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PartTwo
TheHiddenFeminineTraditionofTrinity〔９２〕
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Abstract:ThisarticlecomparestheChristianTrinitywiththeEgyptianTrinityandIndianTrinity,announcinganewly
discoveredfemininetraditionofTrinity．ProbingintotheEgyptianTrinityandIndianTrinitythisarticletriestofindthe
hiddensignsofthefemininetraditioninEgyptianandIndianmythologies．Thisarticlealsostatesthattherearehidden
signsoffemininetraditionintheHebrewBible．TheChristianTrinity,whichbelievesthatthereisonlyoneGodinThree
Persons,revealstheabsenceofthefemalepart,neglectsthepresenceofthefemalepartinoursociety．Byrediscovering
thehiddenfemininetraditionbehindthedoctrinesofTrinitythisarticleappealstoconstructathoroughlynewsymbolism
systembothformaleandfemale．
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TheEnglishwordTrinityisderivedfromLatinTrinitas,meaning“thenumberthree,atriad”．The
correspondingwordinGreekisΤριáς,meaning“asetofthree”or“thenumberthree”．TheTrinityisa
Christiandoctrinewhichiscommonlyexpressedas:“OneGod,threePersons”or“oneGodinThreePersons”．
ItisanideawhichdefinesGodasthreePersons———Father,Son,andHolySpiritcoexistinginunityasofone
being．Accordingtothisdoctrine,GodexistsasthreePersonsbutisoneGod．

TheTrinityisacoreconceptofChristianTheologywhichbelievesthatGod,Jesus,andtheHolySpiritare
ThreePersonsofGod．AlthoughtherearedifferenttypesofNontrinitarian,whichincludeBinitarianism(one
deity/twopersons)andUnitarianism(onedeity/oneperson),Trinitarianism,thedoctrineoftheTrinity,has
becomethemaindoctrine,or“thecentraldogma〔９３〕”,oftheChristianTheology．

Ⅰ．Trinity:ACoreConceptofChristianTheology

TheTrinityisacoreconceptofChristianTheology,inwhichGod,Jesus,andtheHolySpiritof
differenttimesareidentifiedwitheachother．Butwecomeacrossalotofproblemsifweexaminethe
HolyBiblewhichChristiansbelievecontainsalltherevelationsofGod．

ThereisnoTrinityintheHebrewBible,althoughsomescholarswillsayatleastthatthe
DoctrineoftheTrinityishintedatintheBible．Theword “Trinity”isnotfoundintheNew
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Testament,noristhedoctrineexplicitlyexpressedwithintheNewTestament〔９４〕．Thedoctrineof
TrinitywasdevelopedfromthecombineduseoftheFather,theSonandtheHolySpiritexpressedin
Matthew２８:１９,whichwrites:

Gothereforeandmakedisciplesofallnations,baptizingtheminthenameoftheFatherandof
theSonandoftheHolySpirit,Matthew２８:１９

AlsoPaultheApostlesblessingisassumedtobetheexpressionoftheTrinity,whichwrites:

ThegraceoftheLordJesusChristandtheloveofGodandthefellowshipoftheHolySpiritbe
withyouall,２cor．１３:１４

ThereareseveralusesofcombinationoftheFather,theSon,andtheHolySpirit．Somescholars
believethattheTrinityisexpressedindirectlyintheNewTestament．However,thereisonlyausage
ofcombination,butnotexplicitexpressionofsyncretismofthreePersons．Somescholarsarguethat
thedoctrineistheresultoflatertheologicalintegrationofGod,Christ,andothertheological
elementsduringthepostＧNewTestamenttimes．

TheChristianTrinityisadoctrinethathasbeendevelopedduringthepostＧNewTestament
times．TheconceptoftheTrinitywasexpressedinearlywritingsfromthebeginningofthe２nd
centuryonwards．ThefirstrecordeduseofGreek wordΤριςin Christiantheology wasby
TheophilusofAntioch(C．E．１６８Ｇ１８３)inabout１７０．Theophiluswrote:

“Inlikemanneralsothethreedayswhichwerebeforetheluminaries,aretypesoftheTrinity
[Τριδος],ofGod,andHisWord,andHiswisdom．Andthefourthisthetypeofman,whoneeds
light,thatsotheremaybeGod,theWord,wisdom,man”(Theophilus１９９４:１００Ｇ１０１)〔９５〕．

However,theuseofTrinity[Τριδος]byTheophilusofAntiochwasnotabouttheDivine
TrinitybutcombinationofGod,HisWord,andHiswisdom．

ThefirstnotionofChristianTrinityof“Father,Son,andHolySpirit”iscreditedtoTertullian
(c．１５５Ｇ２３０),aLatintheologianwhowrotehisChristianideaofTrinityinabout２１３C．E．．
Tertulliancoinedthewords“Trinity”and“person”toexplainthattheFather,Son,andHolySpirit
are“oneinessence—notoneinPerson”(Tertullian１９９４:６２１)〔９６〕．

ThedoctrineoftheTrinitywasnotclearlyestablisheduntiltheFirstCouncilofNicaeaadoptedtheNicene
Creed,whichexplicitlydescribedJesusas“GodofGod,LightofLight,veryGodofveryGod,begotten,not

made,beingofonesubstance(
,oμοο＇υσιος)withtheFather”(Placher１９８８:５３)

〔９７〕．
SomescholarshavedrawnarashconclusionthatthereisnoTrinityneitherintheHebrewBible

northe New Testament．Althoughthe Trinityisarguablyexpressedindirectlyinthe New
Testament,theTrinityistheconstructofChristianTheologytosolvetheoneＧandＧmanyproblem．It
isaresultofcontroversiesthatarosebytheendofthe４thcenturyconcerningtherelationship
betweenGodandJesus．TheChristianTrinity,whichbelievesthatthereisonlyoneGodinThree
Persons,isadoctrinedevelopedpostＧNew Testamenttimestoexplain why Christians were
worshippingJesusaswellastheHolySpiritanddivineGod．FromtheperspectiveoftheChristian
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Trinity,Godisoneandthree,thussolvingtheoneＧandＧmanyproblem．Thereisnoinclusionofthe
femininewithinthisTrinity．

Ⅱ．EgyptianTriadwithSyncretism:EgyptianTrinity?

SincetheTrinityistheideathatGodisoneinthreepersonsorthreegods(orgoddesses),we
canfindthenotionofTrinityinothermythologies,forexample,EgyptianandIndianmythologies．
Egyptianmythicalnarrativeswererarelywritteninfull．Usuallytheyareepisodesfromlargermyths
writteninhymns,prayers,ritualtexts,magicaltexts,andfunerarytexts．Regardlessofdifferentand
conflictingversionsofEgyptianmyths,thereweretwokindsoftriadinEgyptianmythology．

(１)TriadwithoutSyncretism
ThetriadwithoutSyncretismusuallywasfamilytriadconsistingofafather,mother,andchild,

whowereworshippedtogether．TheEnnead,whichwereworshippedatHeliopolis,wasafamous
familycombination,assemblingninedeitiesintoatheologicalsystem—ItconsistedofthegodAtum,
hischildrenShuandTefnut,theirchildrenGebandNutandtheirchildrenOsiris,Isis,Setand
Nephthys．TheEgyptianpeopleatHeliopolisworshipedafamilytriadconsistedofthegodOsiris,
Isis,andHorus．ThisisanexampleofTriadwithoutSyncretism———

Fig．１．AnexampleofTriadwithoutSyncretism．

SomesuggestthatthereisanothertriadwithoutSyncretism,atriadconsistedofHathor,
Menkaure,andBatduringfourthdynasty．

Fig．２．ThetriadconsistedofHathor,Menkaure,andBatduringfourthdynasty．(CairoMuseum)
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　　(２)TriadwithSyncretism
ThetriadwithSyncretismusuallysyncretizesthethreeformsofthesupremegodasChristian

Trinitydoes．OneofthetriadwithSyncretismconsistedofthegodAtum,Ra,andAtem．

Atumisacreatordeityandthesettingsungod．IntheearlymythologyofMemphisthepriests
ofPtahidentifiedtheirdeitywiththeprimevalmound,theplaceonwhichAtumarosefirst．Atumis
acreatordeityinHeliopolitanmythologywhichisfamousforEnnead．IntheHeliopolitancreation
mythestablishedinthesixthdynasty,Atumwasconsideredtobethefirstgod．Thecreationstarted
fromtheprimevalwatersrepresentedbyNu,amoundappearedonwhichtheselfＧbegottendeity
Atumsat．AtumcreatedthegodShuandgoddessTefnutfromspittingthemoutofhismouth
accordingtotheearlymyths．SomeotherversionsofmythsstatesthatAtumproducedShuand
Tefnutoutofhisownsemen．

Raisthesungodandalsoacreatordeity．ThecultcenterofRaworshipwasbasedin
Heliopolis．ThecultofthesungodRa,gainedsupremeascendencyduringthe５thdynastyand
declinedduringthe６thdynasty．TheworshipofRaidentifiedwithAtumafterpropagationofthe
Enneadestablishedinthesixthdynasty．Withthemergenceofthesetwodeities,Atumappearedalso
asasolardeitylinkedspecificallywiththeeveningsun,associatedwiththeprimarysungodRa．

Aten(alsoAton,Egyptianjtn)isthediskofthesuninancientEgyptianmythology,and
originallyanaspectofRaassociatedmorewiththemorningsun．

Ashasstatedbefore,thetriadofthegodAtum,Ra,andAtenisthetriadwithSyncretism．

Fig．３．AnexampleoftriadwithSyncretism

Ashasbeenstatedinthegraph,wehave—

Atum—acreatordeityandthesettingsungod．
Ra—thesungodandalsoacreatordeity
Aten—thediskofthesunandoriginallyanaspectofRaassociatedmorewiththemorningsun．
InthistriadofthegodAtum,Ra,andAten,Atumisacreatordeityandsolardeity(thesetting

sungod)andRaistheprimarysungodandalsoacreatordeitywhileAtenisoriginallyanaspectof
Raassociatedmorewiththemorningsunandmanifestedasthediskofthesun．

ThetriadofthegodAtum,Ra,andAtengaveplaceforthetriadofthegodHorus,Ra,Aten
duringtheperiodofAtenismintheeighteenthdynastywhenPharaohAmenhotepIV(Akhenaten)
introducedmonotheisticworship．

Ashasbeendiscussedbefore,AtenisoriginallyanaspectofsolardeityRaandwasmanifested
asthediskofthesun．ThegodofAten,thesunＧdisk,firstappearsintextsdatingtothe１２th
dynasty,inTheStoryofSinuhe．AkhenatenintroducedmonotheisticworshipwhichworshipedAten
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thesupremegodasthecreator,andgiveroflife〔９８〕,asynthesisofancientgods．RaＧHorus,more
usuallyreferredtoasRaＧHerakhty(Ra,whoisHorusofthetwohorizons),isasynthesisoftwo
othergods,bothofwhichareattestedfromveryearlyon．DuringtheAmarnaperiod,thissynthesis
wasseenastheinvisiblesourceofenergyofthesungod,ofwhichthevisiblemanifestationwasthe
Aten,thesolardisk．ThefulltitleofAkhenatensgodwasTheRahoruswhorejoicesinthehorizon,
inhis/herNameoftheLightwhichisseeninthesundisc．Thislengthynamewasoftenshortenedto
RaＧHorusＧAtenorjustAteninmanytexts．TheworshipofRaＧHorusＧAtenisthedevelopmentfrom
thesynthesisofancientgods．ThetriadofthegodAtumＧRaＧAtenwasreplacedbyRaＧHorusＧAten
duringtheAkhenatenmonotheisticrevolution．

Fig．４．ThetriadofRaＧHorusＧAten

ThetriadwithSyncretismsyncretizesdifferentgodstoformacompositedeity．Sometimes
syncretismcombineddeitieswithverysimilarcharacteristics．Atothertimesitjoinedgodswithvery
differentnatures,suchasAmun,thegodofhiddenpower,waslinkedwithRa,thegodofthesun．
Theresultinggod,thetriadofAtum,Ra,andAten,thusunitedthepowerwiththevisibleforcein
nature．

ThehiddenfemininetraditionoftheEgyptianTrinity．
Atum wasconsideredtobethefirstgod．Thecreationstartedfromtheprimevalwaters

representedbyNu,amoundappearedonwhichtheselfＧbegottendeityAtumsat．Atumcreatedthe
godShuandgoddessTefnutfromspittingthemoutofhismouthaccordingtotheearlymyths．Some
otherversionsofmythsstatesthatAtumproducedShuandTefnutbymasturbationfromhisown
semen．Ashasbeendescribed,Atumisassumedtohavethefunctionofgivingbirthtonewgods．As
farasthetriad with Syncretism of Atum,Ra,and Atenisconcerned,both Raand Horus
characteristicsarepartofthesupremegod,buttheintegratedgodisconsideredtobebothmasculine
andfemininesimultaneously．

Ⅲ．HinduTrimurti:theIndianTrinity?

Somescholarshavenoticedthe Trimurtiin Hindu mythology．The Trimurti (Sanskrit:
trimūrti),whichmeans“threeforms”,referstothreeHindugods:Brahmā,Vishnu,andShiva．Itisa
conceptinHinduism “inwhichthecosmicfunctionsofcreation,maintenance,anddestructionare

personifiedbytheformsofBrahmāthecreator,Vishnuthemaintainerorpreserver,and＇Shivathe
destroyerortransformer”(Zimmer１９７２:１２４)．TheTrimurtiofBrahmā(thecreator),Vishnu(the
protector),andShiva(thedestroyer)isoftenaddressedas“BrahmāＧVishnuＧMaheshwara”andhas

０９１
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beencalled“theHindutriad”(Apte１９６５:４８５)〔９９〕orthe“GreatTrinity”(Jansen１９９３:８３)．〔１００〕．

Brahmā(Sanskrit:IAST:Brahmā)istheHindugodofcreationandconsideredtherulerofthe
highestoftheheavens(theworldcalledSathya)．BrahmāisoftenidentifiedwithPrajapati,aVedic
deity．AccordingtothePurāṇas,BrahmāisselfＧborninthelotusflower,orbornfromagoldenegg
whichbecamefromaseedinwateraccordingtoanotherlegend．AccordingtotheBrahmaPurāṇa,
BrahmāthecreatoristhefatherofMānu,andfrom Mānuallhumanbeingsaredescended．Inthe
RamayanaandtheMahābhārata,Brahmāisoftenreferredtoastheprogenitororgreatgrandsireof
allhumanbeings．

Vishnu(SanskritVisn  u
)istheSupremegodintheVaishnavitetraditionofHinduism．Inthe

VishnuSahasranama Vishnu wasveneratedasParamatma (supremesoul)andParameshwara
(supremegod)．VishnuwasdescribedastheAllＧPervadingessenceofallbeings,themasterof—and
beyond—thepast,present,andfuture．Vishnuwasworshipedasonewhosupports,sustainsand
governstheUniverseandoriginatesanddevelopsallelementswithin．UsuallyVishnuisviewedas
protectorandiscalled‘Preserveroftheuniverse’．

Shiva(Sanskrit:iva)isaprimaryHindudeity,andistheGodofdestroyerortransformer．Shiva
lookslikeaneternalyouthbecauseofhisauthorityoverdeath,rebirth,andimmortality,andis
worshipedwithhiswilddance．ShivaisusuallyworshippedintheabstractformofShivalinga．The
Linga(also,Ling,Shivling,Sanskritgaṃ)isconsideredasymbolofmalecreativeenergyorofthe
phallus．

SomescholarsdoubtthattheHinduTrimurticanbeviewedastheGreatTrinity．Maurice
WinternitznotesthatthereareveryfewplacesinIndianliteraturewheretheTrimurtiismentioned
(Winternitz１９７２:４５２)〔１０１〕．ButSyncretismdidhappeninHindumythology．TheSyncretismofthe
Trimurti:Brahmā(thecreator),Vishnu(theprotector),andShiva(thedestroyer)appearedinsome
Hinduismtexts．TheidentificationofVishnu,Shiva,andBrahmāasonebeingisstronglyemphasized
intheKūrmaPurāṇa,wherein１．６BrahmanisworshippedasTrimurti;１．９especiallyinculcatesthe
unityofthethreegods,and１．２６relatestothesametheme(Winternitz１９７２:５７３)．Theidentification
ofVishnu,Shiva,andBrahmāappearedinthesectarianlives．Peopleindifferenttimestendedto
favoroneofthethreeandsubstitutedoneofVishnu,Shiva,andBrahmāforanother．Sectarian
groupsworshipedtheirownpreferreddeityassupreme．Vishnu“becomes”Shivainhismyths．The
VishnuPurāṇa (４thc．C．E．)showsVishnuawakeningandbecomingbothBrahmātocreatethe
worldandShivatodestroyit(Flood１９９６:１１１)．ShivaalsoisviewedasamanifestationofVishnuin
theBhagavataPurāṇa．ThereisonetypeofdepictionfortheTrimurtishowingthreeheadsonone
neck,andeventhreefacesononehead,eachlookinginadifferentdirection．
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Fig．５．TheTrimurtiofBrahmā,Vishnu,andShiva．

　　AlthoughtheHinduTrimurtiisquitedifferentfromtheTrinityofChristianity,Thesyncretism
ofthreedifferentaspectsofdifferenttimesisquitesimilarandthussomescholarscalltheHindu
Trimurtithe“GreatTrinity”．

ThehiddenfemininetraditionoftheHinduTrimurti．
AllthethreegodsofTrimurti:Brahmā(thecreator),Vishnu(theprotector),andShiva(the

destroyer)aremalegods．Notably,theyhadtheirwives(goddessesintheirownright)．Butthereare
stillsignsoffemininetraditioncouldbefoundintheHinduTrimurti．

First,letusseethecreationlegendofBrahmā．Unlikebrahma(nominativesingularformof
neuternounbráhman),Brahmā(nominativesingularformofmasculinenounbrahmán)ismasculine
andusedtorefertoapersonandasthepropernameofadeity．Brahmāisnottobeconfusedwiththe
SupremeCosmicSpiritin HinduVedāntaphilosophyknownasBrahman,whichisgenderless．
AccordingtothePurāṇas,BrahmāisselfＧborninthelotusflower,orbornfromagoldeneggwhich
becamefromaseedinwateraccordingtoanotherlegend．Brahmāhasgenderofbothmaleandfemale
insomeotherallusionsofcreation．ItissaidthatBrahmācreatedagoddessGayatri(Sanskrit:
gāyatrī),whoisBrahmā‘swife,usinghalfofhisownbody．

Letusseeanothercreationstory．Thedepictionbelowdemonstratestheprocessofthecreation．

Fig．６．AcreationmythdepictingBrahmāemergedfromalotusrisingfromVishnusnavel．

２９１
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IntheimagedepictionVishnuwithLakshmi,satontheserpentAnantaShesha,asBrahmā
emergedfromalotusrisingfromVishnusnavel〔１０２〕．Thedepictiondisplaystheconnectionbylotus
betweenBrahmāandVishnu．Inthesecreationmyths,theTheprimevalwater,thelotusandthe
navelarethesymbolsoffemalequalities．TheconnectionbylotusbetweenBrahmāandVishnucan
betakenasasymbolismfortheprimordialfetusandprimordialplacenta．Theprimevalwater,the
lotusandnavelarethesymbolsoffemalegenitalorganandtheconnectionwiththenavelisasymbol
ofprimordialreproduction．

Incontrast,Shiva,thedestroyer,isusuallyworshippedintheformofShivalinga,whichis
consideredasymbolofmalegenitalia．Vishnuisusuallyworshipedasonewithalotusrisingout
fromthenavel．AlthoughVishnuisamalegod,heisusuallydepictedwithLotusandfish,suggesting
certainfemininity〔１０３〕．

Fig．７．ShivaisusuallyworshippedintheformofShivalinga．

Fig．８．VishnuisusuallyworshipedwithLotusandfish．
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TheunityofTrimurtiseemsanotherkindoffemininetraditionin Hindu Mythology．Adi
Parashakti,whoisdescribedastheowneroftheuniverse,ultimatereality,ParamＧBrahmaninDeviＧ
BhagwataPurāṇa,isrepresentedastheMotherofTrimurti〔１０４〕．AdiParashaktiisbelievedtobein
nonＧdimensionalfromwhichisbeyondeverythingandallthepowersofgod/goddessarevestedin
her．TheTrimurtiofBrahmā〔１０５〕,Vishnu,andShivaarelookedaspartsofAdiParashaktiandarein
theunityofAdiParashakti．AdiParashaktiisbelievedtobedynamicinfeminineformandstaticin
masculineform．DeviＧBhagwataPurāṇadescribesalsotheTrimurtiaremasculineform whileAdi
ParashaktiisFeminineformofultimatereality．

AnotherfemininetraditioninIndianmythologyisShaktism．Shaktism (Sanskrit:āktaṃ,lit．,
‘doctrineoftheGoddess’)focusesworshipupontheHinduDivineMother:AdiparashaktiorShakti
orDeviorParvati．ItworshipstheHinduDivineMotherastheabsolute,ultimateGodhead．The
philosophyofShaktismrelatedtotheTrinityisTridevi．ShaktismregardsDevī(lit．,‘theGoddess’)
astheSupremeBrahmanitself．Itbelievesthatallotherformsofdivinity,femaleormale,are
consideredtobemerelyherdiversemanifestations．TrideviisthemanifestationofShaktismfocusing
ontheHinduDivineMotherandtheGoddesses．TherearequiteafewdepictionsofTridevi–the
conjoinedformsofLakshmi,Parvati,andSaraswatiin Hinduculture．Theconjoinedform of
Lakshmi,Parvati,andSaraswatishowsafemininetraditionofTrideviwhichindicatesapossible
feminineTrinityinHinduism．

Ⅳ．TheHiddenFeminineTraditioninTrinities

WhilecomparingtheChristianTrinitywithEgyptianTrinityandIndianTrinitywewillfinda
hiddenfemininetraditionofTrinity．ProbingintotheEgyptianTrinityandIndianTrinitywefind
hiddensignsofthefemininetraditioninEgyptianandIndianmythologies．Whileexaminingthe
EgyptianTrinityandIndianTrinitywefindthatthestructuresoftrinity,whichareThreePersonsor
ThreeGodsinaformofOne,havesomehiddensignsofthefemininetradition．

１)Thefirstmalegodasthecreator,orsomeothergods,hassomesymptomofbothmalegod
andfemalegoddess．Brahmāhasgenderofbothmaleandfemaleinsomeotherallusionsofcreation．
ItissaidthatBrahmācreatedhiswifegoddessGayatriusinghalfofhisownbody．

２)Thefirstmalegod,orthechiefmaleGod,hasthefunctionofgivingbirthtonewgods．For
example,Atumcreatedthenewgodsfromspittingthemoutofhismouthorproducednewgodsfrom
hisownsemenbymasturbationaccordingtodifferentversionsofmyths．

３)SomerolesinEgyptianTrinityandIndianTrinity,i．e．,Aten,arethefunctionalresemblances
ofthoseinChristianTrinity,“Spirit”．

４)TheprimevalwatersintheEgyptianandIndiantheogonicalmythologieshavesignsof
femininetradition．

５)Theprimevallotus,goldenegg,andnavelintheEgyptianandIndiantheogonicalmythologies
aresymbolsofthefemalegenitalorgans．

WhileexaminingTanakh,theHebrewBibleofJudaism,wecanalsofindthehiddenfeminine
traditionintheHolyScriptures．

TherearequiteafewhiddensignsofthefemininetraditionintheHebrewBible．
１)AsfarasthenamesofGod,whichareYHWH( ),Elohim ( ),EL( ),Eloah

( ),Elah( )etc．,areconcerned,someexpressionsofGodshow possibilitiesofbeing
feminine．Althoughmostoftheseexpressionsaremasculine,Elohim( )isagrammaticalplural
formforagroupofgodsandforagroupofgodsandgoddesses．Eloah( )whichisassumedtobe
thefeminineformofElohim( )maybeSemiticgoddess．

４９１
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〔１０５〕
EvaRudyJansen．TheBookofHinduImagery．(Havelte:BinkeyKokPublications,１９９３)．
BrahmāissaidalsotobethesonoftheSupremeBeing,Brahman,andthefemaleenergyknownasPrakrtiorMaya．
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２)Asherah( ),whichismentionedinExodus,Judges,KingsandChroniclesoftheHebrew
Bible,isthecoveredfemalegoddessthatisrepelledintheHebrewBible．Asherahistheconsortof
YHWHinUgariticmythologyandrecentarchaeologicaldiscoveriesoftheancientNearEastprove
theexistenceofthisconsortofYHWH．Although writtenbothinfemininepluralform and
masculinepluralform,AsherahistheforbiddenGoddessintheBiblicaltradition．

Moreover,Ashtoret( ,′AστρτηinGreek),whichisAshtarotinpluralform,isconsidered
tobethecounterpartofIshtarwhoisthedaughterofAnuinMesopotamiamythology．Ashtoretis
thedaughterofsupremegodElandconsortofBaalin Ugariticmythology．Ashtoret,usually
mentionedwithBaalintheHebrewBible,isthelunargoddess．
３)Thespirit,whichis inHebrewBible,isfeminine,whileitisneutralintheGreek,πνε＇vμα

andmasculineintheLatin,spiritus．

Ⅴ．IstheChristianTrinityaSymbolofPhallicism?

TheChristianTrinity,asthecoreconceptofChristianDoctrine,isanideathatGod,Jesus,and
theHolySpiritareThreePersonsofGod．Itoffersaconstructofthreeelements:God,Jesus,andthe
HolySpirit．Thisconstructcomestoformapartofourimaginationandasymbolofhumansociety．
Itbecomespartofourlivesandstandshighabovethemasses．Itbecomesthepowerthatmanipulates
ourmindsandbehaviors．

SomescholarsarguedthatthegenderidentityofGodisuncertainintheOldTestament．But
whathappenedtotheChristianTrinitywhenwesetoursightstoThreePersonsofGod? Although
GodsgenderidentitycanbearguablyconsidereduncertaininthearchaictextsofBible,Godwent
throughaprocessofmasculinizationinalongperiod．Godbecamethesymbolofpatriarchyinthe
mainprayeroftheNewTestament．BasedonthetraditionofLatinVulgatetheHolySpiritturned
intomasculine“spiritus”andwasmasculinized．AsaresulttheideaofThreePersonsofGod,which
areGod,Jesus,andtheHolySpirit,turnedintoasymbolismofandrocentrisminChristianTrinity．
AshasbeenshownintheearlysculpturesandportraitstheChristianTrinityisdepictedasthree
malePersonsandturnedtobethedepictionofmasculism．

Fig．９．TheearliestknowndepictionoftheTrinity,DogmaticSarcophagus,３５０C．E．

TheChristianTrinityistheconstructofChristiantheologytosolvetheoneＧandＧmanyproblem．
ButtheconstructoftheTrinity,whichrevealstheabsenceoffemalepart,neglectsthepresenceof
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thefemalepartinoursociety．AsaresulttheChristianTrinityturnouttobeasymbolofpatriarchy
andphallicism．R．N．Bellahstatesthatreligiousbeliefsconstructakindofsymbolism which
representsasetofsocialvalue(Bellah１９７０:１２)．ButwhenweturnourgazeattheChristianTrinity
itseemstobeaconstructofphalluscentrismandadubioussymbolismofgenderinequalities
betweenmenandwomen．

AshasbeenstatedbeforetheChristianTrinityistheconstructofChristiantheology．Arguably,
theChristianTrinitydoesnotmeanallthetruthoftheBible．Actuallythereareallkindsof
controversiesoverthedoctrineoftheTrinity．DebateovertheTrinitycontinuedtoragefordecades．
ChristianfaithswhichdonotbelieveintheTrinityincludeArianism (４thcentury);someradical
reformers,suchas MichaelServetus (１６thcentury);religioussectofJehovahs Witnesses;
Mormonism;andUnitarianism．ThesedebatesrevealthefragilenessoftheTrinityindicatingthatwe
arenotdeprivedoftherightsofsayingawordinfrontoftheTrinity．

SincetheChristianTrinityistheconstructofChristiantheologyitistimeforustoreＧexamine
theconceptoftheTrinityfromanewperspective,theperspectiveoffeminismandtheperspectiveof
genderequity．

TheTrinityisanabnormalfamily．Somewillaskwherethemotherisandwherethefemales
are? TheconstructofTrinity,whichmaybethereflectionofthemaleＧcenteredsociety,revealsthe
neglectoverthepresenceofthefemalepartinoursociety．

Religionsofmonotheismusuallydonothaveplaceforfemalegoddessandthus,havenoroom
forfemalesymbolism．Allgoddesseswouldbesentencedtobepagangoddessesinthereligionsof
monotheismwhichworshiponemalegod．ThisarticlecomparestheChristianTrinitywiththe
EgyptianTrinityandIndianTrinity,announcinganewlydiscoveredfemininetraditionofTrinityat
theriskofblasphemy．

Ⅵ．Conclusion

ThisarticleannouncesanewlydiscoveredfemininetraditionofTrinitybycomparingthe
ChristianTrinitywiththeEgyptianTrinityandIndianTrinity．Byrediscoveringthehiddenfeminine
traditionofTrinitythisarticleshowsthenecessitytodeconstructthemalesymbolism ofthe
Trinity,particularlyinsomeformsofChristianity,andtoreconstructanewsymbolismbothformale
andfemaleand,thus,wouldnotneglectthepresenceofthefemalepartinsociety．

６９１
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中文题目:
三位一体结构中的阴性传统

方蔚林,笔名 舒也,男,浙江余杭人,文学博士,BarＧIlanUniversity博士后,曾任希腊雅典大学哲学院访问教授,德国哥
廷根大学伊拉斯谟访问教授,现任南京大学哲学系宗教学系教授,主要从事哲学、美学、宗教学、文化学研究.电话:＋
８６１３００２５６９８１８,Email:shuyevvv＠sina．com．基金项目:国家社科基金项目“希伯来圣经女性传统研究”(１４BZJ０２６)

提要:通过比较埃及、印度和基督教传统中不同形式的三位一体结构,本文试图从三位一体观念中发现一个隐藏的阴
性传统.埃及和印度神话和宗教信仰中出现的某种形式的三位一体观念以及与之相应的三位一体结构,表现出了某种
潜含着的阴性传统.基督教的三位一体观念,即“圣父－圣子－圣灵”三位一体观念中,它相信此三者为同一位神的三
个不同的位格,这一观念某种程度上表现出了对女性的忽视和在神学信仰中对阴性传统的无视.文章探讨了在宗教信
仰中重建阴性传统的可能性,并希望能够在宗教象征体系中恢复女性的位置,从而使之与男性象征符号平等地在场.

关键词:女性主义;宗教;希伯来圣经;三位一体
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