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Destiny and Mission, Poetic Theology and the Theology of Poetics A Study of Dao Zi
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Abstract: To take the burden of the intersection and tension between Hua Xia Culture and Christian faith, to greatly
concern about the Hua Xia Culture’s transformation towards Christian salvation——it seems that these are Dao Zi's
destiny and mission in the Chinese society which is situated in the encounter with Christianity. The anger that is caused by
countless unrighteousness and violence in the history of Chinese society and the grief for the deep suffering and pain of
innocent people make the poet cry to God that the Hua Xia civilization could go towards God. Dao Zi is a grieving singer.
He shares the sufferings of the innocents with his poems, melts into the pain of the sufferers, because God is with the
suffers and mourners,and by taking the burdens of them,God’s salvation is finished. Unlike the “plain words” showed in
the poems of other poets,Dao Zi’s poems can be called “vague verses”. Dao Zi’s language bears thick cultural implication,
because he takes the mission of transforming Hua Xia Culture. What’s more, this is also the requirement of imitating the
world from the perspective of the wrestle between God and Devil. In this way, the images in Dao Zi’s poems have become
“transshape” that no one has ever had. Ordinary world has appeared to be a strange.astonishing and insightful “magical

‘

world”. The “personification” in traditional poetry thus turned into “spiritualification”, and the battle in the world has
become the battle in the spiritual realm. God is eternal and absolute, the beginning and the end of the world. Dao Zi views
time through eternity, process through the end,and sublates the traditional technique in Chinese literature and art that
“views the small with grand sight”. From the perspective of God’s absolutely “grand sight” that both transcends and

includes time and space,Dao Zi freely collages the social images in Hua Xia history,and creates great poetry images.

Key Words: Dao Zi, Hua Xia, culture transformation, “spiritualification” , to view time through eternity
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