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AReviewontheJointInternationalConferenceofNordicForumofSinoＧWestern
Studiesand２０thInternationalSymposiumonBicosmology

LIUJing

(MacauUniversityofScienceandTechnology)

From６thto７thAugust２０１９,the “２０１９InternationalConferenceofNordicForumofSinoＧ
WesternStudies”,sponsoredbytheNordicForum ofSinoＧWesternStudiesand２０thInternational
SymposiumonBiocosmology,washeldattheUniversityofHelsinki,Finland．

Morethan２０professors,scholarsanddoctoralstudentsfromBeijingNormalUniversity,China
UniversityofPoliticalScienceandLaw,MacaoUniversityofScienceandTechnology,Universityof
Edinburgh,UniversityofHelsinki,UniversityofNizhniNovgorod,WhiteheadInstituteandNepal
SanskritUniversityattendedtheconference．TheparticipantsconductedinＧdepthandproductive
discussionsontopicsofbiologicalcosmology,naturalphilosophy,naturalhistory,naturalhistory
education,DunhuangStudies,philosophyofreligion,appliedphilosophy,comparativephilosophyand
otherrelated philosophicalissues,andtriedto providea practicalpath with globalcultural
characteristicsforsolvingtheproblemsofglobalnaturalhistoryandnaturalhistoryeducationby
integratingtheideasandwisdomofparticipantsfromEuropeandAsiancountries．Thefollowingisa
briefoverviewofthemainissues．

１．NaturalHistory,NatureandEducation

ProfessorLiu XiaotingofBeijing Normal Universityfocusesontheparadigm ofnatural
philosophy,Chinesetraditionalstudiesonnaturalhistory．ItispointedoutinthetopicthatGreek
naturalsciencecontainstwotraditionaltensionsofnaturalhistoryandnaturalphilosophyinits
origin．DuetotheprominentdirectionofcontemplationintheevolutionofGreekthought,itledto
theemergenceofnaturalphilosophy．Ontheotherhand,naturalphilosophy wasevolvedinto
metaphysicsandintroducedtheconceptofnaturalscienceinmoderntimesthroughmedievalefforts．
Thepopulareducationintheworldintroducedinthispaperistheindustrializationeducationwith
thisnaturalscienceastheparadigm．Duringthetraditionalevolutionprocessofthenaturalhistory,it
ismainlybasedonthenaturalenvironment,usingvariousmethodstointegratepeopleintonature,

establishanorganicconnectionbetween manandnature,andpromotethehealthygrowthand

９６１



国学与西学 国际学刊 第１８期,２０２０年６月

developmentofhumaneducation．In particular,theeducationrelatedto nature,includingthe
educationcarriedoutinnature,theeducationofunderstandingandexperiencingnature,andtheuseof
natureeducationhavethegreattheoreticalsignificancetoembodiedcognition,emotionalrealm,

naturalfeelings,socialenvironmentalprotection,selfＧhealing,etc．ProfessorLiuhasstressedthe
analysisontheparadigmofanecdotesthatcollectedalltheknowledgebyChinesetraditionalstudies
onnaturalhistory．

ProfessorLiuXiaotinghighlightedtheconceptofimageＧrelatedknowledgeinthedominantform
ofnaturalChinesestudies．Theimagecanbedividedintoobjectimage (imageofnature)and
hexagramimageofYi．Theobjectimageistheappearanceofthething,andthehexagramimageis
thearrangementformofthehexagram,whichistheskillofholdingtheimage．Theformerindicates
abstractionandcontemplation,whilethelatterembodiespracticalityandskill．Thisdeterminesthat
ChinesenaturalhistoryandWesternnaturalhistoryalsodiffergreatlyinthewayofeducation．The
mainreasonisthatnaturalhistoryeducationnotonlyadherestotheoverallconcept,skillsconcept,

socializationconcept,survivaleducation concept,wisdom education conceptand multicultural
concept,butalsoincludeawiderangeofsocialandeducationalcontent,especiallythecontentswhich
arecalledarteducationandphysiqueeducationinthe West．Inthisregard,thecommonlycalled
EducationforQualities,GeneralEducationandLiberalArtsEducationcanbeclassifiedorincluded
inthescopeofnaturalhistoryeducation．ThereturnofthetraditionofnaturalhistoryandthereＧ
establishmentoftheparadigmofnaturalhistorymakethepromotionofnaturalhistoryeducationnot
veryurgent．Tothisend,ProfessorLiupointedoutthatitisnecessarytoadvocatethesentimentor
spiritofnaturalhistory,andactivelyexplorethenaturalresourcesofhumantradition,especiallythe
historical,humanistic,physical,intrinsicandclassicalexperienceofChina．Inparticular,itisoffarＧ
reachingsignificancetopopularizenaturalhistoryandsetupaparadigmofnaturalhistoryeducation
assoonaspossibletorealizeuniversaleducationinthenewera．

DingHongwei,aresearcheratWhiteheadInstitute,focusesontheanalysisofthe“embodied”

characteristicsofnaturalhistoryeducationinhispaper,andmakesaninＧdepthdiscussiononseveral
coreconceptsofembodiedcognition,phenomenologyofeducation,embodiedphilosophyandnatural
historyeducationatdifferentlevels．Inabroadsense,thestudyofdifferentlevelsofnaturalhistory
educationisbasedontheinstinctivewayoflivingwithnature．Throughobservingtheexperiential
activitiesofplants,animals,insectsand mineralsin nature,itpromotesthe multidimensional
developmentofhumanknowledge,emotionandvalues．Inanarrowsense,naturalhistoryeducationis
toguideandencouragechildrentofullydeveloptheirinstincttobeclosetonature,sothatchildren
canacquireknowledge,emotionandvaluesintheprocessofdialoguewithnature,andfinallyforma
harmoniousstateofmindandlifeconcept．Thus,researcherDingputforwardthespecificconceptof
embodiedphilosophy．Theembodiedphilosophyisthecognitivebasisofthesimilarityoflinguistic
signs,thethreebasicprinciplesofembodiedphilosophyaretheembodied mind,thecognitive
unconscious,andmetaphoricalthought,whicharethephilosophicaltheoreticalbasisfortheresearch
ofembodiedcognitionin naturalhistoryeducation．It makesadetailedanalysisonthethree
dimensionsofnaturalhistoryeducation:thedimensionofnatureeducation,thedimensionofnatural
historyeducationandpracticeＧorientednaturalhistoryeducation．

ProfessorPaulHuangoftheUniversityofHelsinkiputforwardvaluablesuggestionsonthe
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contemporarytransformation ofknowledgeinnovationeducation mechanism,i．e．Educationin
FinlandandGeneralEducationinChinese．SincetheEducationinFinlandhasbeenrankedfirstinthe
worldbytheUnitedNationsformanyyears,especiallytherecentannouncementthatFinlandwill
graduallyabolishtheestablishmentofprofessionaldisciplineshasattractedworldwideattention．
BasedonhisexperienceinFinlandformorethan２０years,ProfessorHuanghasanalyzedthatseveral
mainfeaturesofkindergartens,primaryschoolsandsecondaryschoolsinFinland(superficially)are
shortclasshours,lesshomeworkandfewerexaminations．Teachingismainlycarriedoutinarelaxed
formwhichseemstobe“play”．Studentsdonotadvocatecompetitionwitheachother,butemphasize
cooperation．Atthesametime,relevantinternationalorganizationshavecometotheconclusionthat
thequalityofeducationinFinlandisamongthebestthroughtestingandevaluation．Finland,asone
oftheworldＧfamousNordicwelfarestates,itsfaraheadcompetitiveness,integrity,livability,human
happinessindexisanindirectproofofthequalityofitseducation．AsperProfessor Huang􀆳s
experience,itcanleadtofarＧreachingconclusion．Asa Chinesescholar whopromotesgeneral
educationinuniversities,IwasinspiredbytheempiricalphenomenalistedbyProfessorHuang,as
wellastheacademicqualificationsandtheirimplicationsforcontemporaryhumanbeings,especially
forChineseeducation．

２．BiologicalCosmology

ThestructureofbiologicalcosmologybyProfessorKonstantinofUniversityofNizhniNovgorodin
Russiareflectsacornerstonemoment．Thescopeofthebiologicalworld (relatedtolifeprocesses)is
unlimited;itcontainsallpossiblelifephenomenaand processes:biology,ecology,anthropologyand
individualism (psychology),socialculture,cosmology(i．e．globalization)evolution,includingtheprocessof
culturallifeonearth．(Theonlyexceptionisthefieldofpoliticalresearch,takingintoaccountitscomplexity
andthedifficultiesinachievingrealisticscientificmethods)．ProfessorKonstantinpointedoutinhispaper
thatanynaturalscience,socialscienceorhumanitarianscience(exceptpoliticalscience)willmatchthe
researchissuesandexchangeofviewsinthemainstreamofbiologicalcosmology,butonlyinthecaseof
explorersusing(orcriticallytesting)Aristotle􀆳s(organism,functionalism)methodsincarryingouttheir
activities．Soit􀆳susedtostudyandunderstandtheAristotle􀆳sfourcausesofcosmologicalanddrivetheforces
ofreality．However,anotherimportantpointistoacknowledge(oratleastconsider)thefinaloutcomeand
thedominantvalueofenTelecheia,thatis,toconsider(includingkeyaspects)intrinsic(goalandoverall
organizational)factors,theirmainvaluelifeinthelifeoftheme．Obviously,inprinciple,itisimpossibleto
createascopethatcanunderstandthiskindof(allＧinclusive)research．ProfessorKonstantinbelievesthat,

takingintoaccountthebasicprinciplesoftheintrinsicteleologicalbiologicalcosmology(functionalism),our
ownfunctionalismapproachhasbeenproposedfortheconstructionandoperationofsuchstructures．Thisis
thechoiceofselfＧcontainedresearchdirectiontoachievethepointofviewofbiologicalcosmology,therefore,

itprovidesasufficientnumberofdifferentresearchareas,whichhavetheirownresearchobjectivesand
scope,itwillbeusedfortheaccumulationandstructurationofgiven(available)informationinbiological
cosmologytomakeaprospect．
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３．DunhuangStudiesandDunhuangArtPhilosophy

Dr．LiuJingof Macao UniversityofScienceand Technology generally discussedallthe
philosophicalissuesinvolvedinDunhuangart,againstthebackgroundoftheartisticview,thetrend
ofmodernphilosophyandthenewvisualthresholdofthestudyofartisticphilosophyfromthe
perspectiveofmetaphysicalphilosophy．Startedfromtheperspectiveof“ontology”,itanalyzedand
narratedthelivingconditionsofthepeoplebehindtheDunhuangartform,andcomprehensively
introducedthedirectandexplicitblueprintofDunhuangart———thecontentofreligiousBuddhist
scriptures,andfurtheranalyzedtheartisticinterpretationofthecontentofDunhuangarttothe
Buddhistscriptures．Dr．LiuJingherselfisapractitionerofartpainting,sheshowedherpaintingsof
“IllustrationofBodhisattvasSermon”(takingCave２９０ofMogaoGrottoesasanexample)about
Dunhuangmuralsartsonthespotasthecentralcategoryandlogicalstartingpoint,launcheda
discussiononotherimportantaspectsofDunhuangartandputforwardsomequitenewviewpoints．

Amongtherichandcolorfultopics,shebelievedthatDunhuangartpaintedtheBodhisattvaina
richandcolorfulway,itexpressedtheconnotationthatBuddhaitselfasasymbolisNirvana,whichis
theresultofaspecialsurvivalpractice;Bodhisattvaasasymbolistheloaderofthepracticeprocess
oftheresultofNirvana．BecauseofspecialcharacteristicofBodhisattva,Dunhuangartistsdevote
muchmorepassiontoBodhisattvathanBuddha．ThroughthedepictionofManjushri,Vimaiakirti,

AvalokitesvaraandotherBodhisattva,theprofoundsignificanceofDunhuangartcanbeseenfrom
theindirectordirectdepictionofprajna,meditation,thoughtandoutlookofDunhuangart．Asan
artisticsymbol,Dunhuangflyingasparas,whichisthemostfreeformandthemostexpressiveof
artisticspiritinChineseBuddhistart,isnotidenticalwiththereligiousarchetypesofGandharva,the
Godinchargeofholysongsanddances,andKimnara,theGodinchargeofentertainmentinIndian
Buddhism,buttakestherich mythsandlegendsabout “flying”inancientChinaasoneofthe
importantculturalorigins．Atthesametime,inspiredbytheancientChineseliterati􀆳spersistent
pursuitofthespiritualrealmof“flying”,andinfluencedbytheatmosphereof“advocatingpeaceand
quiet”and “worshippingcontemplation”inthephilosophyoftheSouthernDynastyofChina,the
connotationofflyinghasbeenabstractedfromtheconcreteimagesofBuddhistGandharvaand
Kimnara,andhasbecomeaculturalandphilosophicalsymbolthatfocusesonexpressing“spiritual
freedom”．

Dunhuangartisextensiveand profound,involving many disciplines,which needsto be
unremittingexplorationfromdifferentperspectivesanddifferentwaysofthinking．Dr．LiuYunmade
ausefulexplorationofDunhuangartfromaphilosophicalpointofview,inwhichthesubjectcontent
andartformofDunhuangartwithinspiringfeaturewillplayapositiveroleinpromotingthestudy
ofDunhuangart．

４．ResearchonChinesePhilosophyandComparativePhilosophy,Natural
PhilosophyandAppliedPhilosophy

LiuYuanyuan,adoctoralstudentattheUniversityofEdinburgh,pointedoutthatallformsof
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realityareregardedastheresultofcontinuousanddynamicchangesanddevelopmentsinnaturein
Chinesephilosophy．Asshementionedinherthesisthatorganicnaturalismisanimportantfeatureof
Chinesephilosophy,anddemonstrateditfromtwoaspects:first,fromtheperspectiveofontology,

basedontherelationshipbetweensubjectandobjectin Taoism;secondly,fromtherelationship
betweenmanandsociety．Throughthestudyofthesetwoaspects,ittriedtoprovethatthepotential
ofchangeliesintheessenceofthings,andeverythingisinanorganicdynamicprocessofchange．

ZhaiYujia,adoctoralstudentatChinaUniversityofPoliticalScienceandLaw,makesabrief
overviewthroughthecomparisonofthecommunitythoughtsofMarxandWhitehead．Itisdiscussed
thatMarxandWhiteheaddidnothaveacleardefinitionoftheconceptof“community”,butintheir
theory,they containedtheidea ofcommunity．Inthecontextofthecommonality of many
dimensions,andwhentheyanalyzedcivilsocietyandthestateandexplainedpoliticalliberationand
humanliberation,Marxusedtheword“community”todescribetheconceptof“community”．Ashe
pointedout,thecurrentcapitalistsocietyisanillusorycommunity,andthefuturecommunistsociety
isa“realcommunity”．BothMarxandWhiteheademphasizedtheunderstandingofallthingswitha
process,connection,dynamicandwholeepistemology,andthiskindofcommontheoreticalcharacter
isalsoreflectedintheircommunitythought．Dr．ZhaiexploredthecommunitythoughtsofMarxand
Whitehead,inwhichhetooktheharmonybetweenmanandnature,manandman,manandhimselfas
thevalueorientation,providingphilosophicalbasisfortheconstructionofecologicalcivilization,and
manifestingthevalueappealofcommonwellＧbeingwiththepurposeofhighlightingthevalueof
subjectivity．

Basedonthemostbasicphysicalprinciplesandconcepts,ChenYunpeng,agraduatestudentof
InnerMongolia University,solvedtheSchrodingerequationofquantum mechanicsfor material
system．Asmentionedinthepaper,Aristotleputforwardthepointofviewofthefirstmotivation,

NewtonputforwardtheviewthatGodisthefirstdrivingforceinordertosolvethesingularity
problem,butatthesametime,italsoneedstheinductionofempiricaldataasasupplement．Thefirst
principlehashierarchicaldistinctionandrelativity．Thefirstprincipleisthestaticpartofthesystem,

whichshowssimplicity．Theauxiliaryhypothesisisthedynamicpartofthesystem,whichshows
complexity．Finally,itconcludedthesubstantiveconceptthattheuseoffirstprinciplecanhelp
peopletobetterunderstandandsolveproblemintheworld．

Foralongtime,therelationshipbetweenmanandnaturehasalwaysbeenanissueofconcernto
humanbeings．Wecanseeworksthatreflecttherelationshipbetween manandnaturein many
literaryworks．TreesarenotonlyordinarynonＧhumannaturalcreaturesindailylife,butalsoplayan
importantroleinthedevelopmentofourspeciesandculture．

XuMengru,agraduatestudentatNepalSanskritUniversity,raisedthedeepquestionof“Can
webenaturalistic”asthebackgroundtodiscussthetopicofthethesis．Shebelievesthathuman
beingslivewithnature,buttheyareneverusefultonature．Weareinterveninginnaturebecausewe
canusefire．Eachlivingentityworkstogetherfornature,notforhumanbeings．Thepaperanalyzed
theenvironmentalconsciousnessofIndianepic“Mahābhārata”andpointedoutthatitistheessence
of“Mahābhārata”to maintainthenaturalnessofnaturebyrespectingtheexistenceofevery
phenomenoninnature．Weshouldalsogetinspirationfromliteraryworks,respectnatureandprotect
nature．
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Duringtherichtopicdiscussion,fromtheperspectiveofreligiousvalues,researcherBaoyanhas
givenabriefreview onfuneralsofthe Huinationality,whichalwaysfollowedtheprincipleof
“simpleandquickburial”．Thepaperpointsoutthatfuneralsaresimple,solemnandstrictlyabideby
Islamicrules．Toacertainextent,fromthenotesofMuslimfestivalceremoniesthatparticipatedby
theauthorcanseetherealityofIslamicdeathritualsinthecontemporary mixedareasofHui
nationality．ThedifferentmanifestationsofdifferentHuipeopleinthedeathmemorialceremony,or
the“daily”differencescausedbythe“nonＧdaily”ritualnorms,recordthemultiＧorientationofthe
contemporaryHuinationalityintheconstructionofculturalidentity．Throughthedescriptionofthe
deathceremony,thepaperdiscussestheethnicandreligiousidentity,andfurtherreflectsonthe
culturalidentitysceneofthecontemporaryHuinationality．

Conclusion:thethemeofthisconferenceisveryopenandalsoshowsgreatphilosophical
significance．Scholarsattendingthemeetingheldrigorousandenthusiasticdiscussionsaroundtopics
asnaturalhistory,nature,naturalhistoryeducation,cosmobiology,Dunhuangphilosophyofart,

Chinesephilosophy,naturalphilosophy,appliedphilosophy,comparativephilosophy,etc．whichfully
reflectedtheinternationalperspectiveofthisacademicseminar．Inparticular,theparticipationof
youngscholarsandartistsshowsthattheresearchersofphilosophyeducationinthenewerashould
possesstheproblem consciousness,thecontemporaryeraconsciousnessaswellasthesenseof
responsibilityand mission．Theorganizersofthe UniversityofHelsinkiinFinlandhavehighly
appraisedtheconferenceandthankedtheparticipantsfortheirstrongsupport,hopingtostrengthen
internationalexchangesamongscholarsinthefuture．

PARTTWO

AReportontheInternationalResearchProjectRegardingtheTopicof
theImpactofReligiousValuesonChineseSocialLife

JIANG Miao
(ChinaAcademyofSocialSciences)

Duringtheperiod２０to２１August,２０１９,atwodayworkshoptitled“TheImpactofReligious
Valueson ChineseSocialLife”washeldatthe Culture CenterSofia,Helsinki,Finland．The
workshopwasmostsuccessfulfromitscommencement,throughoutallpresentationsandsession
proceedings,andinachievementofitsoverallgoalsandobjectives．

Thisimportantworkshop wasjustoneofaplannedseriesofrelatedinternationalresearch
activitiesoverthenextfouryears．AsfoundedbytheAcademyofFinlandandtheUniversityof
Helsinki．Themeetingwascomprisedoftwelvescholarsinvitedfrom China,andtwelvescholars
invitedfromwesterncountries．

Theentire workshop program wasspread overfoursessions,with severaltopics being
discussed．Including,thecorevaluescontainedwithineachofthethreeChinesetraditionalteachings
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