon
foreignsubsidiesandoperation．Forexample,LuBohong(１８７５－１９３７),alocalgentryandafamous
industrialist,foundedmanyinstitutions．HefoundedsevencharityorganizationswhichweretheNew
GeneralNusery,PuciNursingHome,theSacredHeartHospital,ChinaPublicHospital,theSouth
CityEpidemicHospital,YangshupuClinic,andBeijingCentralHospital(coＧorganizing);healso
establishedfiveschools,i．e．Yingxiu MiddleSchool,SacredHeartGirlsVocationalSchool,Jiaxing
MingdeGirlsMiddleSchool,DongjiaduJinxingElementarySchool．Amongtheseorganizationsthe
mostfamousonewastheNewGeneralNurserywhichafterbeingrundownbymismanagementwas
takenoverbyLuBohongin１９１１andexpandedtoalargescaleOriginallydesignedtoaccommodate
１５００people,itactuallyheldabout３０００people．Ithadseparatesectorsforthesick,theelderly,the
disabled,theorphaned,thementallydisturbed;hadroomsfortheimprisoned,forwomenfostering
home,nursery,epidemichospital,freeclinic,andhadsubordinatingelementaryschool,vocational
skillinstituteaswell．HeinvitednunsfromtheDaughterofCharityofSt．VicentdePaulfor
professionalmanagement．Theorganizationrunwithahighstandarduntil１９４９．

Therewere６５charityorganizationsregisteredinShanghaiMunicipalSocialMinistryin１９３４．
Thenumbergrewto１１４in１９４７．ButafterthefoundingoftheNewChinathenumbergradually
shrankanddisappeared．In１９５１,theCivilAffairsDepartmentfirstlytookovertheUSＧfundedand
foreign———runcharitableorganizations;theninSeptember１９５２itbegantoreorganizeandhandle
theremainingcharityorganizationsbybanning,assimilating,andencouragingtodissolve．Bytheend

６６

〔２０〕

〔２１〕

Accordingto“TheRegulationondealingwiththecultural,educationalandrelivingagentsandreligiousgroupsreceivingthe
Americanallowance”and“TheRegulationonregistrationofthecultural,educationalandrelivingagentsandreligiousgroupsreceiving
theforeignallowance”byTheStateCounciloftheCentralPeople􀆳sgovernmentonDecember３１,１９５０,TheShanghaiMilitaryControl
CommissioninitiatedtheregistryofficeandcompletedtheregistrationonMarch５,１９５１．Thequatedinthisarticleispartofthiswork．
C．f．OfficeofShanghaiChronicles,“ChronologyofShanghai(１９４９－１９５２)”,２０１８Ｇ１１Ｇ２,http://www．shtong．gov．cn/dfz_web/DFZ/

Info?idnode＝１９５９３１&tableName＝userobject１a&id＝２９３０６９．
C．f．“CharityWork”,ChronologyofShanghai,Vol．４３,Chapter３,２００８Ｇ７Ｇ２２,http://www．shtong．gov．cn/dfz_web/DFZ/

Info?idnode＝７９８１１&tableName＝userobject１a&id＝１０４５４５
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of１９５５,therewereonly１１privatecharitygroupsleft．Thesesurvivinggroupswerealltakenoverby
thestateinJanuary１９５６;thus,allthecharitableorganizationsestablishedduringtheRepublicof
Chinadisappeared．Thissituationcontinueduntil１９９３,whenShanghai􀆳sfirstnonＧgovernmental
charityorganization,the ShanghaiPudong New District Charity Societyforthe Elderly,was
established;in thefollowing year,the Shanghai Charity Foundation,then thelargest nonＧ
governmentalcharityorganizationinthecountry,cameintobeing．〔２２〕

３．３　NewPracticeofCharityinShanghaiDiocese
WiththedeepeningofreformandopeningＧupinthe１９８０s,religiousactivitiesbegantorevive

anddevelop．TheCatholicDioceseofShanghaiestablishedtheShanghaiCatholicGuangqiPressin
１９８４toconductreligiousculturalresearchandtheinternaldistributionofpublications．TheShanghai
CatholicIntellectualsAssociation,officiallyregisteredwiththeCivilAffairsDepartmentin１９８６,

providesfreemedicalconsultationandtreatmentinthediocese,setsupforeignlanguage,computer
andmusicfurthereducationschoolstoservethecommunity,insyncwiththedevelopmentofthe
ChristianNanjingLoveVirtueFoundation．In１９８９and２００２,twohomesfortheelderlyChristians
wereopenedinMinhangandPudongdistrictrespectively;in２００５,theGuangqiSocialServiceCentre
wasestablished;hencesocialservicesreachedanewlevel．Today,Shanghaihas morethan１４０
parishes,５archparishes,inwhichtheGuangqiSocialServiceCentercoordinateslargeＧscalesocial
welfarecharityactivities,theparishpriests,thePatrioticAssociation,andtheIntellectualAssociation
servethecommunityindependently,formingamultiＧlevelsocialactionnetwork．〔２３〕

Comparedwithotherdioceses,theDioceseofShanghaihasinvestedheavilyinsocialservices．
Theannualquotaforcharitableinvestmentgrowsfromprevious４to５millionRmbtopresent６
million,ofwhich５００,０００isgiventotheShanghaiCharityFoundation,５００,０００totheRedCross,

andalloftherestisusedforeducation,caringfortheelderlyandthemigrantworkers,medicalcare
andspecialprojectsofsocialservices．ThedioceseofShanghaialsopayscloseattentiontotheaging
problemofthemetropolisandtheproblemofmigrantworkers．TheGuangqiSocialServiceCentre,in
conjunction withthelocalcaring groupsofvariousparishes,hasregularly visitedand offered
condolencestotheelderlypeopleover８０yearsold,theagedwithoutfamilies,andthesickpeople
thirtythousandpersonＧtime,andsupportedtheelderlyinneedmorethan１０００personＧtime．〔２４〕

CatholicchurchinShanghaidoesnotonlyoffersocialserviceworktoitsowndiocese,butalsoto
manyprovincesandautonomousregionsofthecountry．Thediocesenotonlyoffersocialservice
directlytotherecipientsbutalsoworkstogetherwithparishsocialserviceorganizationsindifferent
areasintheformsimilartofoundations,helpingtheirrelievingcharityservicework．Inthesocial
servicescarriedoutbytheDioceseofShanghai,unconventionalemergencyreliefisonlyasmallpart;

theconventionalcharity work putssupporting education as priority,which alsoreflectsthe
characteristicsofmodernrelief:givethenecessaryrelieftovocationandeducation,therebychanging
oreliminatingthecausesofpoverty．From２００５to２０１５,theDioceseofShanghaidistributedmore

７６

〔２２〕

〔２３〕

〔２４〕

C．f．“CharityWork”,ChronologyofShanghai,Vol．４３,Chapter３．
StatisticaldataquotedfromtheunpublishedreportsbySr．MaryPanXiufangandFr．RaphaelGaoChaoPeng,whoarethe

directorsofGuangqiServiceCenterofShanghaiDiocesewithappreciations．
ItshouldbenotedthatlotofLaityinShanghaiDioceseinvlovingcharityworkorfoundedcharityorganizationtotakecare

theabandonedinfantsorhelpthemigrantwork􀆳schildren,buttheirreligiousidentitiesareintentionallynottobedisclosed．
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than３,０００personＧtimegrantstostudentsfromuniversities,primaryandsecondaryschoolsaswell
astechnicalschools,coveringareasintheNorthＧeast,NorthＧwestandSouthＧwest,helpedtobuild
andassistmorethan３０schoolsandkindergartens,４orphanages,３serviceorganizationsforpeopleof
amencia,andsomemainlandfriarmonasteries．Inadditiontofundingtwonursinghomesforthe
elderlyrunbytheShanghaiDiocese,theGuangqiSocialServiceCenteralsofunds１８homesforthe
elderlyinChina．

AsfarasthenationalCatholicChurchisconcerned,１８diocesesinthecountryhavesocial
serviceorganizations(socialserviceoffices,centersorcharityplaces)．ShanghaiGuangqiService
Centerisonlyoneofthem．Othercenterswithrelativelyhighexposureratein mediaarethe
HebeiJindePublic WelfareServiceCenter (“JindeCharities”),LiaoningProvinceCatholicSocial
ServiceCenter(“ShengJingCharity”)andsoon．〔２５〕Accordingtothereportofthe９thChinese
NationalCatholicsCongressheldattheendofDecember２０１６,therewere２５９Catholiccharity
organizationsnationwide,１２１nursinghomesfortheaged,８hospitals,９９clinics,１０nursinghomes
fordisabledbabies,１３kindergartens,and８charityfoundations．Morethan１８５ millioncharitable
donationsweremadein２０１０－２０１６．

WhenCatholicchurchesinallotherareasareworkinghardtodevelopcharitableservices,

charitypracticesoftheShanghaiCatholicChurchnolongerhaveadvantages．Comparedwithother
Catholicdiocesesocialservicesorcharitablefoundations,although“GuangqiSocialServiceCenter”is
themainpartofdiocesecharityandsocialservice,itismerelyonlyapprovedbythedioceseandhasa
recordintheMinistryofReligionwithoutbeingofficiallyregisteredincivicpoliticaldepartment．
Comparedtothestandardizedcharitableorganizationsorcharitablefoundations,itissolelyfundedby
thedioceseandadequatelyfunded．Inaddition,thereareonlyfiveandhalffullＧtimestaff;the
turnoverrateofvolunteersishigh．Therearenotenoughprofessionals,whilethefullＧtimestaffare
mostlynunswhorarelyhavetheopportunitytofurtherstudyformostoftheirtimeisengagedin
routinework．ComparedwiththeChristianLoveVirtueFoundationoncedevelopedinthesamepace,

theshanghaidiocesecharityworkhasfallenbehind．

Ⅳ　FourchallengestotheChurchCharityfortheFuture

First,thequestion ofhow the Christian valueaffects Chinesesocietycannotbe merely
consideredfromthetheoreticalpointofview．Asasocialgroup,theChineseCatholicChurchitselfis
avulnerablegroup,staggeringforalongtime．〔２６〕Onlyinthelasttenyearshasitbeenabletobe
involvedinsocialpublicwelfare．Likeothersocialgroups,itsabilitytoparticipateinsocialpublic
affairsandtoservethecommunityisrelativelyweak．That“ineffectiveprophetic”attitude,or“naive

８６

〔２５〕

〔２６〕

SeeZuoFurong,“OnChineseCatholicSocialServicesinceReformandOpeningＧup”,JournalofGuangdongIndustrial
Univeristy,(１)２０１３,pp．３４Ｇ３９．

Accordingtothewhitepapertitled “China􀆳sPoliciesandPracticesonProtectingFreedom ofReligiousBelief＂bythe
InformationOfficeoftheStateCouncilonApr．３,２０１４,Thereare６millionsCatholicPopulation,８,０００priests,whichisless０．５％ of
totalpopulationinChina．



RachelXiaohongZHU:TheImpactofChristianCharityonChineseSocietyandtheChallengesinthefuture

utopianism”,〔２７〕andtheoptimisticbeliefthat“oncethekeylinkisgrasped,everythingfallsinto
place”,thatpropheticcriticismcansolvetheproblem,areallverynaive．Thehistoryofcharityin
Chinashowsthatthedevelopmentofcharitableactivitiesandcharitableorganizationsisclosely
relatedtolocalpolitics,economy,culture,socialsecurity,lawenforcementandsoon．Ontheone
hand,theemergenceofChristiancharitywasconnectedtotheexchangebetweenChinaandthe
West;thedevelopmentofChristiancharityoncehadsomeimpactonthedevelopmentofurban
administration,localautonomyandpublicdomain;ontheotherhand,atatimewhenthestateis
guidingthedevelopmentof “religioninthedirectionofsinicization”,therelationshipbetween
religiouscharityandthepoliticaleconomicsandculturalenvironmentisevencloser．Thelegalsystem
andthelevelofgovernmentadministrationdirectlyaffecttheroomfordevelopmentofreligious
charity．Therefore,itisbeneficialandnecessarytogodeepintoeachsituationanddiscussinmultiple
levelsfromtheangleofhistory,politicalscience,sociology,andthelegalfield．

Accordingly,thedevelopmentofCatholiccharity,likethedevelopmentandothersocialaffairsof
thelocalchurch,cannotdowithoutinteractionswithvariousgovernmentdepartments．Ifchurch
leadershaveoptimuminteractionwiththegovernment,wellgraspandthoroughlyunderstandthe
policiesandregulations,theywillhavemoreinitiativeindealingwithmatters,andmorepossibilityto
putforwardadviceconducivetothedevelopmentofchurchphilanthropy．〔２８〕Inaddition,church
leadersareoftenbothpastorsoflocalchurchesandmembersoftheNationalPeople􀆳sCongressor
CPPCCin urban counties．These networksareconducivetotheestablishmentofatrustful
relationship,becomingthefavorableresourcesforcharitywork．〔２９〕This,ofcourse,isnottopromote
somekindof“greypragmatism”,〔３０〕buttosaythatchurchpeopleneedprofessionalskillsandknow
howtohowtoputthedoctrineintorealityinthesecularrealminalimitedspace．

Second,whichrolewillChristianChurchtakeinperformingcharity? Administrativeguidelines
andlegalprovisionssuch asthe ２０１２ “Opinions on Encouraging and Regulating Religious
CommunitiesforCharitableActivities”bythesixministries,andtheCharityActof２０１６,infact
raisedaquestionforthereligiouscommunity．Thatis:istherecompleteagreementbetweenthe
charitablemissionandthereligiousmissionofthereligiousorganizations? Howshouldreligious
organizationsadjustinengagingincharitableactivities? Isthepurposeofsocialcharitytoattract
peopletojointhechurch? Ifso,doesn􀆳titproverightwhatmanypeopleworryinreality,that

９６

〔２７〕

〔２８〕

〔２９〕

〔３０〕

SeeKarlＧHeinzPeschke,‘SocialEconomyinthelightofChristianFaith’,PauterH．Werhahn,TheEconomicRoleand
SocialResponsibilityofEntrepreneurs,LeopoldLeebtr．(Shanghai:EastＧChinaNormalUniveristypress,２０１１),p．９．

OneofthethreeweaponsoftheunitedfrontoftheCommunistPartyofChinaispoliticalconsultation．Religiouspeople,

throughconsultativedemocracytosubmitsuggestions,toparticipatethedecisionＧmakingandimplementationofpolicies．Sincepolitical
consultationsystemmainlyoperatesonspecialissueswiththosewhoworkonthoseissues,consultationwithdifferentconstituencieson
handlingofproposals,whattheCPPCCmembersfromreligiousgroupscancontributeareexclusivelyinthereligiousaffairs,butrarely
intheotherrealmssuchaspolitics,law,finance,socialdistributionandsocialsecuritysystem,whicharemorecrucialforajustsociety．
Thatistosay,ifthechurchpeoplewanttoparticipatemoreinthedecisionＧmaking,thechurchpeopleshouldtoimprovetheircapacities
inpoliticalconsultation．

TheresearchshowsthathowtheCPPCCmembershiphelpsthechurchleadertobuiltupthenetworkthenhelpthechurch
developmentinreturn．LiuYing & Sunhuiying,“AStudiesontheResourcesfortheReligiousOrganizationsinthePhilanthropic
Works”,JournalofJiangsuInstituteofSocialism,(２)２０１９,pp．６０５６３．

PopeFrancispreachedinthemasson May５th,２０１９inSofia,Bulgaria,andpointedoutthattheGreypragmatismisthe
greatestthreattothecommunity,inwhichfaithdegenerates．
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charityactivitiesaim forpeopletoconvert;religionsarevyingforthe massthroughcharity
activities?

Theauthorhasarguedwithsomepastorsandpriestsoversuchquestions:whatisthefruitor
purposeofcharityforpublicwelfareorsocialservicesasawayofspreadingGod􀆳sword? Isitto
evangelize,toconvertmorepeople? Isitusingthereliefsystemandreliefresourcestocompetefor
believers? OrisittobearwitnesstoGod,tolove? Issavingthesoulpriortocaritasservice?

FortheCatholicChurch,safeguardinghumandignityistheprimaryprincipleofitssocial
thought;Charityserviceistheend,notthemeans．BishopJinLuxianoftheDioceseofShanghaionce
said:IntheBible,Jesustaughtthatwhatyoudoforthelittlepooroneiswhatyoudoforme,what
youdountothesepeople,youdountome;youarefeedingmewhenyoufeedthosehungrybrothers;

youareclothingmewhenyouclothethosewhohavenothingon．Therefore,weseeJesusinthe
poor,andwhenweservethepoor,“weareservingJesus”．〔３１〕AnotherNorthernpriestssharedthe
ideaoftheirsocialservicecentrewithalsosimilarwords:servingthoseinneedisourgoal,notthe
means．WealsoexplicitlyinformourpartnersthattheServiceCenterisaserviceorganization,nota
missionaryorganization．Weservepeopleregardlessoffaith,onlytomeettheneedsofsocietyas
muchaspossiblewithinourability．〔３２〕

Third,charityisthemeanstoachievesocialjustice．ThesocialteachingoftheCatholicChurch
followsfourprinciples:humandignity,commongood,subsidiarity,andsolidalityAmongthem,the
SubsidiarityPrinciplemeansthatwhatthelocallevelcando,thehigherＧlevelshallnotmeddlesoas
nottodeprivingthefunctionofthebasiclevel．Instead,thehigherＧlevelneedsonlytoassistand
coordinate,soastoencouragethecreativityoftheindividualandbasicsociallevels．Inotherwords,

thestateessentiallyshouldnotexpandtheresponsibilityofpovertyalleviation;instead,through
cultivating mutualassistance mechanismssuch asthefamily,neighborhood,parish,thesocial
charitablereliefcanbedone．Theimportantmethodofsocialwork,thecommunityＧneighborhood
approach,isbasedonthis．

CatholicChurchandChristianitydonotneedtoshyawayfromtheirbeliefs,historicaltraditions
anduniqueadvantages．Nowadays,manysocialworkersinthecountryemphasizeonthegoalof
“totalperson”,introducingreligiousspiritualresourcestohelprecipients;Catholiccharitiescanalso
naturallybringtheChristianWorkEthic,Familyethics,andsocialethicsintocommunities,andshare
witheveryone．The“wholeＧperson”hereisverysimilartotheChurch􀆳s“humandignity”principle．
TheChurchbelievesthat“humanbeingisthecenterandthepeakofallthings”;everyoneisthe
“livingimage”ofGod;allarebrothersandsistersforwhomJesusChristdied;eachpersonhas
receivedunparalleleddignityfromGod;eachindividualisevenmoreimportantthanthesocietyasa
whole．Althoughthisprinciplefocusesonthehumanbeing,itinfactemphasizestherelationship
betweenheavenandman,becausemanistheimageofGod．Throughcharitablerelief,eachpersonis
givenallthatheorsheneeds;hisorherdignityasahumanbeingisherebysafeguarded．Thewords
ofabovementionedJinLuxianandtheNorthernclergymenarebasedonthis．Onlywhen “Ajust

０７

〔３１〕

〔３２〕

JinLuxian,“Poor & Rich:PreachingatChristian MassEve”,JinLuxianCollected Works,(Shanghai:ShanghaiLexicographic
PublishingHouse,２００７),p．３２１．

ZhangKexiang,“OnthePositiveRoleofReligiousOrganizationsinBuildingaHarmoniousSociety”,CatholicChurchin
China,(１)２００８,pp．７Ｇ１４,p．１３．
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societycanbecomearealityonlywhenitisbasedontherespectofthetranscendentdignityofthe
humanperson．”〔３３〕Therefore,inthissense,charityworkisanimportantwayfortheChurchto
participateintherealizationofsocialjustice．

Theessenceofcharity workislove．PopeBenedictXVIalsospokespecificallyaboutthe
relationshipbetweenjusticeandloveintheencyclical “GodisLove”．Hesaidthatsincethe
nineteenthcentury,therehavebeenpeopleopposingchurchcharitableactivity,arguingthatthepoor
neednotcharitybutjustice．thatitwillnotonlyfailtopromotesocialjustice,butwillevenhinder
humanprogress(no．２６)．PopeBenedictexplainedthatwhilecreatingfairandjustsystemsandrules
isthemostbasicresponsibilityofpolitics,justicecannotbetakencareofbytheChurch;ajust
societycanonlyberealizedbypolitics,insteadofbythechurch．TheChurchurgespeopletotake
interestinjustice,topracticejustice,byawakeningloveand wisdominpeople．Thepracticeof
benevolenceisstilloneofthemostpowerfulwaysfortheChurchtoinspirehumansocietymorally
andspiritually．〔３４〕PopeFrancisalsomentionedthattherearenotalwaysidealsocialandpolitical
conditionswaitingfortheChristian,encouragethefaithfulstoservethecommongood,tobuilda
societythatismorejust,humaneandrespectfulofthedignityofeachperson．〔３５〕

Thereportofthe１９thNationalCongressoftheChineseCommunistPartymentionsconstructinga
socialsecuritysystempredominatedbythegovernment,joinedbythemarketanddiversesocialentities．How
doestheChristianreligiontakeadvantageofthiseastwindtobringitsownideasandsocialservicetradition
intoandbecomeapartofregionalsocialwork? Howshallchurchparticipateinthefollowingsocialservices
fieldsopenedbythegovernment,morethan１０sectorsincludingchildren,adolescents,theelderly,women,

thedisabled,correctional,preferentialcareplacement,socialassistance,schools,communities,medical
services,andenterprises?〔３６〕

Fourth,theprofessionalismofcharitywork．Theearlierfirstandsecondquestionbothrelateto
theprofessionalismofcharitablework．Ifwelookatthehistoricalbackgroundofwesterncharity
work,therelationshipbetweenprofessionalismandChristiancharityhasundergonethreestages．In
thefirststage,therewasakinshipbetweenChristiancharityandsocialworkinEuropeandthe
UnitedStates．Thethreemethodsofsocialwork,namelythecaseＧbyＧcaseapproach,groupapproach
andcommunityＧfriendlyapproach,weredirectlyformedinthechurch􀆳scharitablepracticeofpoverty
alleviation．〔３７〕

１７

〔３３〕

〔３４〕

〔３５〕

〔３６〕

〔３７〕

PontificalCouncilforJusticeandPeace,CompendiumoftheSocialDoctrineoftheChurch,no．１３２．SeeVaticanOffical
websit,http://www．vatican．va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/justpeace/documents/rc_pc_justpeace_doc_２００６０５２６_compendioＧ
dottＧsoc_en．html

SeePopeBenedictXVI,Deuscaritasest(２００６),no．２８,alsoseetheLetteroftheHolyFatherPopeBenedictXVItothe
Bishops,Priests,ConsecratedPersonsandLayFaithfuloftheCatholicChurchinthePeople􀆳sRepublicofChina(２００７Ｇ５Ｇ２７),no．４．

PopeFrancis,MessageofHisHolinessPopeFrancistoTheCatholicsofChinaandtotheUniversalChurch (２０１８Ｇ９Ｇ２６),

no．２& No．６．
Thewesternscholarclassifiesthesocialworksas１３categories,i．e．,youthhealth,elderlyservices,behavioralhealth,bereavement/

hospicecare,children/youth/family,clinicalsocialwork,internationalissues,diversityandtheequality,AIDS,globalization,peaceandsocial
justice,schoolsocialworkandviolenceprevention．SeeYanKejia,“ProfessionalSocialWorksandReligiousSocialService”,JournalofShanghai
InstituteofSocialism,(１)２００７:１０Ｇ１５,p．１５．Whilethese１０sectorsofthesocialworksinChinahavebeenregulatedastextbookforthenational
qualificationexaminationforthesocialworkers．Fromthedifferences,wecanseethedifferentfocusofsocialworkbetweenChinaandtheWest．

LuChengren,“TheOriginofSocialWorkandChristianPublicWelfareCharity”,JournalofEastChinaUniversityof
ScienceandTechnology,(１)２０１３,pp．４４Ｇ９５．
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Inthesecondstage,atthebeginningofthe２０thcentury,socialworkandreligiongradually
driftedapartfromeachotherbecauseoftherequirementsforvocationalindependenceandservice
professionalism．Inordertocomplywiththerequirementsforwelfarestates􀆳takingresponsibilityin
socialaidingandforthesecularsystem,socialworkplacedgreatemphasison managerialskills,

rescuearchitecture,systematicskills,specialknowledge,andprofessionalethics．Theprofessional
pragmatism andautonomy did notcompletely dovetail withreligiousvalues;sometimesthere
occurreddifferencesandevenconfrontations．Foralongtime,peopleneglectedtheimpactofreligious
andspirituallifeonsocialwork．Therewaseventhetendencytoreplacereligiousandspirituallife
withthesocialservicesofreligiousgroups．Thesocialparticipationofreligiouscharitiesseemedtobe
marginalized．〔３８〕

Thethirdstageisfromthe１９７０stothepresent．Pushedbytheconceptchangingofwelfare
statesandthepromotionofprofessionalism (forexample,withthedevelopmentofspecialization,

peoplerealizethatthereligiousbackgroundoftheserviceobjectneedstoberespected),European
countriesandtheUnitedStateshavereＧincorporatedreligiousspiritualresourcesintothesocialwork
professionaldevelopmentconsiderations．

IfthisprocessoccursnaturallyintheWestwiththeprogressofsecularization,then,inChina,

theemphasisonsocialcharityprofessionalismismoreoutofdistrustofreligionbythesocietyand
thegovernment．Ofcourse,thereisalsopressurefromtheprofessionalismitself．Christiancharity
practitionersshoulddeliberatelyandpassivelydistancethemselvesfrom religiousbeliefs．While
investigatingandresearchingonShanghaiCatholics,theauthorhasobservedthatsomepublic
welfarecharityorganizationsmainlyconsistedofchurchmembersareawareofthedoublepressure．
Theorganization membersinactivitiesandreportsdeliberatelyavoidany wordsthatcan be
associatedwithreligion,strictlyabidingbytheprincipleofworkingquietlyandkeepingthelowＧkey
inanypublicity．

Ofcourse,astheChurchsocialcharityonlyrestarted２０yearsago,issuesofprofessionalismhave
alwaysbeenthekeytosolving manyproblems．Suchissuesincludeorganizationalstructureand
systemarestillimperfect;thereliefvolunteers,despiteoftheirpatienceandpassion,lacknecessary
skilltraining,lackingunderstandingofthepeopletheyserve,havingunclearserviceintentionand
objectives,theiractivitiesoftenbeingrandomandunplanned;thecontentandformoftheserviceare
simpleinthatthereareonlytheconventionalprojectsofhelpingthoseindangeranddistress,aiding
thepoorandthe weak,buildingroadsandbridges,andsupportingthelonelyelderly,lacking
systematisms,longterm sustainability;thesocialimpactoftheserviceislimited;resourcesare
dispersed,andsocialsupervisionisweak．Onlybytrainingexistingpersonnel,employingfullＧtime
personnel,enhancingprofessionalismandincreasingtheirownstrengthcanCatholicchurchcharity
effectivelyimprovethecurrentdifficultsituationofhavingnostrengthstoachieveitshighaims,

advanceinconstructingafairandjustsociety．

２７

〔３８〕 YanKejia,“ProfessionalSocialWorksandReligiousSocialService”,JournalofShanghaiInstituteofSocialism,(１)２００７,

pp．１０Ｇ１５．
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中文题目:
基督教慈善对于中国社会的影响及其未来的挑战

朱晓红,博士,副教授,复旦大学哲学学院宗教学系,光华西楼２５１５,２００４３３上海市,中国.电话:＋８６Ｇ２１Ｇ５５６６Ｇ４２２０,

手机:＋８６Ｇ１３７Ｇ８８９５Ｇ４３２９电子信箱:xiaohongzhu＠fudan．edu．cn

摘要:慈善就是基督徒最大的诫命“仁爱”的具体体现,同时也是教会推进社会公义的重要途径.有鉴于此,本文选取
基督教慈善角度考察天主教慈善思想和实践对中国社会过去、现在和今后的影响.本文首先考察了中国传统慈善观念
和基督教慈善观念的差异和互动,考察了近代以来基督宗教慈善观念对中国善会从传统向现代社会组织转化过程的影
响.并以历时态和共时态中的天主教上海教区的慈善工作为例分析它的特色以及所存在的问题,最后对可能困扰教会
慈善走向未来的四个问题进行了探讨.

关键词:慈善;中国天主教;宗教;社会工作
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