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１　TheConversionofRulersinEuropeandAsia

AsitiswellknownoneofthemainfeaturesoftheJesuitpolicyofaccommodationwasmissionfrom
thetopdown,i．e．tostartwiththeconversionoftheChineseemperorbecausetheyhopedthatthewhole
ChinesepeopleandthenthewholeFarEastwouldfollowthisprestigiousexample．〔１６〕Inthisway,great
partsofEuropehadbecomechristianizedwhentherulers(kings,dukes,leaders)ofthenationsandtribes
convertedtoChristianityintheearlyMiddleAges．Thechangefromonereligiontoanother,namelyfromthe
believeintopagansgodstotheChristianmonotheisticGodcouldmeanadestabilizationofthepoliticalorder．
Thereforeitneededthelegitimizationoftheruler,whowithhisconversiontoChristianityortheCatholic
Churchalsopavedthe waytosalvationforhistribeorpeople,forheastheleaderhadaspecial
responsibility．Peoplebelievedthatearthlyandheavenlywellfareandblessingswentparallel,fordirectaward
wasgiven,astheythought,fortheobedience．SoGodsentdirecthelpinbattlesashedidwiththeRoman
emperorFlaviusValeriusConstantinus(birthbetween２７０/２８８,Romanemperor３０６－３３７),whogranted
religiousfreedomintheRomanEmpirewiththeEdictofMilanin３１３,wherebyChristianitybecamethe

１１１

〔１６〕 NicolasStandaert(ed．),HandbookofChristianityinChina．VolumeOne:６３５Ｇ１８００．(HandbookofOrientalStudies,section４:

China１５/１．HandbuchderOrientalistik,Abt．４:China１５)(Leiden,Boston,Köln２００１)p．３１０．
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privilegedreligion．〔１７〕Thevictoryovermenacingotherrulersandpowerswasinterpretedasavictoryofthe
church．〔１８〕InthiswayalsotheconversionoftheFranconiankingClovisI(birth４６６,ruled４８１/４８２Ｇ５１１)in
４９８or５０８undertheinfluenceofhisCatholicwifeClotildewasinterpretedastheChristianGodhelpinghim
tofighttheAlamans．JesusChristprovedtobemoreeffectivethanthepagangodOdin．Thismeanttheend
ofpaganand Arianic Western Europe．〔１９〕TheadoptionofCatholicism byClovisledto widespread
conversionamongtheFrankishpeoples,toreligiousunificationofgreatpartsofEurope(France,Belgium
andGermany),andattheendofthebirthoftheearlyHolyRomanEmpireoftheGermannation．〔２０〕

ItisnotsureiftheJesuitshadthesehistoricalfactsin mind whentheyplannedtheirpolicyof
accommodation．IntheFarEast,theJesuitssawseveraltimesachancetoconverttherulers,asinJapan,inSiam
andespeciallyinChina,theculturallyleadingnationinEastAsia．InSouthernJapanseveraldaimyōshad
embracedChristianityattheendofthe１６thcentury,andeventheunifiersofJapan,OdaNobunaga织田信长

(１５３４－１５８２)andToyotomi Hideyoshi豊 臣 秀 吉 (１５３７－１５９８),wereforsometimefriendlytothe
missionaries,butattheendtheyfearedaninvasionoratleasttoomuchinfluencefromabroad．〔２１〕Attheendof
the１７thcenturytheJesuitshadgainedinfluenceatthecourtoftheSiamesekingPhraNarai(birth１６３２,ruled
１６５６－１６８８)throughhisadvisor,theadventurerConstantinPhaulkon(１６４７－１６８８),whobecameCatholic．
ThishopefailedwitharevolutionwhenthekingandPhaulkon,whomthepeoplehated,werekilled．〔２２〕In
China,thishopeofconvertingtheemperorseemedtobeverycloseseveraltimes．JohannAdam
SchallvonBell汤若望 (１５９２－１６６６)whoworkedfortheChongzhenEmperor崇祯 (Reign１６２９－
１６４４)attheAstronomicalBureauforthereformoftheChinesecalendarkeptthishopebuthe
failed,ChongzhencommittedsuicidewhenBeijingwasconqueredbyrebelsin１６４４．〔２３〕Afterthe
changeofthedynastyfromtheMingdynasty (１３６８－１６４４)totheQingdynasty (１６４４－１９１１)

SchallbecamedirectoroftheAstronomicalBureauandhadgoodrelationstotheyoungShunzhi
Emperor顺治 (Reign１６４４－１６６１),whocalledhimrespectfully “Mafa”,buttheemperordiedof
smallpoxasayoungmanagedonly２１andasaBuddhist．〔２４〕AlsohissonandsuccessortheKangxi
Emperor康熙 (Reign１６６２－１７２２)seemedtobeclosetoChristianity———atleastinthedescription
ofJoachimBouvets白晋 (１６５６－１７３０)bookletPortraithistoriquedelempereurdelaChine(Paris
１６９７),butdespiteissuingtheEdictofTolerancein１６９２andhisgoodrelationstotheCourtJesuits
heneverembracedChristianity．〔２５〕

Thestory,whichistoldhere,tookpartduringthetimeofrebellionsand warsduringthe
dynasticchangefromtheMingtotheQingdynasty．WhentheManchuswereontheirwayalsoto
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conquerSouthernChinaandtheShunzhiemperorwasalreadyrulinginBeijing,theSouthernMing
establishedtheirowncourtwithseveralemperors,allbeingdescendantsoratleastrelativesofthe
WanliEmperor万曆 (Reign１５７２－１６２０)．Thelastofthem wastheYongliEmperor永曆 (１６２３,

reign１６４６－１６６２),andhewastheonewhotogetherwithhisfamilyandthecourtseemednearlyto
beChristian．YonglisreignwasparalleltothatoftheShunzhiEmperorinBeijing．Therefore,the
Jesuits,deliberatelyornot,workedatthetwocourtsfightingeachotheratthesametime．Itwas
possiblethat,bothcourtsinthe NorthandintheSouthofChina wouldsurviveandthusbe
establishedastwoempires,butitwasmoreprobablethatonlyoneofthetwodynastieswithone
emperorwouldbevictorious,sotheJesuitshopedthatatleastsomeofthemwouldbeonthesideof
theconquerorservingasastronomersandscientists．InthiswayChristianitycouldsurviveunderone
dynastywithoneemperor．TheJesuitsofthedefeateddynasty,however,wouldquiteprobablynot
surviveandevencouldbecomemartyrsfortheirfaith．ThissituationofJesuitsinthenorthandsouth
ofChinacorrespondedtotheJesuitFarEasternprovinces．In１６１５theViceＧProvinceofChinaofthe
JesuitorderbecameindependentoftheProvinceofJapan(since１６１１)thankstotheeffortsofthe
Jesuitprocurator Nicolas Trigault (１５７７－１６２８)．WhenJapan wasclosed bythe Tokugawa
Shogunateandall missionaries wereexpelled (from １６１０),manyJapanese Christiansfledto
PortugueseMacauortoothercountriesofEastAsia．AsconsequencetheJesuitprovinceofJapan
movedto Macauandtookresponsibilityfor Tonkin;〔２６〕after１６５６,the Chineseprovincesof
GuangdongandGuangxiwereadded．〔２７〕

Inthispaper,IamdealingwithsituationoftheJesuitsintheserviceoftheSouthernMing．The
maintopichereisthefateoftwoJesuitsintheserviceoftheYongliEmperor,namelyofthePolish
JesuitMichałPiotrBoym 卜弥格 (１６１２－１６５９)andtheAustrianJesuitWolfgangAndreasXavier
Koffler瞿安德 (１６０３/１６１２－１６５２)．

２　Sources

ConcerningKofflersandBoymsrelationstotheSouthernMingseveralsourcesareused．The
mainsourceforthispaperisamanuscriptwrittenbyBoym,namelyhis“StatusChristianæReligionis
inChina,utnuncsehabet”(SituationoftheChristianreligioninChinaasitisatthemoment)．〔２８〕

ThisreportdealswiththetwoImperial“cases”concerningtheemperorsofthe Mingdynasty,

namelyoftheChongzhenemperorintheNorthandtheYongliemperorintheSouthandtheir
relationstoChristianityandtothemissionaries．Thepurposeofthisdocumentwastodemonstrate
thattheconversionoftheYongliEmperorwasnotfarandthatitwouldbetherationalfulfilmentof
thehopestheJesuits,especiallyofJohannAdamSchallvonBell,whotriedtoconvertthelastMing
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JosephDehergne,RépertoiredesJésuitesdeChinede１５５２à１８００(Paris,Rome１９７３)p．３２７．
SeeOnofreBorges,lettertotheGeneralSuperiorGoswinNickel,２０October１６５９,ARSI(＝ArchivumRomanumSocietatis

Iesu),Jap．Sin．８０,ff．１４７Ｇ１４８．
München,BayerischesHauptstaatsarchiv,Jesuitica５８９．
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emperorChongzhen．〔２９〕Partsofthismanuscriptandrelatedmanuscriptswereprintedinseveral
editionsandtranslationswithmoreorlessslightchanges．Thefollowingeditiontellsonlythestory
oftheYongliemperor:BreveRelazionedellaChina,E Della MemorabileConversioneDiPersone
RegalidiquellacorteallaReligioneChristiana(Roma１６５２),Frenchtranslation:BriefveRelationde
laChineetdelanotableconversiondesPersonnesRoyales,&delestatdelaReligionChrestienneen
laChine(Paris１６５４)．AnexpandedGermantranslationofthisreportwaspublishedin:Joseph
Stöcklein (１６７６－１７３３)(ed．),DerNeue WeltＧBott,aneditionofJesuitlettersabout７０years
later．〔３０〕InDerNeue WeltＧBottwealsofindotherrelevantsources,namelyaletterwrittenby
AndreasXavierKoffler,〔３１〕aletterwrittenbyMichałBoymaboutKoffler,〔３２〕andaletterwrittenby
aHungarianJesuitJohannesNadasy(orNadasi)．Thesearetheprintedsourcesmostlyusedhere．
ThecompletetitleofthiscollectionoflettersfromtheJesuitmissionsallovertheworldis:

WeltＧBott＝DerNeue WeltＧBott．AllerhandsoLehrＧalsGeistＧreicheLetter/Schrifftenund
ReisＧBeschreibungen/WelchevondenenMissionariisderGesellschafftJEsuAusBeydenIndien,und
andernÜberMeergelegenenLändernSeitAn．１６４２bißaufdasJahr１７２６．inEuropaangelanget
seynd．JetztzumerstenmalTheilsausHandschrifftlichenUrkunden/theilsausdenenFranzösischen
LettresEdifiantesverteutschtundzusammengetragenvonJosephStöckleingedachterSocietätJEsu
Priester,vol．I(Augspurg,Grätz,１７２６)．〔３３〕

InthispaperthreelettersfromDerNeueWeltＧBottareused,namelyletterno．１０,letterno１３
andletterno２１９．

１．LetterbyFr．AndreasKofflerSJ:
“BriefDesgottseeligen MannsP．WolfgangiAndreæ KofflerderGesellschafftJEsu

Missionarii,ausder Oesterreichischen Provinzvon Crembsgebürtig．An R．P．Joannem

４１１

〔２９〕

〔３０〕

〔３１〕

〔３２〕

〔３３〕

ThehistoryofthecourtinBeijingisdealtwithinJohannAdamSchallvonBellsHistoricarelatiodeortuetprogressu
FideiOrthodoxaeinRegnoChinensipermissionariosSocietatisJesuabAnno１５８１usqueadAnnum １６６９  (Regensburg１６７２),

whichisthesecondeditionofSchallsHistoricaNarratiodeinitioetprogressuMissionisSocietatisJesuapudChinenses  (Wien
１６６５)．

Theca．８００lettersinDerNeueWeltＧBottwerefromtheJesuitmissionsaroundtheworld．Ca．２００ofthemweresentfrom
China．StöckleintranslatedFrenchlettersfromtheLettresédifiantesetcurieuses(since１７０３)intoGerman,andaddedtranslationsof
lettersfromLatin,ItalianorGerman．ClaudiavonCollani,“DerNeue WeltＧBott．APreliminarySurvey”,SinoＧWesternCultural
RelationsJournalXXV (２００３)pp．１９Ｇ２１;RenateDürr,“Der”“NeueWeltＧBott”alsMarktderInformationen? Wissenstransferals
MomentjesuitischerIdentitätsbildung,ZeitschriftfürHistorischeForschung３４(２００７)H．３,pp．４４１Ｇ４６６,id．,“WissenalsErbauungＧ
zurTheatralitätderPräsentationvinWissenausallerWeltimNeuenWelt＝Bott”,http://diglib．hab．de/ebooks/ed０００１５６/id/ebooks
_ed０００１５６_article１１/start．htm (lastaccessJune１１,２０１８)．

ForKofflerseeHarryKühnel,“P．AndreasKofflerSJ,KremserMissionarinOstasien”,４０００JahreOstasiatischeKunst
(１９７８),pp．１Ｇ１２．

SeeRobertChabrié,MichelBoym,JésuitePolonaiserlafindesMingenChine(１６４６－１６６２)(Paris１９３３)．Thepapersof
theworkshoponBoymin２００９werepublishedinMonumentaSericaLIX (２０１１)．

JosephStöckleinSJ(１６７６－１７３３),armychaplainoftheImperialHabsburgsoldiers,participated,forexmplae,forthe
SpanishWarofSuccession．Later,hewasinthearmyofPrinceEugen(１６６３－１７３６)inHungaryduringmanybattles．Hespenthislast
yearsinGrazuntilhisdeathtranslating(especiallyfromtheFrenchlanguage),writingandeditingDerNeueWeltＧBott．
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Rumer〔３４〕gedachter Societätin gemeldeter Provinz damahls vorgesetzten Provincial．
GeschriebenzuBataviainOstＧIndienaufderInsulJavagelegenenHolländischenVestung/

den３．Decembris１６４２．”〔３５〕

２．LetterbyFr．MichałBoymSJ:
“BerichtPatris MichaëlisBoym,derGesellschafftJESU MissionariiinSina,ausder

PolnischenProvinz/welchenerzuRomimJahr１６５３．abgestattethat”．〔３６〕

３．LetterbyFr．JohannesNadasiSJ:〔３７〕

“BriefR．P．Joannis Nadasider GesellschafftJEsu Priesters．An Den Ehrwürdigen
damalsinderProvinzOesterreichgedachterSocietätvorgesetztenPatrem Provincialem．
GeschribenzuRomden２．FebruariiimJahr１６６２”．〔３８〕

３　TheSouthernMing

TheconquestofChinatookthe Manchuseighteenyears．〔３９〕WhenthenorthofChinawas
alreadyunderManchurule,inthesouththerewerestillseveralpretendersdescendingfromthe
ImperialMingfamilywhotriedtoestablishtheirowncourts,toreconquerChinaandtorestorethe
ruleoftheMingdynasty．AlllastemperorsoftheMinginthenorthandinthesouth,however,had
theproblemthatthecountrywasimpoverished,andthereforeitwasdifficulttosustaintheirarmies
andcourts．〔４０〕InNankingagrandsonoftheWanliEmperorcalled“HumQuam”弘光 (Hongguang,

１６０７－１６４６)reignedasthefirstemperoroftheSouthernMingfrom１６４４－１６４５,〔４１〕butitseems
thathehadnorelationswiththeJesuits．ThoughhewasaformidablerivaltotheManchus,helost
theprovincebecauseofhisvices．HewasfollowedbyZhuYujian朱聿键,１６０２－１６４６,thePrinceof
Tang,whoruledasLongwu 隆武 Emperor(１６４５－１６４６)inFujianfrom１８August１６４５until６
October１６４６．Hewasofroyalblood,butnodescendantofWanli．Hewasalearnedman,courageous
andafriendoftheJesuitsandtheChristians．However,healsoreignedforonlyoneyear．Hewas
capturedbytheQingandexecuted．〔４２〕Hisbrother“XauV”(Shaowu 绍武,reign１６４６－１６４７)

becameemperorintheprovinceofGuangdongbutwascapturedandkilledbytheManchus．Within
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JohannesRumerwastheprovincialoftheAustrianprovinceoftheJesuits．
DerNeueWeltＧBott,vol．I,part１(Augspurg１７２６),letterno．１０,pp．２８Ｇ３４．
DerNeueWeltＧBott,vol．I,part１(Augspurg１７２６),letterno．１３,pp．４０Ｇ４６．
Johannes(orJános)NádasiorNádasy,borninTyrnau,Hungary,in１６１３,Jesuitsince１６３３,wasatfirstteacheratJesuit

collegesinHungary,thenstayedinRome,whereheworkedassecretaryfortheLatinlettersoftheJesuits’generalsuperior,forthe
“Litteraeannuae”oftheJesuits．From１６５８hewasinAustriaaspreacher,confessorandauthor．Hediedin１６７９．

DerNeueWeltＧBott,vol．Ⅱ,part９(Augspurg１７２７),letterno．２１９,pp．２Ｇ３．
RonniePoＧchiaHsia,“DreamingofConstantine:theJesuitMissionandPrincelyConversionsintheSouthern Ming”,in:

FerdinandVerbiestInstitute(eds．),HistoryoftheCatholicChurchinChina．FromitsbeginningtotheScheutFathersand２０th

Century．Unveilingsomelessknownsources,soundsandpictures(LeuvenChineseStudiesXXIX)(Leuven２０１５)p．６７．
ArthurW．Hummel,EminentChineseoftheChingPeriod (１６４４－１９１２)(Washington１９４３,Taipei１９７０)p．１９１．
LynnA．Struve,“TheSouthernMing,１６４４－１６６２”,in:Mote,FrederickW．/Twitchett,Denis/Fairbank,JohnK．(eds．),

TheCambridgeHistoryofChina．Vol．７．TheMingDynasty,１３６８－１６４４,PartⅠ (Cambridge１９９７)pp．６４１Ｇ６６０．
Struve,“SouthernMing”,p．６７６Ｇ６９３．VonCollani,“MichałBoym”,pp．３３４f;idem,“AstronomyversusAstrology．Johann

AdamSchallvonBellandhis“superstitious”ChineseCalendar”,ArchivumHistoricumSocietatisIesuLXXXII,fasc．１６４(２０１３)pp．
４２１Ｇ４５７．
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threeyearstherewerethreeemperors,allofwhomdisappeared．〔４３〕

AtthesametimeasShaowualsoanothercompetitorreigned,namelytheYongliemperor．Before
LongwudiedhesentalegatecalledAchillesPangTianshou庞天寿totheMingprinceZhuYoulang
朱由榔 (１６２３－１６６２),wholaterbecametheYongliemperor．AchillesorAchilleusPangTianshou
wasaeunuchfromBeijing．Bornca．intheyear１５８８hediedin１６５７．Achillesisperhapsidentical
withAchilleus,whowasDirectorofCeremonialattheImperialcourtinBeijing．Heandhisbrother
NereusbelongedtothefirsteunuchswithintheImperialpalaceinBeijingwhowerebaptisedduring
thereignofChongzhenEmperor,hewasquiteprobablybaptisedbyNiccolòLongobardo 龙华民

(１５６５－１６５５),MatteoRiccis利玛窦 (１５５２－１６１０)successorasthemissionsuperior．〔４４〕Afterthe
conquestofBeijinghemovedevidentlytothesouthtojointheSouthernMing．

SeveralJesuitshadrelationstothedifferentemperorsoftheSouthern Ming,asFrancesco
Sambiasi毕方济 (１５８２－１６４９),whoservedtheemperorsLongwuandHongguang．Theysenthim
togetherwithPangTianshoutoMacautogetmilitaryhelpfromthePortuguese．〔４５〕MartinoMartini
卫匡国 (１６１４－１６６１)from Trento (todaynorthernItaly)cameintocontactwiththeLongwu
Emperor;togetherwithGiulioAleni艾儒略 (１５８２－１６４９),JanMikołajSmogulecki穆尼各 (１６１０－
１６５６)andPascoalFernandes (１６０９－１６８１)hestayedinYanping 南平 whereLongwuhadhis
Court．〔４６〕TheLongwuEmperorandhisentouragewereespeciallyinterestedinMartinisknowledge
aboutmilitaryaffairs,suchasballistics,gunpowderandthecastingofcannons．〔４７〕

４　TheYongliEmperor

ThelastemperoroftheMingandoneofthetragicheroesofourstorywasZhuYoulang,theson
ofZhuChangying朱常瀛 (１５９７－１６４５)．ZhuChangying,PrinceofGui,wastheseventhandyoungest
sonoftheWanliEmperor．ZhuYoulangwasPrinceofYongming永明．Also,othermembersofhis
familyareknownbecausetheyarementionedintheJesuitlettersandreportsasChristians．Themost
importantmembersofthefamilyweretheempressDowagerWang(１５９４? －１６５１)(Xiaozheng孝正

太后),whohadbeenthemainconsortandwidowofZhuChangying,andwhowasYonglishonorary
mother;followedbytheEmpressDowagerMa(Huangtaihou 皇太后),Yonglisrealmother,and
YongliswifeEmpressWang．Latertheheirapparenttothethronebelongedtothisgroup,too．

WhenZhuYoulangwasaskedtoascendthethroneastheemperoroftheSouthernMing,the
EmpressDowagerWangrefusedinhisname,statingthathewastooyoung(only２３yearsold),
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Struve,“SouthernMing”,pp．６７６Ｇ５７９;PaulRule,“TheJesuitsandtheMing－QingTransition:HowDidBoymandMartini
FindThemselvesonOppositeSides?”,MonumentaSericaLIX (２０１１)pp．２４３Ｇ２５８．

Standaert,Handbook,p．４３８．
Infact,hewasabletoreturn withacontingentofPortuguesesoldiers．SeeChabrié,MichelBoym,pp．７５fStandaert,

Handbook,p．４３９．
Dehergne,Répertoire,p．１６６．
GiulianoBertuccioli,Appendice１:CronologiadellavitaedelleoperediMartino Martini,in:Martino Martini,Opera１

(Trento１９９８)p．５１６;s．a．ClaudiavonCollani,“TwoAstronomers:MartinoMartiniandJohannAdamSchallvonBell”,in:LuisaM．
Paternicò,ClaudiavonCollani,RiccardoScartezzini,MartinoMartini,ManofDialogue．ProceedingsoftheInternationalConference
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inexperiencedandnotstrongenoughforsuchaheavyburden．〔４８〕Infacttheprinceisdescribedbeing
afriendlyandniceman,butweakandlackingcourageandtheresponsibility．Hecouldonlysurvive
asemperorbecausehehadseveralveryselflessandnoblemeninhisservice．〔４９〕Attheendthe
princewaspersuadedbytheofficialsDingKuichu丁魁楚 (＋１６４７),baptisedasLucas,andQuShisi
瞿式耜 (１５９０－１６５１),baptisedasThomas,andLüDaqi吕大器toaccepttheoffer．〔５０〕ZhuYoulang
startedhisreigninZhaoqing 肇 庆,aformer Mingestateandheadquartersofthegovernorof
GuangdongprovinceandtheViceroyofLiangＧGuang两广,inNovember１６４６．DingandQubecame
grandsecretariesatthenewcourt．〔５１〕On２４December１６４６,Yongliwasinstalledasemperorin
Zhaoqing．BesideshistwosecretariesYonglihadalsootherChristiansinhisservice,namelybesides
AchillesPangalsoLucasJiaoLian 焦琏 (－ １６５１)．〔５２〕Foradecade,theYongliEmperorandhis
troopsweresuccessfulfightingagainsttheManchu,anditwasnotsureiftheManchuconquerors
wouldwinagainsttheSouthern Ming,butitseemsthathewasoverstrained．Hisregimebecame
moreandmoreinstableandhehadtofleetotheWestintoBurma．〔５３〕AttheendtheBurmesewere
forcedtosurrenderhimtotheChinesegeneralWuSangui吴三桂 (１６１２－１６７８),whohadjoinedthe
Manchus,andwhoputhimandhisyoungsontodeathbystrangulation．〔５４〕

InitiatedbyFrancescoSambiasi(１５８２－１６４９)theYongliemperorreceivedmilitaryhelpfrom
MacauunderNicolasFerreira,whobrought３００PortugueseandChineseChristiansfrom Macau
armedwithmusketsandcannonsin１６４７．ThiscontributedmuchtothevictoryoftheMingtroopsin
thebattleofGuilin．Kofflerservedaschaplaintothesetroops．〔５５〕

５　AndreasWolfgangKoffler

５．１　TheearlylifeoftheJesuitAndreasWolfgangKoffler
AndreasWolfgangKofflerwasborninKrems,Austria,in１６１２．HisfamilywasaLutheran

Protestant,hisfatherwasarich merchant．Whenthemotherbecameawidow,sheleftAustria,

becausetherewaspressureonherbecauseoftheirreligiousdenominationasaProtestant．Therefore,

togetherwithherchildrenshemovedtoRegensburg(Ratisbonae),anIndependentCityoftheHoly
RomanEmpireofGerman NationintheSouth,meaningthattherewasnopressureconcerning
Christiandenominations,onecouldfreelydecidetobeProtestantorCatholic．Koffler,however,

stayedinVienna,convertedtoCatholicismandstartedhisuniversityeducationtherein１６２３,atfirst
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Struve,“SouthernMing”,p．６７７;seealsoStandaert,Handbook,p．４４０,AlbertChan,“AEuropeanDocumentontheFallof

theMingDynasty(１６４４－１６４９)”,MonumentaSericaXXXV (１９８１－８３)document９３．
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inthe“artesliberae”,thenintheology．〔５６〕In１６２７hejoinedtheSocietyofJesusinViennaandtook
the name Andreas Xavier．〔５７〕 Koffler was nota scientistcomparableto Johannes Schreck
(Terrentius)邓玉函 (１５７６－１６３０)orJohannAdamSchallvonBell,howeverhehadknowledgeof
astronomy．In１６３９hesucceededinhiswishtobesenttotheEastAsianmission．Hisdepartureby
shipfromLisbon,however,hadtobepostponeduntil１６４０．〔５８〕

KofflerreachedPortugueseGoainJanuary１６４２．FromtherehetravelledonanEnglishvessel
togetherwithfourotherJesuitstoDutchBatavia(todayJakarta)onJava,inJune１６４２．Whena
PortugueseshipboundtoMacauarrivedinBataviatheJesuitshopedthattheycouldtraveltoMacau
onthisship．However,theshipwasnotinagoodcondition,thereforeonlythreeofthemcouldleave,

namelytheSwissJesuitOnuphriusBürgi(alsocalledOnofrius,OnofreBorges,laterJesuitsuperior
ofTonkin),theTridentineJesuit Martino MartiniandPaoloCalopresiofrom Naples．〔５９〕They
startedinOctober１６４２．KofflerandanotherPortugueseJesuit,JoãoBorges,stayedinBataviauntil
１６４４．KoffleractedasapriestandpresidedovertheEucharistforthefewCatholicsinBatavia．〔６０〕

KofflerdescribedhisstaywiththeDutchinBataviaasbeingquiteagreeable,becauseheprofited
fromhisknowledgeoftheFlemishlanguage．TheCalvinistDutchwerefriendlyandhelpful,Koffler
wasofteninvitedfordinner,wheretheydiscussedaboutthefaith．Whenhelacked moneythe
governorhelpedhim．AthisarrivalKofflerwaswithoutequipmentfortheEucharistandhewas
lackingbooks．TheDutchprovidedhimwithallthesethingsandbookswhichtheyhadtakenwhen
theyconquered Malakka．TheDutch,however,hadthewrongopinionabouttheJesuitssplans
thinkingthattheywantedtogotothesilverminesofJapan,butKofflertoldthemthattheywanted
tosavesoulstoChina．InrealitytheJesuitsreallywantedtogototheclosedJapansecretly,notto
lookforsilvermines,buttosavesoulsandtobecomeperhapsmartyrsfortheirfaith,awishwhich
wassharedbyothermissionariesuntilnearlytheendofthe１７thcentury．〔６１〕However,theykept
theseplanssecret,becausetheJapaneseacceptedonlytheDutchasEuropeantradepartners,because
theydidnothavemissionariesandpreferredtoprofitbycommerceinJapan．Forthisreason,Koffler
andhiscompanionspretendedtogoasmissionariestoChina;theyevenchangedtheiroutfitandhair
adaptingtotheChinesecustom．TheDutchwarnedthemthattheChinesemandarinswouldkill
them．TheJesuits,however,werenotafraidofamartyrsdeathfortheirfaith．Kofflernoticedthat
theDutchProtestantpreachermenwouldneverdothesamebecausetheyhadwivesandchildren．At
theendKofflerdefendedinhisletterthecelibacyoftheCatholicChurch:withoutmarriage,i．e．
withoutwifeandchildren,thepriestscoulddecideandactinafreeway．〔６２〕FinallyKofflerand
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Borgeswentbyshipto Macau．TheirsuperiorsthereandtheinhabitantsofMacauevidentlyhad
convincedthemthatitwasimpossibletogotoJapan．

５．２　KofflerandtheconversionoftheYongliEmperorsfamily
InhisreportBoymdescribedtheconversionofseveralimportantpersonsofthefamilyofYongli．

However,wecanassumethathewrotethisreportwiththehelpofKofflerandperhapsofAchillesPang．
KofflergottoknowZhuYoulang,thelaterYongliEmperor,whenhewasstillaPrince．Duringthetime
whenAchillesPangstayedwiththePrinceinWuzhoufu(Guangxi),theChristiangeneralLucasJiaoLian焦

琏arrivedtheretogetherwith１０．０００soldiersandwithFr．Andreas(Xavier)Koffler．Kofflerhadlearned
fromPangthattheprinceneverstayedonthelandorinapalace,butonlyonshipstravellingontherivers,

becausehewasafraidofdemonsplaguinghimotherwise．AchillesPanggavehimhis“Lipsanotheca,”abox
containingrelics,whichpartlyhelped．PangtoldKoffler:“IfYourReverencewouldliketotalkwiththe
prince,Iwillprovideyouwithanaudience．”

Koffleragreedandwasreceivedwithmuchlovebytheprincewhodidnotpermitthathemake
anyreverencetohim．Kofflergavehimtheobligatorypresentsconsistingoftechnicalinstruments,

namelyopticaltubes,cylinders,mathematicalinstruments,andapictureoftheHolyVirginholding
hersoninthearms,St．JohntheBaptiststandingnearby．Theprinceenjoyedthesesmallpresents
andtalkedwithKoffler．Hewasinvitedtoreturntotheprinceagain．

WhenYongliwascrownedwiththehelpofPangheinvitedKofflertohiscourtinZhaoqing．
BecauseoftumultstheemperorhadtochangetheplacesoonandleaveZhaoqing．Pangdidallhe
couldtopersuadeYonglitoembraceChristianityandtopermitthattheempressreceivedbaptism．
TogetherwiththeempresstheemperordailyprayedtheLordsPrayer,theAve Mariawiththe
ApostolicCreed,bowinghisknees．Later,theemperordreamtthreetimes,ashetoldBoym,ofalittle
boywithacrosswhosaid:“Ifyouwillnotfollow mylaw,Iwillmakeyoudie．”Theemperor
recognizedthatthisboywasidenticalwiththechildheldbytheVirgininthepictureandthatthe
crosswassimilartotheoneofSt．JohndepictedatthesideofMary．〔６３〕

Finally,theEmpressDowagerdecidedtoreceivebaptismandadmonishedAchillesPang:“Isee
wellthatbaptismisnecessaryforsalvation．Butwhowilldothat? Didyounotsaythatthefathersin
theimperialcityofPekinggavethefacultytobaptizethevirginsandmatronsofthepalacetothe
chamberlainsbecausenomanfromoutsidecancometoourconclave,muchlessapriestfroma
foreigncountry,becauseotherwisehewouldbepunishedseverely?”

AchillesansweredthathecouldnotmakeanydecisiononthisbehalfbutwantedtotalktoKoffler
aboutit．Koffleransweredthatmanyemperorsandempressessufferedintheeternalflamesandthatitwas
aneasywaytogotohellwithoutbaptism．Butiftheempresswantedtobesaveditwasbesttobebaptized
bytheJesuithimself．Ashorttimeafterwardstheempressheardthefalserumoursthatthecapitalhadbeen
conqueredbyrebelsanddecidedtocommitsuicide,akindofdeathconsiderednoblebytheChinese,in
contrasttotheshameoffallingintothehandsoftheenemy．ButAchillesPangtoldher:“Godwantsthat
YourMajestyreceivebaptismfromthehandoftheFathers．Thennobodycanrobyouofyoureternal
salvation．”Thesewordsfilledtheempressandtheconsortswithnewcourage．Kneelingbeforethepictures
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oftheSaviourandtheHolyVirgintheypromisedtoreceivebaptismwiththeholyceremoniesoftheRoman
Church．KofflerbaptisedthethreeempressesinApril１６４８．TheEmpressDowagerreceivedthenameHelena
(WangLiena王烈纳),thebiologicalmotheroftheYongliEmperor,EmpressMa,wasbaptisedAnna亚纳,

andthelegitimatewifeoftheYongliEmperor,EmpressWangfromSuzhou,obtainedtheChristianname
Maria(Maliya玛利亚);alsotheotherwomenoftheseragliodesiredfiercelytobebaptized．〔６４〕Sobesides
themaround５０concubinesand４０officialswerebaptised,alsothemotherofHelena,Julia．〔６５〕

ThenextdaytheemperorreturnedandwasinvitedtoadorethepicturesofChristandtheHoly
Virgin．Hestated:“TheidolFo(佛＝Buddha)shallnotbeadored,butChristthetrueGod．”He
praisedthedecisionoftheempress．“I,too,”hesaid,“willfollowyourexample．”Buthepostponed
baptismforsomereasonandremainedacatechumen,dailyrecitingtheprayersofthecatechismand
burningpreciousperfumesbeforethepicturesofthesaints．Boymhopedthathewouldbebaptized
soonafterheleftthecourtforEurope．

Inthemeantime,fiveprovincessentpetitionsthattheywantedtobecomesubjectsoftheYongli
emperorandtoreceiveViceroysfromhim,whichwasdone．Oneoftheconcubinesoftheemperor
boreadaughter,whodiedatonce．KofflerwhenaskedforthereasonhadtheexplanationthatGods
lawforbidshavingaconcubinebesidesthelegalwife,andthereforethelittlegirlfromasinful
relationhadtodie．Insteadheadvicedtheemperortopraythattheempresswouldhaveason．The
nextdaytheEmpress Mariasenta messageto Kofflerthatshedailyprayedtohaveasonas
successortothethrone,thatsherecommendedherselftoherguardianangelforaneasydelivery,

whereasKofflerasahelpsentherconsecratedcandlestobeburntbeforetheimagesofChristand
theHolyVirgin．Duringthenextnight,theempresshappilygavebirthtoason．Theemperorsent
theastronomicalsignsofthetimeofthebirthinChineselanguagetoKofflerwhoshouldexplain
them,i．e．,makeaChristianhoroscope．Koffleransweredthattheimperialsonwouldbehappy
becausehewasborninthemiddleofthenightlikethesonofGodwhenhedecidedtobecomea
humanbeingbornfromthevirgin．Atthattimethesunandthedragonwereinconjunction,the
dragonbeingthesymbolofimperialruleinChina．ThisChristianinterpretationofthehoroscope
pleasedtheEmperorandthewholecourt．Theempressandtheconsortwantedtohavethebaby
baptized,butKofflerrefusedandwantedtodosoonlywiththeconsentoftheemperor．Theemperor
answeredthatthesonshouldbeeducatedintheChristianwayandshouldhaveonlyonewifelater．

Buttheemperorhimselfpostponedthebaptism,whichcausedagreatdiscordbetweenhimand
theempress,andthesonwasonlybaptizedafteradangerousillness．SotheboywithChinesename
Cixuan皇子慈烜 (１６４８－１６６２)wasbaptizedwithAchillesPangbeinghisgodfather．Hereceivedthe
nameofConstantine,inChinese“Tam Tym”(＝DangDing 当定),meaning:“Heistheonewho
determines”．Theemperorwasquitepleasedbythisname．Allfeltedifiedbythiseventandtheholy
faithwasheldinhighesteemfromthattime．〔６６〕Kofflerhopedthattheboyasthefutureemperor
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SometimesthenameofthemotherofYongliisgivenasMariaandthatofhiswifeAnna,whichseemstobeillogical,because
accordingtoChristianandIslamictradition,AnnaorHannawasthemotheroftheVirginMary．However,sheisnotmentionedinthecanonical
gospels．
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Pfister,Noticesbiographiques,p．２６７;Standaert,Handbook,pp．４４０f．
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wouldfollowtheexampleoftheRomanEmperorConstantine,whowasvictoriousunderthesignof
thecrossandmadehisempireChristian,whereashismotherwasalsoanEmpressDowagerHelena．

TheemperororderedAchillesPangtosendChristianmandarinsonshipswithgiftstotheJesuit
ChurchinMacau,theshipsbeingequippedwithsilkensailsandbearingthesignoftheCross．When
theyapproachedMacautheyproclaimedinaloudvoicethattheywereChristians．Theinhjabitantsof
MacauguidedthemtotheJesuitCollegeandtheyhandedtheletterstotheJesuitVisitor(perhaps
SebastiãodeMaia,visitorfrom１６５０to１６５８)．Intheseletters,theemperoraskedtheFathersto
accepthisgiftsasasignofhisgratitude．Theyweresentinhisnameandinthatofhisson．The
presentsconsistedoftwocandelabraofsilver,twothuriblesmadeofsilver,twosilverbasketsfor
flowers,andChineseincenseanddamaskclothes．ThelegatesmadetheirreverenceintheChinese
wayandgavethegiftstotheJesuitChurch．

Boymfinishedhisreportwiththeremark:“MayGodgranttheemperormanyvictoriesagainst
therebels．”ConcerningYongli,Boymsreport,ofcourse,endsbeforehisdeath．JosephStöcklein,the
editorofDerNeueWeltＧBott,finishedthestory:afterhislongflightthroughSouthWesternChina
toBurmaYongliwasfinallycapturedbythe“Tartars”(i．e．Manchus)andkilled．〔６７〕

５．３　Kofflersfurtherfate
KofflerslifeanddeathisdescribedinsomelinesattheendofBoymsletterno．１３inDerNeue

WeltＧBott．Theseadditions,however,weremadebyStöcklein,thetranslatorandcompilerofDer
NeueWeltＧBott,andhementionedthatthefurtherfateofKofflerwasunknown:“Somebelievethat
heperishedwhenacertaincitywasconquered．Othersthinkthathewasexecutedtogetherwithhis
emperorYumＧliè (Yongli)．”〔６８〕InalaterletterwrittenbytheJesuitJohannesNadasidated２
February１６６２,alsopublishedinDerNeueWeltＧBottasno．２１９,Kofflersprobablefateisdescribed．
TheinformationwasgivenfromthePortuguesefromTonkintotheGeneralSuperioroftheJesuits,

thePortugueseassistentgaveittoNadasi,andthenitwastransmittedtotheProvinceofAustria．
WhenthecourtoftheYongliemperorwasonitsflightonship,Kofflerwasshipwreckedona
sandbanknearbyTianzhou．A “TartarischerHauptmann”(Manchucaptain)assailedhimandhewas
askedwhohewas．KoffleransweredinChinesethathewasateacheroftheDivineLaw (＝
Christianity),whosecontentswereinthesignoftheholycross．WhentheTartaraskedhimtoshow
himsuchasign,Kofflerperformedthreelittlecrossesitstartingwithhisfront,themouth,thenthe
breast,followedbythebigcrossfromthefronttothebelly,thentheleftandtherightshouldersand
hesaidinChinese:“Withthesignoftheholycrossdeliverus,oLord,fromourenemiesinthename
oftheFather,theSonandtheHolySpirit．Amen．”Whenhehadfinishedthesewords,theTartarcut
himwithhisswordfromthefronttothebellyandfromtheleftshouldertotherightshoulderthus
makingFr．Kofflerasacrifice．Inthisway,asFr．Nadasisays,KofflerbecameamartyrofJesus
Christandtriumphedbythesignofthecross．Thisstorywastoldbyachamberlainandconfirmedby
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severalChineseChristiansandbythesuperioroftheJesuitmissioninTonkin．〔６９〕Soattheend
KofflerwenttotheFarEastbecausehewantedtobecomeamartyrinJapan,buthereachedhis
destinationinChina．〔７０〕

InFr．MarinisreportitwasFr．Boym whohadheardthestoryfromaeunuch,attestedby
severalChristians．〔７１〕ThestoryisalsoattachedtoBoymslettertogetherwiththedescriptionofthe
sadendoftheYongliemperor:thesiegeofCanton,conqueredon２４November１６５０,with１００．０００
inhabitantskilled．ThentheTartarswentfurthertoZhaoqingtoattackYongli,buthedidnotwait
butfledthroughGuangxitoYunnanandfinallytoPegu．HewassurrenderedtotheQingarmyand
killedin１６６２．ThelettermentionsthathiswidowandtheotherwomenwerebroughttoPeking
wheretheywerewelltreatedandlivedthereasChristiansuntiltheirdeath,whichis,however,not
proven．TheeditorFr．StöckleinalsoseesclearparallelstothedeathoftheShunzhiEmperorat
nearlythesametime:bothdiedinthesameyear,andtheempirewasgiventotheeightyearsold
Kangxiemperor．〔７２〕

６　MichałBoym

６．１　TheearlylifeofMichałBoym
ThesecondimportantJesuitattheCourtoftheSouthernMingwasthePoleMichałBoym．His

lifeismuchbetterknownthanthatofKoffler．BoymwasborninLvov,PolandＧLithuania,in１６１２,his
fatherwasactingphysicianatthecourtofthePolishKingSigismundⅢ．BoymjoinedtheJesuitsin
１６３１;afterhisstudiesatseveralPolishJesuitColleges,hefinallyobtainedthepermissiontotravelto
theEastasamissionary．〔７３〕HedepartedfromLisbonforChina３０March１６４３andreachedTonkin
in１６４５．Atfirst,heworkedontheislandofHainan,wherehemadestudiesintheflorathere．In１６４９
BoymstayedforashorttimeinMacau．In１６５０Boym wassenttoCourtoftheSouthernMingby
ÁlvarodeSemedo曾德照 (１５８６－１６５８),theViceＧProvincialofChinatosupportKoffler．〔７４〕Boym
didnotstayattheCourtforalongtimebutwassoonentrustedwithaspeciallegationtoRome．
Alreadyattheendof１６５０theEmpressDowagersenthimasambassadorbacktoEurope．〔７５〕

６．２　MichałBoymsdelegationtoRome
Attheendoftheyear１６５０BoymwasmadeambassadoroftheSouthernMingCourtandsentto

EuropebytheEmpressDowagerHelenaandtheChristianprincessesoftheSouthernMingCourt．
TheysenthimtoPopeInnocentX (ReignSeptember１６４４Ｇ７January１６５５)andtoEuropeanrulers．

２２１

〔６９〕

〔７０〕

〔７１〕

〔７２〕

〔７３〕

〔７４〕

〔７５〕

JohannesNadasi,Letter,２February１６６２,in:DerNeueWeltＧBott,vol．２,１７２７,no．２１９．
Boym,Letter,１６５３,in:DerNeue WeltＧBott,vol．１,no．１３,pp．４５f．Cf．EdwardJ．Malatesta,“TheTragedyof Michael

Boym”,in:ActesduVIeColloqueinternationaldeSinologie,Chantilly１９８９(Taipei,Paris１９９５)pp．３５３Ｇ３７０．
GiovanniFilippo Marini,Delle Missioni de Padri della Compagnia di Giesv nella Provincia del Giappone,e

particolarmentediquelladiTumkino (Roma１６６３)p．３４６．
Boym,Letter,１６５３,in:DerNeueWeltＧBott,no．１３,pp．４５f．
MonikaMiazekＧMęczynska,“IndipetaeBoymianae．OnBoymsRequeststotheJesuitGeneralforaMissionaryAppointment

toChina”,MonumentaSericaLIX (２０１１)pp．２２９Ｇ２４２．
Pfister,Noticesbiographiques,pp．２６５Ｇ２６９;Dehergne,Répertoire,p．１３７．
Dehergne,Répertoire,pp．３４f．
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OnBoymssuggestionEmpressHelenawroteletterstoPopeInnocentX,〔７６〕totheJesuitsGeneral
Superiordated１and４ofNovember１６５０,andtoCardinalLugo．〔７７〕ThechancellorAchillesPangdid
thesame．〔７８〕Intheseletterstheybeggedtoprayfortheirsoulsandfortheirfightagainstthe
ManchusandthereforeforMingrestoration,andalsososendmoreCatholicprieststothecourt,but
theydidnotbegformilitaryhelpfromEurope,becauseitwastoofaraway．〔７９〕EmpressHelenas
letteraspublishedinLatintranslationinAthanasiusKirchersfamousbookChinaillustratareads
inEnglishtranslationasfollows:

“Theempress Helena,the mostjust,the most wise,the mostclement,and most
venerable,addressesthethroneofthemostholyfather,themostmightyprince,thedoctorof
Catholicchurch,andthevicarofJesusChristonearth．

I,Helena,whoblushwithshametoremainintheimperialpalace,thoughIamahumble
grandＧchildoftheChineseemperor;I,whohavenoknowledgeofstrangelaws,andwhohave
onlystudiedthosethatregardaretiredlife,havebeenhappyenoughtofindamancalled
AndrewXavier,ofthecompanyofJesus,whocametosettleatourcourt,topublishtherea
holydoctrine,wherebyhehasacquiredagreatreputation．Ihadadesiretoseehim,andafter
havingsatisfiedmycuriosity,Iwassensiblethatwhatwassaidofhimwastrue,andthathe
wasanextraordinaryman．

TheesteemIentertainedforhismerit,mademeeasilyrelishhisdoctrine．Ihavereceived
holybaptismfromhishand,andhehasbeenpartlythecausethattheempressMary,mother
totheemperor,Ihislawfulwife,andConstantine,sonandheirofthesaidemperor,were,

threeyearsago,likewiseregeneratedbythewatersofbaptism,afterhavingbeensufficiently
instructedinthetruthofreligion．AsIwishtobegrateful,evenatthehazardofmylife,for
allthegraceIhavereceivedfrom Heaven,Ihaveoftencherishedthedesireandthoughtto
repairtoyourholiness,thatImightbyyourselfbeinstructedinmyduty,butthedistanceof
placehinderedme．ForthisreasonIwritethistoyourholiness,totheendthatbyyourholy
prayersyoumayrenderthedivinemajestyfavourabletopoorsinners,suchasweare;and
thatyoumightbepleasedtograntusplenaryremissionofoursinsatthehourofdeath．

Welikewiseentreatyou,mostholyfather,tobegofGod,inconjunctionwiththeholy
church,thathemayvouchsafetotakeourempireunderallhisprotection;butaboveallthat
maygrantourimperialhousetheblessingsofpeace,andteachtheemperor (whoisthe

３２１

〔７６〕

〔７７〕

〔７８〕

〔７９〕

Theletterpublishedin:Marini,DelleMissioni,pp．５４５Ｇ５４６,inLatintranslationin:AthanasiusKircher,Chinaillustrata
(Amsterdam１６６７)pp．１０１f:“InterpretatioLiterarumSinicarumabImperiiSiniciImperatriceD．Helena,nominesuo,& ReginæMatris
D．Annæ,& ReginæuxorisD．Mariæ,necnonfiliiImperatorisPrincipis& HæredisD．Constantinimissarum．AdSanctissimumD．N．
perPatresAndreamXavier,& MichaelemBoym,SocietatisJESU,inAulaImperatorisSinensisprotemporeAssistentes,facta,”;thenin
FrenchtranslationinDuHalde,p．８３．“LitteraeHelenaeTamingae,Sinarumreginae,adS．Pontificem,４Novembris１６５０,”DuHalde,

DescriptiondelaChine(Paris１７３５)p．８３．
CardinalLugoisquiteprobablyidenticalwithJuandeLugoydeQuiroga(１５８３－１６６０),enteredtheSocietyofJesusin１６０３

andbecameaCardinalin１６４３．
“LitteraePanAchillei,EunuchiSinarumregis,adS．Pontificem,１．Novembris１６５０”,in:AthanasiusKircher,China．．．

illustrata(Amsterdam１６７１)p．１００f;JeanＧBaptisteDuHalde,DescriptiondelaChineⅢ (Paris１７３５)pp．８３f;Launay,Histoiredes
Missions,pp．１１f．AdditionalletterswerewrittentotheDogeofVeniceandtotheKingofPortugal．

Standaert,Handbook,p．４４１．
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eighteenthofthisline,andnephewofthetwelfthsuccessorofthefounderofthismonarchy,)

andallhissubjects,toknowandtoadorethetrueGod,JesusChrist．Welikewisebeseech
you,thatyouwouldshowusthefavourofsendingotherholypersonsoftheSocietyofJesus,

inorderthattheymaypublishthroughouttheempiretheholylawsoftheGospel,which
wouldlayusundergreatobligation．Forthisend,wesendyourholinessMichaelBoym,who
isperfectly wellacquainted withtheaffairsoftheempire,topresenttheseourhumble
petitions．Hecandeclaretoyouverballyallthatwemoreparticularlydesire,andhewill
makeyouacquaintedhowgreatisoursubmissiontothechurch．Wheneverourempireshall
enjoyfullpeace,wehopetosendbacksomeofthesefathers,topresentourvowsandpersons
beforethealtarsoftheapostlesSt．PeterandSt．Paul,aswedoatpresentwithprofound
respect．

Lastly,wekneelandfallprostrate,cravingthefavourofyourholiness,inhopesthatyou
willlookuponuswithagraciouseye．

FourthyearofYungＧlieh,－１１thof１０th month (correspondingtothe４thofNovember
１６５０)．”〔８０〕

AndtheletterwrittenbyAchillesPang:
“PanAchilles,aChristian,universalproregentofQuam Tum,QuamSy,andFoKien

provinces,byorderoftheemperoroftheillustriousChineseEmpire;militarycommissioner
forlandandsea;leaderofthesubordinatekingsofQuamSy,treasurerofrevenues;solicitor;

absoluteandsolejudgeintheemperorsabsence;supremeprefectoftheimperialguard;

masterofthehorse;greatchancellor;privateimperialsecretary;servantofthebedchamber．
WithkneesbentandheadtowardthegroundIstandbeforethethroneofJesus,andthevicar
ofGodonearth,theuniversalteacheroftheCatholicchurch,thetrueLord,theMostHoly
Father．

I,Achilles,havingbeenledfromerror,amguardianoftheemperorsinnerchambers,

and,atthesametime,inchargeoftheresponsibilityforwar．OnceIharmedmyself．Removed
fromthelightanddiscipline,Iincreasedthenumberofsinners．Then,bytheauspicesofGod,

intheNorthernCourtImetJesuitswho,thoughIwasignorant,taughtme．Theyexhorted
me,asinner,tofollow thefaith．ThereforeI wasreverentlycleansed withthesacred
washing．IbegantounderstandthedocumentsoftheHolyFaithanditshiddenexcellence
anddeepprofundity．ThenIwasimmersedinzealanddayandnightIfollowedthetruthfor
morethantwentyyears,nordidIdaretogiveanyofitup．SoIsoughtthehelpoftheKingof
Heaven,sinceIdidnotknowhowtoproceed．Ioftenplannedtovisitthesacredthroneandto
satiatemyeyesbyveneratingtheholycountenance,buttheimperialconcernsaresovarious
androyalmatterssoperplexingthatmyheartcouldnotfollowitsdesire．Iamsorryabout
this．Thesoleexcuseofmysinfulheartisthatcalamityhasneverdepartedfromtheempire．

４２１

〔８０〕 KarlGützlaff,AsketchofChinesehistory,ancientandmodern,vol．２(London１８３４)pp．１２２Ｇ１２４;cf．AthanasiusKircher,

ChinaillustratabyAthanasiusKircher,S．J．,transl．byDr．CharlesD．VanTuylfromthe１６７７(sic!)originalLatinedition(Muskogee,

Oklahoma,１９８７)pp．９２f．



ClaudiavonCOLLANI:TheJesuitsAndreasKofflerandMichaelBoymattheCourtoftheYongliEmperor

Therefore,IrequestedFr．BoymtogobyshiptotheFarWestandtoapproachyou,great
pontiff,assuppliant．MostHolyFather,whenyouraiseyoureyestoheavenbeforethealtar
ofSt．PeterandPaul,pleasepraywiththechurchofthewholeworldthatGodmightlook
downinmercyonthisimperialhouse,thatHeaidandpreservetheempirebysettingupthe
bordersoffuturepeace．MayHecauseourwiseemperor,whoistheeighteenthsuccessorin
thisroyalhouseandthetwelfthdescendantfromthefirstfounderoftheempireandfamily,

himselfalord,toworshipJesus,theLordofheaven,alongwithhisservants．Thatwillbea
blessingforourChineseEmpire．Inthispresenttimethe mostupright,wise,merciful,

venerableempressoftheChristiannameHelena,thequeenmothernamedMaria,theimperial
legitimatewife Anna,andtheemperorsson,prince,andheirConstantineＧmayallthese
humblybelieveandcultivatetheholydoctrine whichcontainsthe wordsoftruththat
approachtheHolyThrone．Asregardsme,anunlearnedsinner,Ihumblybeseechyou,Most
HolyFather,thatyourgrantafullremissionofsinsinthehourIdepartthislife,andthat
yousendmanyotherJesuitstotheChineseEmpiretoconvertwiththeirdoctrinesallthoseof
thisgenerationsotheywillrepentanddecidetocultivateandveneratetheHolyLaw,and
theseJesuitswontshakethedustfromtheirfeetafteravainjourney．Ihopefinallyto
achieveunendinghappiness．Withveneration,Ihaveexplainedthesesecretthoughtsofan
ignorantmind．Ithrow myselftotheearthhopingforyourmercifulconsideration．That
isall．

InYumlie,thatisthefourthyearintheorderofrevolutionoftheLiteraryAnnalsKem
Yn,thetenthmoon,theeighthday,whichisNovember１,１６５０A．D．”〔８１〕

SentbytheCourtofYongliwiththepermissionoftheViceＧprovincialAlvaroSemedo(１５８６－
１６５８)andwiththetwolettersinhisluggage,Boymstartedhisvoyagebyseafrom Macauon１
January１６５１toPortugueseGoa(May１６５１)．〔８２〕TherehelearnedthattheKingofPortugalhad
alreadyabandonedthecauseoftheMingEmperorsandthathismissiontoEuropewasconsideredas
dangerousfortherelationsbetweenQingChinaandPortugal．TheJesuitsuperiorsalsothoughtthat
theOrdershouldnotinterfereintopoliticalmatters．Therefore,Boymwasplacedunderhousearrest,

butsucceededinescaping．HecontinuedhistravelonfootandonthelandrouteviaPersia,Smyrna,

Venice．TherehemettheDogeon１６December１６５２,presentedhimselfdressedinChineseclothes
andthencontinuedhistraveltoRome．InRomehehadtowaitwithhisChinesecompanionAndreas
(ZhengAndelei郑安德勒)forthreewholeyearsbecausePopeInnocentXdidnotreceivehim;there
wereevenrumoursthattheletterfromtheMingCourtwerefraudulent,〔８３〕andtheJesuitgeneral
superiorthoughtthatBoymsmissionwasdangerousfortheotherJesuitsinChina．〔８４〕Finally,after

５２１

〔８１〕

〔８２〕

〔８３〕

〔８４〕

Kircher,Chinaillustrata(１６８７)pp．９１f．
PaulRule,“TheJesuitsandtheMingＧQingTransition:HowDidBoymandMartiniFindThemselvesonOppositeSides?”,

MonumentaSericaLIX (２０１１)p．２４６．
MonikaMiazekＧMęczynska,“TheRomanTroublesofMichaelBoymS．J．describedbyThomasSzpotDunininHistoriae

SinarumImperiiandCollectaneaHistoriaeSinensis”,in:RootedinHope．InderHoffnungverwurzelt．FestschriftinHonorofRoman
MalekS．V．D．ontheOccasionofhis６５thBirthday(MonumentaSericaMonographSeriesLXⅧ/１)(SanktAugustin２０１７)pp．１７８f．

Rule,“JesuitsandtheMingＧQingTransition”,p．２５２．
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thedecisionsoftheCongregatioparticularisofthePropagandaFide(１６５３,２４August１６５４and２４
September１６５５)andafterletterssentbybishopsofGoaandMacauaskingfortherecallofBoyms
missionthenewPopeAlexanderVII(Reign１６５５－１６６７)decidedtoreceiveBoyminanaudienceon
７December１６５５．On１８December１６５５heansweredtotheletterssentfromChina．〔８５〕Theseletters
writtenbythePopeforthelastMingrulerandhisChristianfamily,however,wereonly“spiritually
upliftingbutpoliticalnoncommittal”．〔８６〕ThenhestartedhiswaybacktoChinaassuperiorofa
smallgroupofJesuitsfromLisbontoGoaontheship“BomJesusdoCarmo”on３０March１６５６．〔８７〕

TheirdestinationwasPortugueseIndia,butsometravelledontoChina．
InhisluggageBoymcarriedtheencouragingletterswrittenby AlexanderVIItoEmpress

Helenaandtothegreatchancellor(１８ofDecember１６５５)．〔８８〕Boymstillhopedthatthecauseofthe
ChristianMingCourtwouldturnaturnforthebetternow,thattheYongliemperorwouldembrace
CatholicismasthefirstChineseemperor,thathisCourtwouldfollowhimandthattheSouthern
MingwouldbecomethedominantrulingdynastyofChinaandoftheFarEast,asenvisionedbythe
promisingstrategyofaccommodationoftheJesuits．〔８９〕However,thingsdidnotgothisway．Starting
fromGoain１６５７BoymarrivedinSiamin１６５８．TherehereceivedmessagefromtheSenateofMacau
toavoidthecity,becausethePortugueseweredependentontheQingCourtinPekinganddidnot
wanttoendangertheserelations．〔９０〕BoymthereforecontinuedhiswayviaAyutthayainSiam．There
hehiredashipfrompirateswhichbroughthimtoTonkin (todayNorthernVietnam)wherethey
arrivedon１０August１６５８．〔９１〕FromTonkintherewasstillatwomonthsjourneyleftforBoymto
reachtheMingCourtintheSouth．InTonkinhemettwobrethren,namelyFr．OnufreBorgesand
Fr．JosephFrançoisTissanier(１６１８－１６８８),whoinformedhimthatKingTrinhTac(１６５４－１６８２)

ofTonkinhadorderedtheothersixJesuitstoleavethecountryforMacauon１７July．Finally,Boym
andAndreasgottheirpassportsandwerepermittedtoleaveTonkinonFebruary１６,１６５９．〔９２〕Boym
thencontinuedhisdangeroustravelwithhisChinesecompaniontotheprovinceofGuangxi,wherehe
diedofexhaustionon２２June１６５９．〔９３〕

AtthesametimewhenBoymstartedhistravelforRome,namelyin１６５０,anotherdelegatewas
senttoRome,namelytheTridentineJesuitMartinoMartini,whowasalsosentbyViceＧProvincial
ManuelDias(１５５９－１６３９),onbehalfoftheChineseRitesandwithadossieraboutJohannAdam
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〔８７〕

〔８８〕

〔８９〕

〔９０〕

〔９１〕

〔９２〕
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“LitteraeresponsoriaeabAlexandroVIIadHelenam,SinaeImperatricem”,and“LitteraeresponsoriaeAlexandriVIIadPan
Achilleum,eunuchum Sinarum regis,both Romae:１８．Decembris１６５５,in:Kircher,China  illustrata (１６６７)pp．１０２f;English
translationKircher,Chinaillustrata(１９８７)pp．９３f;cf．RobertStreit(ed．),BibliothecaMissionumV(Freiburg１９２９)p．８０．S．a．Robert
Chabrié,MichelBoym,p．１８１;vonCollani,“Boym”,p．３１６;MiazekＧMęczynska,“TheRomanTroubles”,p．１７９．

Standaert,Handbook,p．４４１．
Wicki,“JesuitenＧIndienfahrer”,p．３００．BoymscompanionswereamongotherstheJesuitsPhilippeCouplet(１６２３－１６９２),

FrançoisdeRougemont(１６２４－１６７６),AndréGomez (１６２２－１６８１)andIgnatiusHartegovelt(１６２９－１６５８)．Wicki,“Listeder
JesuitenＧIndienfahrer,”p．３００．OthercompanionswereGeorgeBrettKeynes(１６２９－１６５８diedonsea),AntónioSaldanha(１６１９－
１６５６?),FranciscoVelho(１６３１－?)andJoãodeAbreu(１６３５－１６６３)．

Kircher,Chinaillustrata,pp．１０２f．
Standaert,Handbook,pp．３１０f．
Pfister,Noticesbiographiques,p．２７３．
Malatesta,“TheTragedyofMichaelBoym”,p．３６４．
VonCollani,“Boym”,p．３３０．
SeethereportbyBorges,in:Malatesta,“TheTragedy”,pp．３６５－３６８．
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SchallvonBell．〔９４〕AfteralonganddangerousvoyagehefinallyarrivedinRomeattheendof
１６５４．〔９５〕Hesubmittednew materialconcerningtheChineseRitesControversyand managedto
obtainapositiveanswerfromthe HolyOffice２３ March１６５６．〔９６〕Hiswaybackstartedinthe
beginningof１６５６andhearrivedinHangzhouinJune１６５９．HediedtherealreadyinJune１６６１．〔９７〕

Thestoryaboutthelast MingEmperorYongli,hisChristianfamily,theChristiansinhis
entourageandthefateofthetwoJesuitsinhisserviceisatragicone．BothJesuitstriedtoconvert
himtoChristianity,buttheyfailed．BoymandKofflerbothdiedfortheirfaith,fortheirLordthe
YongliEmperorandfortheSocietyofJesus,becausetheytriedtoserveallofthem．

ItisastonishinginwhatextenttheeventsandpersonsoftheQingdynastyinNorthernChina
andthoseoftheSouthernMingwereparallel．BothemperorsShunzhi,thefirstemperorofthenew
Qingdynasty,andYongli,thelastemperoroftheoldMingdynasty,diedascomparablyyoungmen
ataboutthesametime,１６６１and１６６２respectively．BothofthemhadaJesuitastronomerintheir
service．Frombothcourts,fromtheNorthandfromtheSouth,delegatesweresenttoRomeatthe
sametime,fromthe North Martino Martiniwassent,from theSouth Boym．However,events
concerningthetwodynastieswentinoppositedirections．Martiniwassuccessfulinmanyrespects,

whereasBoymfailedinmanyways:Hisdelegationassuchfailedmoreorless,hismapsofChina
wereneverpublished,whereas Martinispetitiontothe Holy Officewassuccessfulandhealso

publishedamongotherstheNovusAtlasSinensis(Amsterdam１６５５)andthefirsthistoryofthe
Chineseempire,namelySinicaeHistoriaeDecasPrima(Monachii１６５８)．〔９８〕BoymsbookonChinese
medicine Clavis medica ad Chinarum doctrinam de pulsibus (１６８６) was published only
posthumously．〔９９〕OnlyhisFloraSinensis,fructusfloresquehumillimeporrigens(１６５６)wasprinted
duringhislifetimeswhenhehadalreadyleftEurope．HewasnottreatedwelleitherbytheJesuit
provinceofJapannorofthatoftheViceＧProvinceofChina．〔１００〕HiscompanionKofflersucceededin
convertingpartsoftheImperialfamilyintheSouth,buttheyweredefeatedandkilled．Hepublished
evenless．TogetherwithBoymhewasquiteprobablytheauthorofthereportontheconversionof
theImperialfamilyoftheSouthernMingCourt,whichappearedinseveralversionsandtranslations,

namelySummadelestadodelimperiodelaChina,yChristiandaddel,porlasnoticiasquedanlos
padresdelaCompañiadeIesus,(１６５０),andaposthumouslypublishedletterinDerNeueWeltＧ
Bottin１７２６．Itseems,however,thathebecameoneofthefewmartyrsoftheChinamissionofearly
moderntimes．
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Dehergne,Répertoire,p．１０３．SeeCollani,“TwoAstronomers”,pp．８８f．
Dehergne,Répertoire,p．１６６．
MartinialsoobtainedagoodsolutionforthecauseofSchall．VonCollani,“TwoAstronomers”,p．７８．
Dehergne,Répertoire,p．１６６．
NoëlGolvers,“MichaelBoymandMartinoMartini:AContrastivePortraitofTwoChinaMissionariesand Mapmakers”,

MonumentaSericaLIX (２０１１)pp．２５９Ｇ２７１．
SeeEdwardKajdanski,„MichaelBoym:TheFirstEuropeanExpertinChineseMedicineandPharmacy“,in:ActesduVe

ColloqueinternationaldeSinologiedeChantilly１９８６．SuccèséchecsdelarencontreChineetOccidentduXVIeauXXesiècle(Variétés
SinologiquesＧNouvelleSérieVol．７４)(Taipei,Paris１９９３)pp．１３３Ｇ１４４andErhardRosner,“MichaelBoymandtheIntroductionof
ChineseMedicalKnowledgetotheWest:AReappraisal”,MonumentaSericaLIX (２０１１)pp．４０１Ｇ４１６．

OnofreBorges,LettertoGoswinNickel,２０October１６５９,ARSI,JS８０,ff．１４７rＧ１４８r．
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７　Conclusion

TheJesuitseffortstoconvertpersonsofthetopofthesocietyandespeciallymembersofruling
houses(emperors,kings,princes,daimyosetc．)aimedtohelpthespreadofChristianityamongthe
subjectsofthesepersons．Itwastheymightavoidconflictsbetweentherulersandtheirpeoples．In
EuropetheJesuitsfollowingtheirmotto“tobecomeallforall”useddifferentmethodsintheCounter
ReformationtoregainlostterritoriesforCatholicism:catecheticworkamongtheCatholicpeople,〔１０１〕

educationofthefutureeliteofthecountriesattheircolleges,〔１０２〕servingasconfessorsatCatholic
courts．InthisroletheyworkedatcourtsofthedukesofWittelsbach,suchasMaximilianIofBavaria
(birth１５７３,reigned１５９７－１６２３)inMunich———hisconfessorwasAdamContzen(１５７１－１６３５);for
theHouseofHabsburg,withemperorFerdinandⅡfrom Austria(birth１５７８,１６１９－１６３７)whose
confessorwasWilhelmLamormaini(１５７０－１６４８);andofLouisXIV (birth１６３８,reigned１６４３－
１７１５)inPariswithwellＧknownJesuitconfessors,FrançoisdAixde(lePèreLachaise)laChaise
(１６２４－１７０９)andhissucessorMichelLeTellier(１６４３－１７１９),confessorofthesunkinguntilthe
deathofLouisin１７１５．〔１０３〕TheJesuits,ofcourse,wouldhavelikedtohavecomparableinfluenceat
thecourtsofEastAsianasinJapan,China,Siam,firstasmissionariesandthenasconfessors．They
didwhattheycouldworkingasastronomers,mathematicians,militaryexperts,artists,theirhope,

however,failedfordifferentreasons．EuropeanCatholicnationsofthattimesseemedtobetoo
threateningfortheEastAsiancountries,theCatholicChurchtriedtogaininfluenceoverinner
politicalaffairs．Polygamyconstitutedoneofthegreatestobstaclesconcerningtheupperclasses．〔１０４〕

SoattheendonlyafewoftheJapanesedaimyoswereconvertedandCatholicism wasmoreorless
extirpatedinJapan;inChinatherewereseveralhighrankingscholarssuchasXuGuangqiandLi
Zhizao,butChristianityfailedamongotherreasonsbecauseoftheRitesControversyandbecamea
religionwhichlivedunderthecontrolofthecourtinBeijingorwhichhadtoliveunderground．〔１０５〕

Sources
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中文题目:
永历朝廷里的耶稣会士瞿安德和卜弥格

柯兰霓　博士

远东差学学专家,从 德国维尔茨堡大学天主教神学专业互动二博士学位,２００５年明斯特大学天主教神学专业获得教授

资格开始任教远东差传历史及差传学.地址:Shielshausserasse１５,DＧ９７０７２,Wuersburg,Germany．Email:colaudia．von．
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提要:本文主要研究南明永历朝廷里的耶稣会士瞿安德和卜弥格.作者首先研究了欧洲和亚洲统治者德信仰皈依,并
介绍了作为本文研究对象德原始资料.其次,作者研究了南明和永历朝廷.接着研究了瞿安德德早期生平、他与永历
皇帝家族的信仰皈依情形,和瞿安德的进一步的命运.作者还研究了卜弥补格的早期生平、及其赴罗马的代表团.最
后得出了本文的结论.
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