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English Title:
The View on the Philosophy of Love in Jacobi’s Novel Woldmar

LIU Weidong
Lecturer,School of Philosophy. Heilongjiang University, Room 503, Unit 1, Building 40, Teachers Dormitory. Haerbin
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Abstract : Kant once discussed the issue of how the self-discipline of man comes into being in his moral philosophy.
Though profound, his argument has faced the following obeservation: Self-discipline in morality easily leads to self-
isolation. Friedrich Heinrich Jacobi,a German romantic philosopher,criticized two self-disciplined personality types in his
novel Woldmar , namely, the personality with one-dimensional self-discipline and the personality with bilateral self-
discipline. Based upon this criticism, Jacobi proposes a non-self-interested love to overcome the defects of the self-
disciplined personality and aims to realize the true unity of man. In his view,love is a kind of existence that transcends

self-discipline,and a kind of non-perceptual divine love.
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