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English Title:
One Indigenous Theology of the Literary Imagination: Ink-faced Christ

——A Book Review of JiangYuanlai’s Easter in Lanlin

LIU Ping
Ph. D. , Professor, Department of Religious Studies, School of Philosophy, Fudan University, Handan Road No. 220,
Shanghai City,20433,P. R. China. Tel: +86 138 1861 8132. Email:liuhengxian(@163. com

Abstract: The epic-like narrative of Easter in Lanlin is set against a broad backdrop of the history of Christianity in
China. As the story unfolds itself,a panorama of huge changes in the contemporary Chinese society emerges,in which the
multi-dimensional realities lived daily by average Christian men and woman are depicted at great length, manifesting to the
fullest extent clashes among different groups of people (the religious vs. the secular) , denominations (patriotic churches
vs. house churches) and classes (the urban vs. the rural) ,as well as intergenerational and intercultural conflicts. Written

in a quintessentially Chinese literary language, the play expresses most eloquently the true qualities of Indigenous

Theology in the present era the “Ink-faced Theology”. This review aims at delineating the three basic constituents of

the Ink-faced Theology,namely, big-family theology.non-man-eating theology,and sacrifice theology,through an in-depth

analysis of the far-reaching spiritual significance of Easter in Lanlin.

Key Words: Ink-faced Christ; Ink-faced Theology; Easter in Lanlin; Indigenous Theology; non-man-eating; big family
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