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Abstract:JohnHick􀆳sreligiousPluralisticHypothesisrunscountertothetraditionalChristianeducationhereceivedinhis

teens,sohehastwicebeenjudgedahereticinhislife．ScholarsinreligiousstudiesholddifferentideasaboutHick􀆳s

theory．Mostofthescholarshavestudieditfromtheperspectiveofhomogeneity,claimingthathispluralismconfusedthe

differencesbetweenthegreatworldreligions,andeventriedtohomogenizethem,andfinallyimposedonthemafalse

unity．ThisarticleanalyzesHick􀆳sPluralisticHypothesisfromtheperspectiveofculturalheterogeneity,aimingtoprove

thefeasibilityandprogressofthistheory．Today,religiousconflicthasbecomeoneofthemainthreatstoworldpeace,and

equaldialoguebetweenreligionsprovidesagreatopportunityfortheresolutionofthecontradictionsbetweenthem,and

canevenbeaneffectivewaytohelp maintain worldpeace．Therefore,thepracticalsignificanceofHick􀆳stheoryof

religiouspluralismisfargreaterthanitsacademicandreligioussignificance．
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１．Introduction

AttheendofthetwentiethcenturyChristianitywasindeepcrisis．Thetheologicalstructure
developedbythe Westernchurchhadcometoseem hollow andirrelevanttothe majorityof
Westerners,andseemforeignandalien,asanextensionof Westernculturalhegemony,to many
ChristiansinAfrica,India,ChinaandtheEastgenerally．〔２〕Atthesametime,drivenbytheglobal
economicandculturalintegration,greatworldreligionsbegantohaveinterＧreligionsandintraＧ
religionsdialogues．Thisinteractionandcollisionhaveincreasinglybecomethefocusofcontemporary
religiousstudiesinrecentdecades．Inthecontextof world globalization whereculturesare
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heterogeneousbutcoexisting,culturalencounterscausedtherelationship betweenreligionsto
undergomultiplerevolutionsofexclusivism,inclusivism,andpluralism．TheBritishphilosopherof
religion,JohnHick,whoisanadvocateofanuniversalethicalreligion,hasproposedthehypothesis
ofreligiouspluralisminhisbookA ChristianTheologyofReligionsＧTheRainbowofFaiths〔３〕,

attemptingtobuildacooperativerelationshipbetweenreligionsandtodevelopthefaithgroupsina
harmoniousway．John Hick wasaleadingfigureincomparativereligionstudy,andhetookan
introspectiveandcriticalattitudetowardshisresearch．With hisuniqueexperiencesofthree
controversiesinreligiousstudiesandhisawarenessofinnerconflictscausedbytheconservatives􀆳
absolutisticvaluesonreligiousissues,herealizedthataharmoniousdialoguebetweenreligionsis
crucialtothepeacefuldevelopmentofmankind．Withtheaimofcoordinatingtheinterrelationship
betweenreligions,easingtheconflictsamongracesandmaintainingworldpeace,Hickproposedthe
religiouspluralistichypothesis．Thehypothesisgivestheconceptof Ultimate Reality whichis
describedasreal,ultimateandtranscendent,alsoitpointsoutthat Ultimate Realitycanbea
universalsourceofallsalvifictransformation,thusdisintegratingtheabsolutecenterofeach
individualreligionandpromotingtheequalityamonggreatworldreligions．Thetheoryprovidesa
theoreticalplatformandfoundationforanequalandharmonioustalkamongreligions,alsoitworks
asaninspirationtoscholarsofreligiousstudiesallaroundtheworld．

Withtheunityofknowledgeandaction,Hickdevotedhiswholelifetotheattemptofatheory
orahypothesiswhichcanhelptoestablishanequaldialoguebetweenracesandanensuredharmony
betweenreligions．Inhisautobiographywhichwaspublishedin２００２,eightyＧyearＧoldHickstillraised
hisdoubtsaboutthegoalsettingandcurriculumofthesubject,philosophyofreligion,inBritishand
Americanuniversities,“Thefirstthingtosayisthat muchthegreaterpartofwhatiscalled
philosophyofreligionintheUKandUSAisnotthisatallbutisphilosophicaltheologyor,inthe
titleofOxfordchair,thephilosophyoftheChristianreligion．Thephilosophyofreligionproperisthe
philosophyofreligionglobally,notjustofoneparticulartradition”[〔４〕．Thisprovesthatitishis
lifelongdreamtoletallreligionscoexistharmoniouslyonanequalfooting．Although Western
scholarshavemixedviewsonhistheory,stillthehypothesishaspromotedtheprocessofpeaceful
andrationaldialoguebetweenreligionswithgreatpracticalsignificance．

２．JohnHickandhisPluralisticHypothesis

FollowingtheRenaissance,theEnlightenmentstartedinEuropeinthelate１７thandearly１８th

century．TheantiＧfeudalandantiＧchurchbourgeoismovementonceagainbroughtcrisistochurches,

atthesametimeprovidedsoilfortheseedsofnewreligioustheories．Actually,bothdomesticand
foreignscholarsinreligiousstudyagreethatthepluralism hascomeintobeinglongagoin
Christianity．ZHANG Hua,aleadingscholarinreligiousstudiesinChina,haspointedout,“the
conceptofChristianpluralismoriginatedinthe１９６０sand１９７０s,andbecamewidelypopularafterthe
１９８０s;however,Christianityhasalwaysfacedthedilemmaof‘diversity’sincethebeginning􀆺the
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ChristianbasictheologicalappealisantiＧpluralism,yetitconstantlyproducesseedsofpluralismfrom
somepartwithinitself,thusshapingthehistoricalfaceofallWesterncivilization”．〔５〕

JohnHickwasapioneerinreligiouspluralism,andthreecontroversies〔６〕inhisacademiccareer
witnessedhischangesfromtheconservativeChristiantotheradicalone．Theoccurrenceofthethree
controversiesgaveapotentialtotheconstructingofHick􀆳spluralistichypothesis,providedamass
basisforthespreadofthetheory,andguaranteedtheacceptanceofthistheoryunderanew
interpretationofacentralChristiandoctrine．

Thefirstcontroversyhappenedin１９５９whenHickmovedfromCornellUniversitytoPrinceton
TheologicalSeminaryandhopedhecouldtransferhisministerialmembershipfromthePresbyteryof
BerwickinEnglandtothelocalpresbyteryoftheUnitedPresbyterianChurch,thePresbyteryof
NewBrunswick．Intheexaminationofqualificationcheck,heneededtoanswerafewquestionson
basicdoctrines．Whenhewasconfrontedwiththequestionrelatedtothedoctrineofvirginbirthof
Jesus,heexhibited his hesitation and could notpositively affirm it．So unfortunately,some
fundamentalistsvotedtorefusetoacceptHickasanew member．ToHick,beingexcludedfromthe
PresbyterymeanthewasnolongeraPresbyteryminister,andpresumablynolongereligibletohold
theofficeofStuartProfessorofChristianPhilosophyattheseminary,whichwasrunbytheChurch．
Todebate,hestated,“IdistinguishbetweenthecentralChristianfaithintheIncarnation,andthe
theologicallyperipheralstoryoftheVirginBirth,andfollowingStPaul,StJohnandmostofthe
otherNew Testamentwriters,IdonotfoundmybeliefintheIncarnationupontheVirginBirth
tradition．IwouldthereforenotexcludefromthePresbyterianministry􀆺”〔７〕．Thewholeincident
lastedoverayear,andfinallyGeneralAssemblydeclaredthatafailuretoaffirmthedoctrineofthe
virginbirthdidnotconstituteagroundforbarringhimfromPresbyterianmembership．Theresult
taughtHickthattheprincipleoftolerationonsubsidiarytheologicalissueswerereaffirmedbythe
Church〔８〕．Throughthefirstcontroversy,Hickkeenlyfeltthatthedominanceofconservativesinthe
churchhasbeengraduallyweakened,andarelativelylooseenvironmentinChurchisthegeneral
trend．Also,theincidentpavedthe wayforthepublicationof Hick􀆳s work The MythofGod
Incarnate,whichchallengesthecentralChristiandoctrineincarnation．

Thesecondcontroversyhappenedin１９６７,whenhewasteachinginBirmingham University．
HickdescribedBirminghamasaradical,culturallyandreligiouslypluralisticcity,whereatenthofits
inhabitantsareblackorbrown．Duringcenturiesofimperialism,theracismwasplanteddeeplyinto
Britishpeople􀆳s mind;Ontheotherhand,differentracesandcultures mergedandcollidedone
another,thereforesomepoliticalissueswereraisedup．Afterthat,whiteandblackliberalsand
radicalssoughttofightagainstdiscriminationandtopromoteajustandequalsocietybytaking
violentmeasures．Inordertomeetthissituationofincreasingconflicts,Hickwithahumanitarian
heart,chosetotakeoveravoluntarygroup,namedAllFaithforOneRace(AFFORforshortwithan
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attemptofexposingthetruthofracism),andtobethefirstchairman．In１９７６,heundertookataskto
produceapamphlet,thenTheNew NazismoftheNationFrontandNationalParty:A Warningto
ChristianshadbeenproducedandcirculatedwidelyinBritishchurches．Afterthisevent,theminority
ofthechurchpeoplebecameawareof,evenconcernedaboutBritain􀆳snewreligiouspluralism．They
wereholdinganopenandpositiveattitudetothepluralism,andshowingarealdesiretoseejustice．
Inpractice,itwasgraduallyacceptedthatthereisapluralityofdivinerevelationsandcontextsof
salvations,andthatthetraditionalpolicyofseekingtoconvertallmankindtotheChristiansshould
beabandoned．Underthiscircumstances,thedoctrineofIncarnation whichisoneofthecentral
Christiandoctrines,waschallenged．Hick􀆳sexperienceofdebatinghadpavedwayfortheproposition
ofPluralisticHypothesisinthefuture．

ThethirdonecamefromthepublicationoftheMythofGodIncarnate,anditcenteredonthe
doctrineoftheIncarnation,whichwasgreatlyvaluedbytheAnglicanmind．Becauseofthisevent,

HickandotherauthorsofMythhadbeenconsideredheresy．Inthisvolume,Hickconsideredthe
incarnationdoctrineasthesourceofreligiousexclusivism,soifthemetaphoricalormythicfeatures
ofthelanguageusedindescribingdivineincarnation wereadmitted,it wouldbepossiblefor
Christianstocometoagenuineacceptanceofreligiouspluralism,eventheequalityofallgreatworld
religions．

Theoccurrenceofthethreecontroversiesdirectlycontributedto Hick􀆳stransformingfrom
conservativeChristiantotheradicalone．Atthemeantime,italsoreflectedtheembarrassing
situationofthetraditionalchurchesinBritishsocietywheretheunifiedandexclusivepatternofthe
Christianchurchwillinevitablybebroken,thenamorepracticalworldreligioustheorywillcome
intobeing．

In１９８５,MacmillanPresspublishedthebookProblemsofReligiousPluralism〔９〕,inwhichJohn
Hickexpresseshisideasonsomeofthereligiousissuesandexplainedthetheoreticalbasisof
religiouspluralism．In this book,he borrowsthe seeingＧas〔１０〕proposed by the philosopher
WittgensteininhisPhilosophicalInvestigations,andexpandsittotheexperiencingＧaswhichlater
playsanimportantroleinconstructinghistheoryofreligiouspluralism．Wittgensteinbelievesthat
seeingisjustatransientvisualexperience,whileseeingＧasisintegratedwiththoughtactivitiesand
hasinterpretivesignificance,“weseeitasweinterpretit”〔１１〕．HickexpandstheconceptofseeingＧas,

basedonlyonsight,intothecomprehensiveconceptionofexperiencingＧaswhichistakenasour
ordinarymultiＧdimensionalawarenessoftheworld．〔１２〕Hickbelieves,apartfromcertainmarginal
cases,allhumanexperiencingisexperiencingas,thenheintroducesitintoreligiousstudies．Asfaras
Hicklearns,what Wittgenstein wantstostressisthatthe wayin which weexperienceour
environmentdependsuponthesystem ofconceptsthat weuseandthatthisiscarriedfrom
generationtogenerationinthelanguageintermsofwhichwethinkandbehave．Thereisthusa
relativityofformsofexperiencetowhatWittgensteinsometimescalledlanguageＧgames,butHick
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preferstonameit,cultures．Thenitfurtherhelpstoexplainhowisthatthereisnotjustoneformof
religiousexperiencingＧas,withitsownsuperstructureoftheologicaltheories,butaplurality,which
wecallthedifferentreligions．〔１３〕Insummary,HickexpandsWittgenstein􀆳sseeingastheoryintoan
experiencingasandappliesittohumanbeings􀆳allconsciousactivitiesindifferentcultures,which
surelyincludereligiousexperiences．Thisconversionofseeingastoexperiencingasprovidesan
importantbasisforthesubsequentconstructionofthePluralisticHypothesis．

AnothertheorywhichcontributesalottoHick􀆳stheoryofreligiouspluralismistheoneproposedbythe
comparativereligiousphilosopherWilfredCantwellSmith．Smithputforwardthequestionofwhatisreligion
andwhatisreligiousfaithinhismonographTheMeaningandEndofReligionＧaNew Approachtothe
ReligiousTraditionsofMankind〔１４〕;furthermore,inthefollowingchapters,religiousconcepts,namesand
termswhichhaveappearedsofarinmankindhistoryandtheirrelationwithoneanotherbetweenreligions
areexaminedfromtheperspectiveofthehistoryofrevolutionhappenedtotheseconcepts．Finally,Smith
proposesthattheconceptof “religion”,whichoriginatedinthe West,withasenseofChristianity
involvementshouldbeabandonedforthepurposeofhavingatrueunderstandingofhumanbeings􀆳religious
lifeandconventions,so“cumulativetradition”or“faith”canbethesubstitutes．Hickinheritedthemethodof
interpretinghumanfaithfromthehistoricalperspectiveanddifferentcultures,excludedtwomostcommon
attitudesofinterＧreligiousdialogueinChristiantheology,inclusivismandexclusivism,andproposedthatthe
theoryofreligiouspluralism wouldbethemostfeasibleonetosolvethereligiousconflictsandpolitical
issues．“Eachofthegreatreligioustraditionsaffirmsthatinadditiontothesocialandnaturalworldofour
ordinaryhumanexperiencethereislimitlesslygreaterandhigherRealitybeyondorwithinus,inrelationto
whichortowhomisourhighestgood．Theultimatelyrealandtheultimatelyvaluableareone,andtogive
oneselffreelyandtotallytothisOneisourfinalsalvation/liberation/enlightenment/fulfilment．Further,each
traditionisconsciousthatthedivineRealityexceedsthereachofourearthlyspeechandthought．Itcannot
beencompassedinhumanconcepts．Itisinfinite,eternal,limitlesslyrichbeyondthescopeofourfinite
conceivingorexperiencing．Letusthenbothavoidtheparticularnamesusedwithintheparticulartraditions
andyetuseatermwhichisconsonantwiththefaithofeachofthemＧUltimateReality,ortheReal．”〔１５〕

ThisisthefirsttimeHickhasexplicitlygiventheconceptofUltimateRealityortheReal,which
aimstoclarifythecentralissueofthetheoryofreligiouspluralism:WhatistheOnewhichisholyand
ineffableineachreligion? Hickusedthefableoftheblindmengraspingthedifferentpartsofthe
elephanttomaptherelationshipbetweendifferentreligions,andthusledtotheinitialassumptionof
thereligiouspluralismhypothesis,theexistenceofUltimateReality〔１６〕．Theputtingforwardofthis
conceptpavedwayforhisPluralism Hypothesisinthefuture．

３．TheRainbowofFaiths———JohnHick􀆳sPluralisticHypothesis

Inthe１９９４AuburnLecturesatUnionTheologicalSeminary,New York,Hickwasinvitedto
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respondtocriticismsofthereligiouspluralismheadvocated．Inthelecture,forthefirsttimehe
officiallyusedthePluralisticHypothesistonamehistheoryandtoconstructtherelatedcontents．He
tooksimplelanguage,clearexamplestofullyexplainhistheoryofreligiouspluralism:fromthe
culturalandtheoreticalbasistotheresponsestodifferentconcerns．In１９９５,basedonHick􀆳slecture
andresponsestocriticisms,A Christian TheologyofReligionＧThe Rainbow ofFaiths〔１７〕was
published．AlthoughHickhadbeenworkingontheresearchandstatementonthetheoryofreligious
pluralismfordecades,thiswasthefirsttimeheelaboratedonhistheoreticalassumptiononreligious
pluralisminthenameofPluralisticHypothesis．

Inthefirstchapter,HickexplainsthePluralistic Hypothesisindetail．Hebeginswiththe
introductiontothethreeＧfoldclassificationwithinChristiantheologiesasexclusivism,inclusivism,

andpluralism,thenrejectstheexclusivismbasedonGod􀆳scompassionatedoctrine,andrejectsthe
theoryofinclusivismonthebasisthatitisnotacceptedbyreligionsotherthanChristianity．The
salvationclaimisextendedtothetruthclaim,andtherelationshipbetweenfaithandobjectsoffaith
isdescribedinaidofthePolishＧAmericanpsychologistJastrow􀆳srabbitＧduckfigure．Thatis,different
judgmentsaboutthispictureare made by peoplefrom differentculturalbackgrounds,living
environments,thinkingmodesaswellastheirrespectivereligions,anditislikethewaypeopleare
seeingtheirfaith．Intheend,heleadsthesolutionofaharmoniousdialoguebetweenreligionstothe
thirdone:religiouspluralism (PluralisticHypothesis)．

ThecorewordofHick􀆳sPluralisticHypothesisisUltimateRealityortheReal．InChristiantheology,God,

UltimateReality,theTranscendent,theRealallrefertoGod,andtheyarethecoreandfoundationofthefaith;

andUltimateRealityandtheRealalsoconstitutethefoundationofthetheory．Hicksaid,“thehypothesisto
whichtheseanalogiespointisthatofanultimateineffableRealitywhichisthesourceandgroundof
everything,andwhichissuchthatinsofarasthereligioustraditionsareinsoteriologicalalignmentwithitthey
arecontextsofsalvation/liberation．ThesetraditionsinvolvedifferenthumanconceptionsoftheReal,with
correspondinglydifferentformsofexperienceoftheReal,andcorrespondinglydifferentformsoflifeinresponse
totheReal〔１８〕”．UltimateRealitycannotbepersonalizedordepersonalized,anditexceedshumanbeing􀆳s
conceptualsystem,soitisineffableandindescribable．Hickbelievesthateachtraditionwillcontinueinits
concreteparticularityasitsownuniqueresponsetotheReal,informofdifferentreligiousexperiences〔１９〕．
Therefore,HickgivesthedefinitionofreligiouspluralisminhisbookTheFifthDimension:Anexplorationof
theSpiritualRealm,“Wenowencounterwhatisknownasreligiouspluralism,thisbeingthenamethathasbeen
giventotheideathatthegreatworldreligionsaredifferenthumanresponsestothesameultimatetranscendent
reality．Thatrealityisinitselfbeyondthescopeofourhumanconceptualsystem．Butneverthelessitis
universallypresentastheverygroundofourbeing．〔２０〕”

BasedonHick􀆳sintroductiontothePluralisticHypothesis,theattributesofUltimateReality
becomecleartoreaders:thefirstoneisbeingreal,thatis,theoriginalbeingistheultimate
foundationofallbeings;thesecondoneisbeingultimate,namely,thereisnothingmorefundamental
thanit;thethirdoneisbeingtranscendent,whichistosay,intheviewofhumanbeings􀆳conceptual
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systems,UltimateRealityisindescribable．ThepurposeofHick􀆳sendowingtheRealwiththefirst
twoattributesistoincludetheexistenceofvariousultimaterealityindifferentreligions,soasto
establishthetheoreticalsuperiorityofthereligiouspluralism．Basedonthesuperiority,allreligions
areresponsestoUltimateReality,“Whenwehavecometoseetheothergreatreligioustraditionsas
differentbut(sofaraswecantell)equallyvalidhumanresponsestotheultimaterealitythatisthe
groundandsourcesofeverythingandtheconditionofourhighestgood,wehavenoreasontorestrict
ourselvestothespiritualresourcesofourowntradition”〔２１〕．

Whentalkingaboutworldreligiousissuesinhisautobiography,Hickonce mentionedhis
favoritewordsofSufiJalaluldinRumi,“Thelamparedifferent,buttheLightissame:itcomesfrom
Beyond”〔２２〕．Thedivinelightwasreflectedintodifferentcolorsindifferentclouds,anditisjustlike
thedifferentresponsesandreligiousexperiencestotheirfaithinthecontextofculturaldiversities．
Asthetitle,AChristianTheologyofReligionsＧTheRainbowofFaithsshows,Hickhopestousethe
imageofrainbowtodescribethefeatureandideologicalconnotationofhisPluralisticHypothesis:
“Thisseesthegreatworldfaithsasverydifferentbut(sofaraswecantell)equallyvalidwaysof
conceiving,experiencing,andrespondinginlifetotheultimaterealitythatwecallGod．Therainbow,

asthesun􀆳slightrefractedbytheearth􀆳satmosphereintoagloriousspectrum ofcolors,isa
metaphorfortherefractionofthedivineLightbyourhumanreligiouscultures〔２３〕”．

Rainbowisanapttermtodescribethecoexistenceandthedifferencesofvariousreligions．
Accordingtotheanalogyofrainbow,UltimateRealityisthesourcesofdivinelightandthecommon
goalpursuedbyvariousreligiousbelievers;differentreligionsarejustlikethecolorsinarainbow,

whichareformedthroughtherefractionofsunlightbytheearth􀆳satmosphere,sothereisno
distinctionofsuperioritybetweencolors,anditrepresentsallreligionsarecompletelyequal．The
customs,culturesandhistoryofdifferentreligionsareliketheearth􀆳satmospherewhichrefracts
sunlightandhelpstoform differentcolorsoftherainbow,thatis,thehumanbeing􀆳s mental
constructionisalsoanessentialconditionfortheformationofreligions．Variouscolorsofthe
rainbowcoexistatthesametime,andtheidealgoalofreligiouspluralismistoachievethe
harmoniouscoexistenceofvariousreligions．InHick􀆳stheory,heusesrainbowtometaphorizethe
religiouspluralism,aimingtopromoteequalitybetweenreligions．However,thetraditionaltheology
promotesIncarnationunconditionally,andthepromotionhasachievedthesupremacyofChristianity．
Hick􀆳sPluralisticHypothesisrunscountertoit,sohistheorymeetschallengesfromallparties．

４．Challengesfromthehomogeneityperspective

Thethreecontroversiesinhisacademiccareer,hisquestioningtheIncarnationdoctrine,andthe
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officialproposalofthePluralisticHypothesis,puthiminthespotlight,andmadehim underthe
criticism and doubtsfrom allsides．Hick􀆳sacademic pathshallbefilled with hardshipsand
challenges．

Thereligiouspluralismhasbeensuspectedsinceitwasproposed．Eventoday,ithasstillbeena
hottopicinthefieldofreligiousstudy．PauloHuangputforward,“Inthisglobalvillage,pluralismis
adisguisedinclusivism,butactuallytheessenceofinclusivismisexclusivism”〔２４〕,tosomedegreeit
alsodeniestherationalityofreligiouspluralism．

ThecriticismsofHick􀆳stheoryfromtheperspectiveofhomogeneitycanbedividedintotwo
categories:thefirstcategoryisthecriticismfromtheconservativesinChristianityofHick􀆳sdenialof
thecentraldoctrines (theIncarnationandtheTrinity)basedonthehomogeneityofallwestern
cultures;thesecondcategoryisthecriticism ofthetheoreticalconstructionofthePluralistic
Hypothesis,andscholarsbelievethatthetheoryishomogeneousinnature,thusblindlyeliminating
thedifferencesbetweenculturesandreligions．

In１９７７,HickputforwardmorethanonceinhisMythofGodIncarnate,“Christdidnotclaimto
beGod”,buttheIncarnationdoctrineisthefoundationofChristianity􀆳slongＧstandingoneＧreligionin
thewesternhistory．TheidentityofChrist,halfmanandhalfgod,givessupremepowertothe
ChristiandoctrineandChristianitythereforebecomesthemostadvantageousoneingreatworld
religions．Inevitably,toquestiontheincarnation mustchallengethebottomlineoftheChristian
theologicalsystemandtouchthenervesofmanypeople．In１９４４,HickgavealectureatatUnion
TheologicalSeminaryonthePluralisticHypothesis,andin１９９５,AChristianTheologyofReligionsＧ
TheRainbowofFaiths,anexpandedversionoftheAuburnLectures,waspublished．Theseevents
causedhugewavesfirstinthefieldofChristiantheologyintheWest．

In１９９７,WilliamJ．Wainwrightquestioned Hick􀆳stheoryinthebookreview ofA Christian
TheologyofReligionsＧTheRainbowofFaithsandpointedoutthattherearelogicalflawsinthe
theory〔２５〕,“HickbelievesthathisreligiousexperiencesandthoseofhisfellowChristiansareprima
facieveridical．ButhealsothinksthattheexperiencesofBuddhists,Hindus,andsoonare
epistemicallysimilarto Christianexperience．Hence,theytooareprimafacieveridical．These
experiences,however,conflict．If(forexample)Godexists,Nirvanadoesnot,andviceversa．Now
either(１)allaredelusive,(２)somearedelusiveandsomearenot,or(３)nonaredelusive．Hick
rejectsthefirstalternative,forhethinksthatreligionisnota‘purelyhumanprojection’．Healso
rejectsthesecond．Thetraditionsmustbejudgedbytheirmoralandspiritualfruits,andtheseare
‘moreorlessonapar’􀆺．SoHickproposedtheconceptoftheRealtosupporthishypothesis,butit
hasflaws(１)thattheconceptoftheRealisempty,(２)thatthecriterionofreligiousauthenticity
isn􀆳tadequatelygrounded,and(３)thatbyrejectingatradition􀆳sselfunderstanding,pluralismdenies
its ‘otherness’”〔２６〕．Besidesthesecomments,WainwrightalsopointedoutthatthePluralistic
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黄保罗 HuangBaoluo [PaulosHuang],“儒基会大战吗?”Rujihuidazhan ma? [Istheregoingtobea Warbetween
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HypothesishastwoimplicationsforChristiantheology．ThedoctrineoftheIncarnationimpliesthe
uniquesuperiorityofChristianityandisthereforeunacceptable．Pluralismalsoentailstherejectionof
traditionalconceptofsalvation．ForifsalvationconsistsinunionwiththeTrinity,orredemption
throughtheatoningdeathofChrist,thereligionsaren􀆳tequallysalvific．〔２７〕Wainwright􀆳scriticism
reflectstheattitudesofmosttraditionaltheologicalcritics:inthehistoricalbackgroundoflongＧ
lastingoneＧreligious monarchyinthe West,Hick􀆳s Hypothesisdeniesthecore,theIncarnation
doctrine,andsuggeststhatallreligionsareequalandarethereflectionsofthesameUltimateReality
indifferentculturalandtraditionalcontexts．Obviouslythistheorycannotbeagreedbythescholars
whoadheretothetraditionaltheology．

ItmustbementionedherethatHickhimselfisalsocautiousonthisissue,anditisrelatedtohis
family􀆳sreligiousbackground．In１９７７,asaneditor,heparticipatedinthepublicationofthecollective
volume,The Myth of GodIncarnate〔２８〕．In１９９３,herewroteandexpandedthepaperintoa
monograph,TheMetaphorofGodIncarnate〔２９〕．GavinD􀆳Costamadehiscommentsonitinhisbook
reviewtoTheMetaphorofGodIncarnate,“Thetitlereflectsthecontroversialcollectioneditedby
Hick,TheMythofGodIncarnate１９７７,andadvancesthesameargument．WhatisnewisHick􀆳s
criticalassessmentofChristologicalworkspreviouslynotattendedtobyhim􀆺Inthisreviewer􀆳s
reading,theshiftfrom ‘myth’to‘metaphor’signifiesno‘literal’advanceintheconceptualterms
oftheearlierdebate．Thisisashame〔３０〕”．However,itjustshowsthataftermorethantenyears,

Hick􀆳sattitudeonthisissuehasbecomemorecautious．
Fromtheperspectiveofitstheoreticalconstruction,somescholarsbelievethatHick􀆳sPluralistic

Hypothesishashomogenousfeature;someevenbelievethatitismonisticratherthanpluralistic．Itis
evidentthatthesecriticismsfundamentallynegatethelogicalvalidityofHick􀆳stheory．Criticsof
religiouspluralismbelievethatpluralismignoresoreliminatesthedifferencesbetweentraditions,

evenmakesthemhomogenous,becomeafalseunity．Inaddition,postmodernistwritersareaptto
attacktheintegrativewayofthinking,becauseitforcefullychangesthecomplexandcolorfulworld
intoasingleconceptualicon．Andtheprocessofglobalizationhasalsoenhancedthisthinking,

weakenedthethe“difference”and “alterity”andeliminated “theothernessoftheOther”．Along
withthesechanges,criticsapplythisideatocriticizingthereligiouspluralism,andtheysaythat
religiouspluralism “totalizes”,then“homogenized”allreligions,suppressingthemutual“otherness”

ofeachreligion．Intheirview,thereligiouspluralismisacomprehensiveandhomogenizinghistorical
scheme,whichassimilatestoitself,therebytamesanddomesticatesthepracticesandbeliefsofthe
differentreligioustraditions．Again,hesays,religiouspluralismserveseffectivelytodecomposeor
obscuretheradicalhistoricalparticularitywhichisconstitutiveofthetrue“other”．Whereacertain
Christianbarbarismpresumesits“superiority”inordertojustifytheeliminationortheconquestof
thenonＧChristian “other”,thismonological“pluralism”sedatelybutruthlesslydomesticatesand
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assimilatesthe“other”Ｇany“other”Ｇinthenameofa“worldecumenism”．〔３１〕

RaimonPanikkar,thefatherofinterＧreligiousdialogue,alsobelievesthat“torecognizethatall
creedsarereflectionsofonetranscendentunityorthatallreligionshaverelativevalidity,although
thisstepisimportant,itdoesnotsolvetheproblemofsplittingbetweenhumanbeings．〔３２〕”He
criticizestheessenceofHick􀆳stheoryasmonismorreductionism,andhethinksitisunreasonableto
attempttosummarize “many”with “one”andassimilatediversityanddifferences．Mandatory
assimilationandsuppressionwilleliminatethepossibilityofplurality,thatis,thereligiouspluralism
wouldbecomeatooltopromotethelawsofidentity．Inevitably,thiswillleadtotheemergenceof
“colonized”regulatorydiscoursecontextandtheresurgenceofuniversalismoverdifferences．

Thecriticsanalyzethetheoryofreligiouspluralismfromahomogeneousperspective,because
theybelievethatwhengreatworldreligioustraditionswereregardedasthedifferentresponsestothe
sameultimatereality,thefactorsofpeople whoareunderdifferentcultures wouldhavebeen
eliminated．Thiseliminationignoresthespecificcharacteristicsofdifferentreligionsandreducesit
intoagroundlesstheory．Thatis,theproblemswhichvariousreligionstrytosolvearedifferent,but
theanswerprovidedbyHick􀆳stheoryarethesame．Forexample,thecoreissueofJudaismishowto
bringholinessintoeverythingtheydo,buttheissuefacedbyBuddhistishowtoattaintheendof
suffering．

Infact,althoughdifferentgreatworldreligionshavedifferentwaystoexpressworship,theyare
samein nature．Allreligionsareconstructed onthe basisthatthis worldisimperfectand
unsatisfactorytomostofthepeople,andatthesametimetheycouldpromisetheirbelieversabetter
future;theyareallabouttheanswerstoonequestion,whichisabouthowto movefrom an
unsatisfactorystatetoabetterone．WhenHicktriestosolvethisproblem,heputsdifferentbeliefsin
onemode,whichdoesnotbelongtoeachreligionrespectivelybutisgivenbyHick􀆳sHypothesis．
BecauseHickbelievesthattheonlywaytoeliminatethereligiousegoismandtoachievethegoalof
equalitybetweenreligionsistoputthem onthesamedimensionofreality,surelytheUltimate
Realitycancontributetothispossibilitygreatly．Whentryingtoreducethe“reality”ineachreligion
toitsessence,Hickappliedaphenomenologicalmethod,“experiencingas”,todefinetherelationship
betweenUltimateRealityandthe“realities”astherelationshipbetweentheessenceandphenomena．
Butstillhistheoryhasbeencriticizedbadlybydifferentparties．Therefore,ifHick􀆳sPluralistic
Hypothesisisstudiedfromtheperspectiveofhomogeneity,itwillbeinadilemma;whilebeing
analyzedfromtheperspectiveofheterogeneity,itwillgivepeoplealotofinspirations．

５．FromthePerspectiveofCulturalHeterogeneity

ZHANG Hua once proposed,“therapid development of modern anthropology and the
anthropologicalturnintheologyarecloselyconnectedwiththetransformationofanthropologyand
theology,alsowiththeshiftingofWesternideologicalfocustohumanbeings,anditisimportantfor
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JohnHick,AChristianTheologyofReligionsＧTheRainbowofFaiths,(Louisville:WestminsterJohnKnoxPress,１９９５),
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peopletolearnthispointinordertofurtherdevelopanthropologyandtheology．Thereforeit
becomesextremelycriticaltothinkdeeplyaboutmanyissuesofcontemporarytheology,including
religiouspluralism,fromtheperspectiveofanthropology”〔３３〕．

Culturalanthropology,asanimportantpartinanthropology,iscloselyrelatedtotheological
studies,andscholarshaveattemptedtointroduce methodsofculturalstudiesintotheological
studies．Infact,some moderntheologianshavealreadyshownusthispossibility．Forexample,

Schleiermacher􀆳sideaabouttheologicalworkcanbeseenasaninquiryintothethecultureofthe
Christiancommunity．LaiPinＧchiuinhispapersaidthatthedoctrineofjustificationbyfaithisthe
corebeliefinProtestantism,butithasbeenderivedintovariousinterpretationindifferentcultures．
Laibelievesthatifthisdoctrinecanbeproperlyinterpreted,itwillbeasteppingstoneratherthana
stumblingＧblockto the future development of Protestant Christianity in China．〔３４〕 Culture
heterogeneityexistsgenerally．Intheprocessofglobalization,thedirectionofculturaldevelopment
whichcanbehomogeneousorheterogeneous,hasalsobecomeahottopicamongscholars．Religions,

asacarrierofculture,havealsodemonstratedtrendofmonismorpluralism．Fromthisperspective,it
shouldbefeasibletouseheterogeneitytheorytoexplainthereligiouspluralism．

ManyscholarsinreligiousstudyseereligiouspluralismasaproductofpostＧEnlightenment
rationalism,andsomewhoareinfluencedbyFoucault,Derrida,Habermas,Levinas,and Adorno
(althoughthesewritersthemselvesdon􀆳tdiscussthisissue)linkreligiouspluralismwithacapitalist
worldhegemony whichisconcealedbehindthecurrent “one world”idea．〔３５〕From acultural
perspectivetoexplorethePluralisticHypothesis,thediscussionof“difference”and“heterogeneity”

inphilosophicalsystembecomesunavoidable．Thedifferencesbetweenbeingsandbetweencultures
determinethattotaketheheterogeneousperspectivetoexplorethisreligioustheorycanbemore
feasibleandofpracticalsignificance．

People􀆳sresearchonheterogeneitystemsfromtheexplorationofphilosophicaltheory,butinthe
eraofmodernization,globalization,networkinganddiversification,heterogeneitytheoryhasbeen
borrowedbyscholarsintovariousresearchareas．Inthecontextofglobalization,peoplehavebegun
topayattentiontohavingadialogueonthebasisofequalityandrationality,andhenceforththe
coexistenceofmultiplereligionshasbecomethenorm．Therefore,itisinnovativeandenlighteningto
discusstheequalityofreligionsfromtheperspectiveofheterogeneity．

ThroughoutthedevelopmentofChristianity,conservativesinthefieldofChristiantheologyand
inchurch haveadheredtotheabsolute position and universalism of Christianity,andthese
featureshavebeenmainlymanifestedinreligiousexclusivismandreligiousinclusivism．Beforethe
midＧ２０thcentury,“thereisnosalvationoutofthechurch”hadbeenanessentialprincipleholdbythe
religiousexclusivists;afterthat,theideaofChristianabsolutism wasweakenedbytheinfluenceof
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people􀆳sawarenessofreligiousdiversityandtheoccurrenceofinterＧreligiousdialogue,thenthe
inclusivismcameintobeing．Thereligiousinclusivismadmitsthatsalvationcanoccuratanytime,

anyplaceandinanyreligiouspractice,butinsiststhatthefactofsalvationisthemeritofChristno
matterwhereitoccurs．Intheend,peopleofallfaithswillbeincludedinthesalvationbyChrist．
Underthiscircumstance,boththereligiousinclusivism orexclusivism arethetypicalform of
religiousabsolutism andegoism essentially,becausebothofthem areinaccordance withthe
Christiancentralism．Whatis more,theycontradict with people􀆳sawarenessofthereligious
diversity,hencebecomeanobstacletotheestablishmentofanequaltalkbetweenreligions．Inthis
situation,anewreligioustheory,namelyreligiouspluralism,cameintobeing．

HickoncemadeitclearinAChristianTheologyofReligionsＧTheRainbowofFaiths,“Indeed
everythingofrealinterestintheologytodayiscontroversial,andifthechurchasawholeisnotto
descendintobitterargumentandmutualanathematizingwehavetobecomeaccustomedtotherich
internaldiversityofChristianthought．〔３６〕”Itcanbeseenthathenoticedthediversitieswithin
Christianity,andthereforeconcludedthatiftherearedifferenceswithinareligion,thedifferences
betweenreligionswillbemoreprominentandsharper,sohehopedtofindatheorywhichcouldhelp
toharmonizethereligiousdifferences,soastoachievethepurposeofcoexistence．Therefore,asan
attempttobuildapeacefulrelationshipbetweenreligionsandtodevelopthevariousfaithgroupina
harmoniousway,heproposedthePluralisticHypothesis．Butatthesametime,hisawarenesstothe
diversitieswithinareligionorbetweenreligionscanbeseenfromthestatementatthebeginningof
thisparagraph．Andherealizedthatitcouldbesomethingprettynormalinchurchinthefuture,so
thedifferencesorheterogeneityofreligionsshouldbeacceptedandbetakenasaperspectivetosolve
theproblemswithinorbetweenreligions．Fromtheperspectiveofheterogeneity,Hick􀆳sPlural
Hypothesisisfullofvitalityanddevelopmentpotential．

InProblemsofReligiousPluralism,HickshowedhisappreciationtoDr．Philip Almond,for
AlmondmadethecostＧbenefitanalysisofthethepluralisticapproachtothetheologyofreligionsin
hispaper“JohnHick􀆳sCopernicanTheology”whichwaspublishinTheologyin１９８３〔３７〕．Almond
usedtheancientparableoftheblindmenandtheelephanttosuggestthatthedifferentreligious
traditionshavemistakenlydevelopeddogmaticdefinitionsofthedivineontheassumptionthattheir
ownpartialexperienceofitiscompleteandadequate．Becauseeachofthementouchesdifferentpart
oftheelephant,theonewhofeelsalegmistakenlyidentifyingtheelephantasatree,theonewho
feelsthetrunkidentifyingitasasnake．Thewholethingislikethepeople􀆳sreligiousexperiences,

andtheydevelopdifferentconceptionofdivineontheirassumptionratherthanthetruthitself．When
analyzinganddefendinghistheoryofreligiouspluralism,Hickclarifiesthatthedifferencesare
originatedfrom theformation ofvariousreligions．These differencesarefurtherreflectedin
correspondingreligiousideologiesandpractices,thereforedifferentreligionshavedifferentreligious
ideas,religiousexperiences,and waysofrespondingtothedivinereality．Inthiscontext,Hick
believesthatthereneedsatheorywhichcanmakepeopleinterestedinalargenumberofdifferences
betweenthesereligioussensesratherthanbeingboundbythem,atthesametimetoseethose
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differencesashumans􀆳responsestothetranscendentdivinereality．Then wecanconcludethat
Hick􀆳sreligiouspluralismhasthefollowingpropositions．First,therealityofbelief(personalgodsor
nonＧpersonalgods)intheworldgreatreligionsarenotUltimateReality,butmerelystaysasthe
secondaryultimaterealitywhicharethereflectionoftheultimateone,andtheyarethediversified
culturalexpressions of Ultimate Reality,the transcendent ontological universe．Second,the
redemptionsofvariousreligionsallincludethetransformationfrom selfＧcentralism torealityＧ
centralism．Indifferentcultural,historicalandreligiousbackgrounds,peopletakedifferentpathsto
seektheunitywith UltimateReality,thusshowingavarietyofpathstoredemption．Third,the
diversityofthesecondaryultimaterealitywillproducedifferentreligiousforms,religiousactivities,

ethicalconceptsandreligiouspractices,thatis,thepluralism ofreligions．Fourth,eachreligion
containsmultiplegoodpoints,alsocountlessevils．Thefifthoneisthepracticalsignificanceof
religiouspluralism:topromotedialoguesonthebasisofequalitybetweenreligions,toexploresound
ethicalresourcesinreligion,topromotereligiouspeaceandreligiousconcerntotheissuesrelatedto
humanbeings􀆳survival．

Tosumup,inHick􀆳stheoreticalsystem,clearlyheemphasizestheexistenceofdiversityand
believesthatintheprocessofdevelopingaworldcommunity,humanbeingsshouldtobetolerantto
oneanotherandcoexistheterogeneously．

Theagreementontheconceptionofdifferenceshelpscholarstostudy Hick􀆳sPluralistic
Hypothesismoreobjectively;fromtheperspectiveofheterogeneity,theprocessofconstructingthe
theoryisseekingcommongroundwhilereservingthedifferences,anditisinnovativeandofpractical
significance．Ononehand,thereligiouspluralism keepsdifferentdoctrinesystemsintactintheir
respectivereligioustradition;butontheotherhand,itusesUltimateRealityasametaＧtheory,that
is,thesecomplexanddiversifiedreligioustraditionsasa wholearedifferentresponsestoone
UltimateReality．

Theaffirmationoftheexistenceofdifferencesisalsoreflectedintheapprovalstodifferent
interpretationsderivedfromvariousculturalcontextstoonedoctrine．Forexample,when Huang
PauloandYouBinhadadiscussionabouttheChineselocalizationofChristianity,theyallagreeon
the“greattheology”structurederivedfromthecontextofChinesenativeculture:Christianscience,

Christianetiquette,ChristianethicsandChristianpsychology．Thesefourpartsareallbuiltonthe
basisof Christian classics,thusconstituting acompletesystem of Chinese Christian “great
theology”．〔３８〕

６．ConcludingRemarks

In２０１２,ReligiousPluralism andthe Modern World:An Ongoing Engagement withJohn
Hick〔３９〕,thesecondvolumeofessaysinhonorofHick,waspublishedtomarktheoccasionofHick􀆳s
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ninetieth birthday．１９ essays wereassembledin onevolumetoreflectthephilosophicaland
theologicalconcernsofJohn Hick,andtherearefoursections:１)religiouspluralismandglobal
perspective,２)religious pluralism and practicalconcerns,３)theological and philosophical
orientations,４)John Hick􀆳swritingsandtheirimpact．“Theessaysarenotrecollectionsormere
praiseofHick􀆳svisionforreligioninthe２１stcentury,butareoriginalinsightsinspiredbyhis
thought．Furthermore,notallthescholarsareuncriticalofHickandhisprogram．Theconversation
remainsfresh．”〔４０〕Itcanbeseenthatasaleadingfigureinthefieldofcomparativereligiousstudy,

Hick􀆳stheoryofreligiouspluralismhasfarＧreachinginfluence．Ononehand,hederived“experiencing
as”from Wittgenstein􀆳s“seeingas”,putforwardthepropositionthatallexperienceis“experiencing
as”andusedthisasthebasisofhisPluralisticHypothesis．AlsobasedonKantandWittgenstein􀆳s
philosophicalviews,heexplainedthephilosophicalsystemofPluralisticHypothesiswitheasywords
whichmadehistheorymorereadableandacceptabletoreaders．Ontheotherhand,Hick􀆳stheoryof
religiouspluralismchallengedthetraditionalChristiandoctrines,soithasdrawnscholars􀆳criticism
orsupport．Thosewhoagreewithhisviewhopetosupplementormodifytheconstituentelement
basedon Hick􀆳stheoreticalframework,attemptingto makethistheory morepersuasiveand
complete．Inspiredbyhistheory,someofthemevenproposeanewinterpretationtohistheoryby
usingdifferenttheoreticalreference．Therearealsomanyopponents:someofthemareChristian
conservatives,criticizing Hick􀆳sinfidelityanddefamationtoChristiandoctrine;someofthemare
fromotherreligions,directlypointingoutthatHick􀆳sthinkingiswishfulandidealized,andthe
westernEnlightenmentthinkingorideologymaybehiddenbehindhistheory．

ItisofgreatsignificancethatHick􀆳stheoryofreligiouspluralismmakesadialogueonthebasis
ofequalitypossibleandlaysthefoundationforthepeaceanddevelopmentofmankind．Because
comparedwiththeconflictsofinterestwhichareheavilyconstrainedbyvariousfactors,religious
conflictswhichlacktheseconstraintsarelikelytobreakout．Therefore,religiousconflictshave
becomeoneofthegreatestthreatstoworldpeace．Theequaldialoguebetweenreligionshasprovided
agoodopportunityforthecoordinationandresolutionofcontradictionsamongreligions,andhasalso
becomeaneffectivemeasuretomaintainworldpeace．Therefore,thepracticalsignificanceofHick􀆳s
theoryofreligiouspluralismisfargreaterthanitsacademicandreligioussignificance．

０８

〔４０〕 BedeBenjaminBedlack,ReviewsonReligiousPluralismandtheModernWorld:AnOngoingEngagementwithJohnHickby
SharadaSugirtharajah,TheologicalStudies,２０１３,Vol．７４Issue１,２１０Ｇ２１３．



QiujuanZHANG:JohnHick􀆳sReligiousPluralismfromthePerspectiveofCulturalHeterogeneity

中文题目:
文化异质性视角下的宗教多元主义

张秋娟,比较文学博士,北京语言大学应用外语学院讲师.通讯地址:北京市海淀区学院路１５号,北京语言大学教五
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摘要:约翰􀅰希克与他童年时受到的传统基督教教育背道而驰,因倡导宗教多元论而被两次判为异端.宗教学界对他
的宗教多元论也是褒贬不一,多数学者都是从同质化的宗教多元角度来批判宗教多元主义的谬误,认为多元主义消除
了传统间差异性,使他们同质化,成为了一个虚假的统一体.本文拟从异质性角度来阐述宗教多元主义假说的可行性
和进步性,进步一分析各个宗教的异质共存才是宗教多元主义的基础.
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